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TOBY Alderweireld believes Saints have 
v enough strength to fight on two fronts in 
| the second half of the season, as they pre- 
I pare to begin their FA Cup campaign. 

Ronald Koeman’s side are chasing what would 
I be a remarkable top four finish in the Premier 
I League, but must now turn their attention to a 
■ different competition, as they host Ipswich in 
1 the third round tomorrow. 

While some might fear that a cup run could 
H become a distraction from Saints’ Champions 


League charge, Alderweireld believes the team 
can cope with both challenges. 

“Of course, every football player wants to play 
in the cup and reach the final, so we will do our 


best and come as far as possible,” he said. 

The on-loan Atletico Madrid defender added: 
“It’s a big cup. It’s a cup game, at home. 

“I think it’s almost sold out, or sold out, so a 
lot of people will come and watch us. 

“We’re going to try and go as far as possible. 
We will do our best.” 

While Saints are heavy favourites to advance, 
Ipswich will arrive at St Mary’s full of confi¬ 
dence. 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 
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FLORIN GARDOS 


Saints fans 
set to see 
the best 
of Gardos 

RONALD Koeman believes 
Saints are beginning to see 
the best of centre-half Florin 
Gardos. 

The 26-year-old has been a 
fringe player since arriving 
from Romanian club Steaua 
Bucharest in the summer, but 
has had a bigger role recent- 

iy- 

Gardos started in the victo¬ 
ries against Crystal Palace 
and Arsenal, while he came 
on as a substitute in the 1-1 
draw with Chelsea. 

Koeman said the Romanian 
international will be particu¬ 
larly important this month, 
with Maya Yoshida having 
departed St Mary’s for a few 
weeks, to represent Japan in 
the Asian Cup. 

“I think he’s now on his level, 
what he needs to play,” said 
the Saints boss. 

“He had a difficult start after 
when he came to the club, in 
a physical way, in a technical 
way, to develop himself to 
this level what you need as a 
centre-back and he has more 
confidence now. 

“He showed that when he 
came in against Chelsea, he 
showed that [against 
Arsenal], and that’s good, 
because we need Florin, 
because now Maya is away to 
the Asian Cup and we don’t 
have a lot of defenders. 

“It’s a good sign, because 
he’s now on the level what 
we need and what he needs 
to play himself.” 



GOING STRONG: Saints 
celebrate their first goal 
agairrip Everton as they 
head into a kinder run of 
fixtures in the latter half 
of the season 


r 


Saints have plenty stacked in 
their favour as they try to 
achieve history in 2015. 

Ronald Koeman has guided his 
side to fourth place in the 
Premier League after 20 games of 
the season, with four points from 
back-to-back matches against 
Chelsea and Arsenal proving to 
the footballing world that Saints 
are serious contenders for 
European qualification, and 
maybe even a first ever venture 
into the Champions League for 
the club. 

Koeman is remaining ground¬ 
ed, as he did during both the fly¬ 
ing start to the season and the 
lean spell that saw Saints lose 
five in a row in all competitions. 

He knows something special is 
brewing at St Mary’s, but is still 
trying to ignore the league table 
as much as possible. 

He said: “Of course sometimes 
you watch the table, that’s nor¬ 
mal I think because not always 
by yourself but all the rumours 
about the supporters, the fans, 
the people in Holland watching 
the table and the games of 
Southampton and are very 
impressed with what the team is 
doing. 

“Little by little we believe in 
our qualities and a top finish in 
the league but we know what 
means football and you have to 
work hard on that and you can’t 
do it on 85 or 90 per cent. 

“We have to be every game 100 
per cent and if we keep that 
everything is possible. 

“Maybe (we look at the table) 
when we have played the last 
game of the season. 

“But why we put so much pres¬ 
sure on ourselves. 

“We put the pressure to our¬ 
selves to play good football and 
little by little we know we can 
finish in a high position in the 
table.” 

It is hard not to look ahead. 

Saints have a much kinder run 
of fixtures in the second half of 
the season than the first, while 
they also have the advantage of 
not playing in Europe. 

Very soon they will pretty 
much only be playing on week¬ 
ends with time to recover and 
prepare for their next fixture 
while those sides also challeng¬ 
ing for lofty league platings trav¬ 
el all over playing midweek 
European fixtures. 

“That’s true, yes, that maybe 


that will be important in the last 
few months in the league, that we 
don’t have that type of games 
what the big teams have and, ok, 
the risk to have injuries is always 
much higher than if you don’t 
play in the week,” admitted 
Koeman 

“We come back in Saturday, 
Saturday, Saturday games and 
then you have more attention to 
the training sessions. Now, it’s 
playing, recovering and prepare 
for playing for the next day. 
“Again, we have time to recover 


and do what we like to do on the 
training pitch.” 

The suggestion that the fixtures 
get kinder does seem to be fair, 
but Koeman is taking nothing for 
granted. 

“Maybe but I don’t think that the 
programme will be a decision for 
a top position in the league 
because every game is difficult,” 
he reckoned. 

“What’s the results of this week? 
That’s a big example that you 
have to fight for every game to 
win and there isn’t an easy game 


in the Premier League. 

“It’s too early to talk more about 
the position in the table.” 

The key for Saints might well be 
how they handle the pressure as 
they get towards the business end 
of the season. 

It will be a massive task to 
remain calm in big matches if 
European qualification is in sight, 1SS 
but at least the club have brought 
in stars used to fighting for titles 
in other countries and with vast 
experience. 

“Yeah, maybe. We can help 
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them. Some players has already 
that experience, the coaching staff 
has that experience and we will 
help the players, but still it’s quiet 
and I think the players are looking 
very comfortable about this situa¬ 
tion and that’s always the key to 
be successful. 

“That’s maybe a new situation 
for a lot of players, but they have 
to handle that, they have to deal 
with that. I see it as a positive 
energy to fight in a high position 
on the table. But still we’ve got left 
18 games to play and it’s a long 


way to keep that position in the 
league, but we are trying and it’s 
possible.” 

What is not in question is that 
Saints overcame a massive mental 
barrier by doing so well against 
Chelsea and Arsenal. 

They proved they belong where 
they are. 

Koeman agreed: “I think the 
point against Chelsea was not 
important for the point, but very 
important for the feeling of the 
players, because we were close to 
have a good result against Man 


United and they show it 
against Arsenal. 

“We learn of it, because 
against Chelsea and against 
Arsenal we didn’t make that 
mistakes what we did 
against City and United, and 
that was good. That belief, you 
need for the players to win 
against these types, like 
Arsenal.” 

It certainly proved once and 
for all that the losing streak was a 
thing of the past, and hopefully 
not to be repeated this season. 


“I think so but every team 
sometimes has a dip in the sea¬ 
son,” admitted the Saints boss. 

“It’s difficult to be always on 
the top and it depends a lot of rea¬ 
sons you can have a dip in the 
season but we are back in our 
way how we like to play football. 

“I think the confidence is back 
after the draw against Chelsea 
and that was important for the 
feeling of the players that we can 
compete with big teams in the 
Premier League. 

“It was big that we can beat 
teams like Arsenal.” 

This weekend sees a break from 
the league programme as Saints 
enter the FA Cup at the third 
round stage. 

They host Ipswich at St Mary’s 
on Sunday and are determined 
not to take their foot off the gas. 

“Every game we take it serious¬ 
ly,” insisted Koeman. ^ 

“We did that in the League Cup ^ 
and we will do it in the FA Cup. 

“I hate losing and the team is 
good, still the freshness of the 
players is very positive and I 
don’t like to change a lot and I 
believe in the spirit of the team 
we keep going from now.” 


AND PICTURES IN MONDAY’S DAILY ECHO SPORT 



TOBY ALDERWEIRELD 


Toby: we 
can fight 
in cup and 
the league 

FROM FRONT PAGE 
Mick McCarthy’s side are 
second in the Championship 
and unbeaten in their last 11 
matches. 

With that in mind, 
Alderweireld knows this is a 
game that will be no walk in 
the park. 

“Everybody expects now that 
we win easy, but they are 
unbeaten I think from 
October, so they have a very 
good team I think, and the 
next days we will see where 
their strengths are,” said the 
25-year-old. 

“They will have confidence 
and will want to kill us, so 
we have to be good.” 

Fellow centre-half Florin 
Gardos is likely to start 
tomorrow’s game and is also 
hoping Saints can enjoy a 
run deep into the competi¬ 
tion. 

“FA Cup is an important 
competition and I hope we 
can go as far as possible,” 
he said. 

“I think at home with a nice 
atmosphere, it’s going to be 
a nice game and I think we 
have a good chance of win¬ 
ning.” 



IPSWICH TOWN MANAGER 
MICK MCCARTHY 
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VITAL GOAL: Leicester City’s Leonardo Ulloa celebrates scoring the opener during the FA Cup Third Round victory against Newcastle 



Blyth Spartans’ Robert Dale 
celebrates scoring his side’s 
first goal of the game 



Brentford’s Tommy Smith 
slides in with a tackle on Solly 
March of Brighton 



Tranmere Rovers’ Max Power 
celebrates scoring his team’s 
first goal against Swansea 


BLYTH Spartans saw their 
hopes of an FA Cup third-round 
upset ended by Birmingham’s 
second-half fightback at Croft 
Park. 

The Evo-Stik Northern Premier 
League side enjoyed a brilliant first 
half, with captain and part-time 
barman Robbie Dale scoring twice 
to put them 2-0 up at the break. 

But Lee Novak pulled one back in 
the 52nd minute and six minutes 
later Birmingham were ahead as 
Wes Thomas’ double put them on 
the way to a 3-2 victory. 

Southport looked set to earn a 
replay against Championship high¬ 
flyers Derby but Chris Martin’s 
injury-time penalty gave the Rams 
a 1-0 win. 

Two Championship sides were 
knocked out by League One oppo¬ 
nents. 

Nottingham Forest’s miserable 
run continued as Peter Vincenti’s 
12th-minute penalty earned 
Rochdale a 1-0 victory at Spotland. 

Paul Gallagher was the hero for 
Preston as his second-half goals 
earned them a 2-0 win over 


Norwich. 

It looked like Millwall would go 
the same way against Bradford at 
The Den but Ricardo Fuller’s sec¬ 
ond of the game in the 83rd minute 
made it 3-3 to earn a replay. 

Having led through Billy Knott’s 
early goal, visitors Bradford found 
themselves behind when Scott 
McDonald and Ricardo Fuller 
scored for Millwall. 

But a Sid Nelson own goal drew 
Bradford level four minutes later 
and Knott thought he had provided 
the winner in the 76th minute, only 
for Fuller to have the final say. 

Tony Pulis’ debut as West Brom 
manager could scarcely have gone 
better as he watched his side defeat 
Conference side Gateshead 7-0. 

Saido Berahino scored a hat-trick 
in 11 minutes either side of half¬ 
time and added a fourth in injury 
time, with Victor Anichebe, Chris 
Brunt and James Morrison also on 
the scoresheet. 

Swansea were also among the 
goals at Tranmere as they ran out 
6-2 winners. 

Nathan Dyer’s 34th-minute goal 
was all that separated the teams at 


half-time but Tom Carroll and 
Modou Barrow, with his first 
Swansea goal, extended that to 3-0. 

Max Power pulled one back, and 
Cole Stockton reduced the deficit to 
two again after Bafetimbi Gomis 
had scored, but Wayne Routledge 
and Gomis added late goals. 

In the day’s only all-Premier 
League tie, Leicester continued 
their encouraging form as 
Leonardo Ulloa’s 39th-minute goal 
gave them a 1-0 win over manager¬ 
less Newcastle. 

Wigan are struggling badly in the 
Championship and could find no 
solace in the FA Cup. 

The Latics won the trophy in 2013 
and reached the semi-finals last sea¬ 
son but went down 1-0 to local rivals 
Bolton thanks to Zach Clough’s goal 
14 minutes from time. 

Chris Hughton’s debut as 
Brighton manager was a happy one 
with very late goals from Lewis 
Dunk and Chris O’Grady earning a 
2-0 win at Brentford. 

Cambridge won the all-League 
Two tie against Luton 2-1. 

Robbie Simpson put away the 
rebound after his penalty was 


saved before Ryan Donaldson made 
it 2-0, and Michael Harriman’s 74th- 
minute goal turned out to be a con¬ 
solation. 

Nick Blackman’s goal led Reading 
to a 1-0 win at Huddersfield, while 
the matches between Doncaster 
and Bristol City and Fulham and 
Wolves will be decided by replays. 

The latter was goalless, while at 
the Keepmoat Stadium Matt Smith 
cancelled out Luke McCullough’s 
opener to earn City a 1-1 draw. 

The start of Barnsley’s clash with 
Middlesbrough was delayed by 
fears over a gas leak, and it was the 
visitors who emerged triumphant 
2-0 thanks to goals from Jelle 
Vossen and Daniel Ayala despite 
having Adam Clayton sent off. 

A first-half floodlight failure at 
Charlton delayed matters against 
Blackburn, who eventually ran out 
2-1 winners. 

Chris Taylor put Rovers ahead in 
the fourth minute and scored the 
winner in the 59th minute after 
Charlton, who also had Yoni 
Buyens sent off, had levelled 
through Johann Berg 

Gudmundsson. 
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COACH HOLIDAYS 



Newmarket 

Holidays 



The Cheltenham Festival 

Drama and excitement all the way! 

Departs 12 March 2015 

Experience the drama and excitement of the 2014 National Hunt’s Blue Riband event, on this great value two-day coach 
break. This is your chance to experience the magic of the Cheltenham Festival, one of the highlights of the sporting year. 
With admission to the meeting on two days included in the price, with the highlight being the Cheltenham Gold Cup, plus 
one night’s accommodation, this break is a sure bet! 

Price includes 

• Return coach travel • One night’s bed and English breakfast accommodation at a three-star hotel within coaching distance 
of Cheltenham Racecourse •Admission to the Best Mate Enclosure on two days (Tattersalls Enclosure upgrade available for 
a supplement) 

• The services of a Tour Manager 


(§) www.newmarket.travel/ncs11862 (£) 0330 160 7751 quoting code NCS 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Promotions Ltd. ABTA V787X. Subject to availability. Single supplements apply. 
Standard phone charges. 


fABTA 
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CHERRIES HIT FIVE 

IN HA CUP TRIUMPH 


BOURNEMOUTH came from a 
goal down to knock 
Championship rivals 

Rotherham out of the FA Cup. 

The Cherries made eight changes 
but it did not matter as they ran out 
5-1 winners with Shaun 
MacDonald, Junior Stanislas, Ryan 
Fraser and Yann Kermorgant (2) 
getting the goals. 

Rotherham were forced into three 
alterations with Emmanuel 
Ledesma and Tom Lawrence 
recalled by parent clubs and Scott 
Wootton not given permission to 
play - and although they took the 
lead they were emphatically beaten 
by the Championship pacesetters. 

Veteran full-back Ian Harte 
almost gave the visitors a ninth 
minute lead when he whipped a 
free-kick off the underside of the 
bar. 

The away side felt the shot had 
crossed the line and were then 
caught on the break a minute later 
when full-back Richard Brindley, 
only recently recalled from a loan 
spell at Scunthorpe, fired in a shot 
from the edge of the box that beat 
Lee Camp into the bottom corner. 

Stanislas mishit a shot wide 
before Jordan Bowery shot into the 
side-netting from the edge of the 
box at the other end. 

Bournemouth had started to 
improve their passing play and it 
paid off a minute before the break 
when MacDonald slid the leveller 
past goalkeeper Adam Collin after 
being played in by Kermorgant fol¬ 
lowing a long spell of possession. 

The visitors’ dominance contin¬ 
ued throughout the second half and 
Adam Smith tested Collin from the 
edge of the box with a swerving 
right footed effort that had to be 


\m ~ mm 



WM 
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AT THE DOUBLE: Yann Kermorgant scores against Rotherham in the FA Cup Third Round match 


tipped wide for a corner. 

Eddie Howe’s men took the lead in 
the 57th minute when Stanislas 
made amends for his earlier miss, 
rounding Collin before tapping into 
the empty net from Dan Gosling’s 
pass. 

Fraser made it 3-0 in the 64th 
minute when Rotherham were 


again carved open by a slick pass¬ 
ing move. Kermorgant put Fraser 
in on goal with a smart touch and 
he finished coolly beyond Collin 
into the bottom corner. 

Kermorgant then tucked in an 
easy chance after latching onto a 
cross from Stanislas’ centre mid¬ 
way through the second half with 


Rotherham defenders again admir¬ 
ing the attacking play. 

The Frenchman doubled his tally 
on 72 minutes after tapping in fol¬ 
lowing Collin’s wonderful save 
from Steve Cook’s powerful header, 
before substitute Matt Derbyshire 
missed two late chances for 
Rotherham. 


20IVIS 

AUGUST 

9 Exeter City (A).D1-1 

Wallace 

12 Peterborough (H) Lge Cup .W 1-0 

Storey 

16 Cambridge United (H).W 2-1 

Taylor, OG 

19 Northampton Town (H).W 2-0 

Wallace, Westcarr 

23 Oxford United (A).W 1-0 

Westcarr 

27 Stoke City (A) League Cup) .L 0-3 

30 Newport County (H) .L 0-1 

SEPTEMBER 

6 Burton Albion (A).L 0-2 

13 Southend United (A).L 0-2 

16 Dagenham & Red (H).W 3-0 

Dunne, Wallace, Barcham 


20 Wycombe Wanderers (H).D 1-1 

Ertl 

27 Hartlepool United (A).D 0-0 

OCTOBER 

4 York City (A).D 0-0 

7 Northampton (H).L 2-1 

Taylor 

11 Mansfield Town H .D1-1 

Robinson 

18 Bury A.L 3-0 

21 Stevenage H .W 3-2 

Wallace, Storey, Devera 

25 Shrewsbury Town A.L2-1 

Wallace 

NOVEMBER 

1 Carlisle United.W 3-0 

Westcarr, Storey, Hollands 

8 FA Cup 1st rd: Aldershot (H) .D 2-2 

Wallace, Hollands 

15 Plymouth Argyle A .L 3-0 

19 FA Cup R1 replay: Aldershot A .. .L 1-0 


22 Morecambe.W 3-0 

Westcarr, Wallace (2) 

29 Tranmere Rovers.L 3-1 

Wallace 

DECEMBER 

13 Accrington Stanley (H).L 2-3 

Bean, Westcarr 

20 Cheltenham Town (A).D 1-1 

Atangana 

26 AFC Wimbledon (H).L 0-2 

28 Luton Town (A).D 1-1 

Taylor 

JANUARY 

3 Tranmere Rovers.H 

10 Newport County.A 

17 Burton Albion.H 

24 Southend United.H 

31 Wycombe Wanderers.A 

FEBRUARY 

7 Hartlepool United.H 


10 Dagenham & R (7.45pm).A 

14 Exeter City.H 

21 Cambridge United.A 

28 Oxford United.H 

MARCH 

3 Northampton (7.45pm).A 

7 Accrington Stanley.A 

14 Luton Town.H 

17 Cheltenham Town (7.45pm).H 

21 AFC Wimbledon.A 

28 Shrewsbury Town.H 

APRIL 

4 Carlisle United.A 

6 Plymouth Argyle.H 

11 Morecambe.A 

14 Stevenage (7.45pm).A 

18 Bury.H 

25 Mansfield Town.A 

MAY 

2 York City.H 


2014ns 

AUGUST 

9: Huddersfield Town (A).W 4-0 

Pugh, Wilson 2, Kermorgant 

12 Exeter (A) League Cup.W 2-0 

OG, Gosling 

16: Brentford (H) .W1-0 

Stanislas 

19: Nottm Forest (H).LI-2 

Wilson 

23: Blackburn Rovers (A) .L 2-3 

Pitman, Cook 

26: Northampton (H) Lge Cup.W 3-0 

Gosling, Pitman, Wilson 

30: Norwich City (A).D 1-1 

Wilson 

SEPTEMBER 

13: Rotherham (H).D 1-1 

Cook 

16: Leeds Utd (H).LI-3 

Surman 

20: Watford (A).D 1-1 

Arter 

27: Wigan Athletic (H).W 2-0 

Kermorgant, Francis 

30: Derby County (A).L 0-2 

OCTOBER 

4: Bolton Wanderers (A) .W 2-1 

Wilson (2) 

18: Charlton Athletic H .W1-0 

Wilson 

21: Reading H.W 3-0 

Wilson, Pitman 2 

25: Birmingham City A.8-0 

Pitman, Wilson, Ritchie, Pugh 3, Rantie 2 
28: West Brom (H) League Cup .. .W 2-1 
O’Kane, Wilson 

NOVEMBER 

1: Brighton.W 3-2 

Greer og, Pugh, Kermorgant, 

4: Sheffield Wed.W 2-0 

Surman, Fraser 

8: Middlesbrough A.D 0-0 

22: Ipswich Town.D 2-2 

Kermorgant, Ritchie 

29: Millwall.D 2-2 

Cook, Pitman 

DECEMBER 

6: Wolves (A).W 2-1 

Arter, Ritchie 

13: Cardiff City (H).W 5-3 

Ritchie, Arter, Pugh, Kermogant, Wilson 

17: Liverpool (A) Lge Cup.L 1-3 

Gosling 

20: Blackpool (A).W 6-1 

Ritchie (2), Wilson, Pitman, Pugh, Arter 

26: Fulham (H).W 2-0 

Pitman, Arter 

28: Millwall (A).W 2-0 

Kermogant, Arter 

JANUARY 

10: Norwich City.H 

17: Rotherham United.A 

24: Leeds United.A 

31: Watford.H 

FEBRUARY 

7: Wigan Athletic.A 

10: Derby County (7.45pm).H 

14: Huddersfield.H 

21: Brentford.A 

25: Nottingham Forest (7.45pm).A 

28: Blackburn Rovers.H 

MARCH 

3: Wolves (7.45pm).H 

7: Fulham.A 

14: Blackpool.H 

17: Cardiff City (7.45pm).A 

21: Middlesbrough (3pm).H 

APRIL 

4: Ipswich Town.A 

6: Birmingham City.H 

11: Brighton.A 

14: Reading (8pm).A 

18: Sheffield Wednesday.H 

25: Bolton Wanderers.H 

MAY 

2: Charlton Athletic.A 


ALL THE LATEST LEAGUE RESULTS - SEE BACK PAGE 
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AND so 2014 came to an end, surely one of 
the most extraordinary years in 
Southampton Football Club’s history. 

It was a year of of stunning highs and the odd low 
or two. 

Was I the only one completely and utterly unsur¬ 
prised at Southampton’s rather “shocking” exit at 
the hands of lower league Sheffield United in the 
League Cup? 

It goes with the territory with being a Saints fan. 
Shock cup exits are par for the course for most of 
us. 

I barely batted an eyelid at Saints rolling over 
and dying in front of 4,000 loyal fans on a midweek 
trip up north. 

Yes, the result was desperately disappointing. 

A visit to Wembley could have elevated this 
Saints squad to legendary status. 

How many other clubs could lose half a first 
team, end up actually improving on last season 
and wind up at Wembley? 

It would have been, quite simply, one of the 
greatest achievements in English footballing his¬ 
tory. 

Instead, it just gets added to the long list of lame, 
insipid Saints’ cup performances. 

I’d be lying if I said I wasn’t desperately disap¬ 
pointed by the defeat. Any cup defeat hurts, but to 
get so close to the semi-finals and then surrender 
like that just adds lemon juice to the paper cut. 

But the loss shows just how far we’ve progressed 
as a club and yet stayed exactly the same. 

I wasn’t overly worried about losing to 
Manchester City and Manchester United, they’re 
two of the biggest clubs in Europe. 

To narrowly lose to United and the reigning 
champions is no disgrace. 

But losing to Sheffield United, when your fans 
have made a long midweek trip up north? It’s all a 
bit poor and to limp out in the fashion we did 
makes it all the more hurtful. 

The defeat shows the obvious flaws in the club. 

Being second in the league was always a false 
position. 

Saints aren’t going to finish runners up or chal¬ 
lenge for a Champions league place... at least not 
this season. 

This season was always one of rebuilding and 
stability, to finish in the same position as last year 
or higher would be an immense achievement,. 

Realistically, finishing in a European place 
would be just out of our reach this sea- 
son. 

The point being, and it showed 
against Manchester City, that sue- 
cess in modern English football is aBp****^ v 
based around the quality of your “ 
squad, not just your first team. 

Fully fit and firing on all cylinders, J||H 
Southampton’s first team is a match /-Sj 
for any team in this league. 

Get a few injuries and suddenly 
Saints look vulnerable. 

The modern game isn’t just about 
fielding a strong starting eleven, it’s about t ' A 
bringing on substitutes who can change 
the game. 

It’s the sort of muscle and fire \ 

power that helped Saints storm JR 
up the leagues from League 
One to the Premiership in GtL mL 


3EAUTIFU 


BY DAREN WHEELER 


consecutive seasons. 

The art is to balance the squad and to ensure the 
players are kept 

Soundly beating Everton and losing to Burnley 
showed us two things. 

By beating the Toffees, we showed we still have 
depth and ability but, above all, grit and determi¬ 
nation. 

We are a solid top ten side and with either right 
additions or the right internal promotions, there is 
no reason why we cannot push on for a Europa 
place. 

Defeat against Burnley shows us that these days 
there are no easy games and that the further you 
push up the table, the more teams are likely the 
park the bus and play one up front against you. 

No one batted an eyelid when Leicester stuffed 
Manchester United. 

No one predicted their season had imploded, peo¬ 
ple just laughed at their misfortune and no one 
was surprised when United rose back up the table. 

Why should anyone be surprised that Saints had 
a blip and struggled for a few games? 

The main point being that when questions were 
being asked of the team, they responded in mag¬ 
nificent manner. 

January is the real testing point. 

Secure the likes of Alderweireld, pictured below, 
on permanent contracts and, if the rumours are to 
be believed, entice the likes of Norweigian won- 
derkid Martin Odegaard, then the future looks 
extremely rosy for the club. 

Saints’ biggest failing could become their great¬ 
est asset. There’s no doubting the fact that we’re 
years away from challenging for the title. 

Clubs like Tottenham and Liverpool still appear 
to be an attractive proposition even though we all 
know they’re never going to challenge for the title 
and, let’s be honest here, are just as unlikely to 
win any silverware. 

We’ve only just this week had the remarkable 
sight of Adam Lallana relishing a possible League 
Cup final appearance. 

Yes, that’s right, Adam Lallana left Southampton 
to scale the high life that is the old Milk Cup. 

Saints’ weakness now becomes their greatest 
strength in so much as any decent footballer who’s 
after more than a big pay packet will look at 
, v Saints as being a strong option. 

fcY Odegaard is rumoured to be interested in 
w" Saints as their reputation of bringing 
through young talent is renowned across 
Europe. 

If he signs, it would be a major, major 
fc #51 ! coup. 

w '■ In closing, this season has been the 
very definition of a roller coaster ride 
and we’ve learned a lot from it. 

We’ve learned to take the word of the 
iIJm owner and chairman over some bloke 

■ttj from the pub and that there is life 

after “big” name players 
depart. 

* It The future’s bright, 

< ' M it certainly is red 

SEf >' and white. Have a 

dfKr gjjl '• V great new year. 


EXIT: Former 
Saints star 
Adam Lallana 
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Paine’s World. 


remains the 


The Saints legend’s (EXCLUSIVE) column on all things football 






/innumerable kids from the 1970s 
' to the 1990s took to their passions 
w not by reading books or following 
posts on YouTUbe, but by rushing 
back from school to get their home¬ 
work done quickly enough in order to 
allow them a bit of TV time. 

The greatest feeling was to watch people 
brave the centre stage and own the envi¬ 
ronment they were in - whether it be solo 
guitarists, or solo footballers. 

It was captivating to watch the magic 
unfold in the World Cups, with the 
Brazilians taking the globe by storm. 

Football was about style, illusions, 
dreams. 

In the late 1960s and early ’70s, Johan 
Cruyff and George Best showed off their 
mesmerising skills on the ball, inventing 
dribbles and having them named after 
them in some instances. 

Their long, flowing locks were more a 
stamp of the generation they played in - a 
generation that idolised rock stars. 

Later down the years, in the ’90s, when 
football began to reach even further out 
over the globe, new players caught the eye 
of the disciplined schoolboy. 

Roberto Baggio, Edgar Davids, Pavel 
Nedved and, into the new millennium, 
Ronaldinho, Zlatan Ibrahimovic and 
Lionel Messi. 

I have left out the “real” Ronaldo and the 
other “real” Ronaldo, as well as other 
greats like Zinedine Zidane, Thierry 
Henry, Dennis Bergkamp and Luis Figo, 
just to shed light on the topic of the body 
feint. 

These players found it simpler to wrong¬ 
foot the defender while running at him 
with blazing pace. 

Ronaldinho's solo style encapsulates the 
perfect dribble, where the player’s entire 
body is committed to fooling the other guy. 

The trick was to let the defender believe 
that the fishtailing of your hair was actu¬ 
ally a clue to unlock the next move. 

There lay the magic in it, the illusion. 
Players like Ronaldinho and 
Ibrahimovic threw their bodies to one side 
and then the other, with their manes trail¬ 
ing them, for a split second, in the wrong 
direction. 

It would not be a surprise if we were to 
find out that Messi built his game on 
Ronaldinho’s, and maybe Ronaldinho 
taught him this trick. 

But, as these players grew older and new 
tactics entered the world of football, they 
started moving on to quicker passing, 
having to conserve their energy for up 


to three games a week, in some cases. 

The players who chose to stick with the 
style, like 
Ronaldinho. 
found it hard 
to keep up. h 

Nowadays, 
there is an ^ 
increasing 
stress on the usage of the words 
“pass” and “release”. 

Not many coaches want to see shows of 
individual brilliance anymore. 

Yet, recently, in a game between Arsenal 
and Borussia Dortmund, where Arsenal 
found it hard to keep up with the pacy run¬ 
ners of their opponents, cameras caught 
many glimpses of Dortmund boss y 
Jurgen Klopp applauding his players / $ 
making mazy, hopeful runs at the 
Arsenal defence, while the viewers l 
found it hard not to grimace and say 
“He should have just passed!” 

Is this style coming back now? 

Will it overtake Total Football . 
and tiki-taka? Does the 
world want more unpre- 4 
dictability? 

Neymar, Alexis A 

Sanchez, Sergio Aguero, * 

Luis Suarez - these are a 
few names of South 
Americans who are back to 
try and haunt defences, 
trying to take them on sin¬ 
gle-handedly. 

The body feint might 
have taken some dents 
over the ages, and now • 
emphasis is going > 
back to how neatly y < 
one can get his 
feet around the 
ball without 
touching it, I 
but the ^ 
essence ^ 

same. 

The hair¬ 
styles may or 
may not return, 
that is up to the 
rockstars to decide, 
one thing is cer¬ 
tain, the players are giv¬ 
ing it a go again and are 
^ willing to risk it for the 
love of the game. 

For the gasping silence in the 
stands, they are willing to try 
their hand at magic. The drib¬ 
bler is surely on his way back. 


MASTER OF 
THE ART: 

Brazil’s 

Ronaldinho 


Jose Mourinho’s 


top moans... 


MAY 3, 2005 

Mourinho questioned the validity 
of Liverpool forward Luis Garcia’s 
goal which put Chelsea out of the 
Champions League semi-finals. He 
said: “I felt the power of Anfield, it 
was magnificent. I felt it didn’t 
interfere with my players but 
maybe it interfered with other 
people and maybe it interfered 
with the result. 

“You should ask the linesman why 
he gave a goal. Because, to give a 
goal, the ball must be 100 per 
cent in and he must be 100 per 
cent sure that the ball is in.” 


FEBRUARY 27, 2005 
Mourinho defended putting a fin¬ 
ger to his lips during the Carling 
Cup final against Liverpool: ”1 
don’t regret it. The only thing I 
have to understand is I’m in 
England, so maybe even when I 
think I am not wrong, I have to 
adapt to your country and I have 
to respect that.” 


CHELSEA manager Jose Mourinho 
believes his side have been 
unfairly criticised and targeted for 
diving in what he described as a 
“clear campaign” against his team 
following the 1-1 draw at 
Southampton. 

Here, The Pink looks at other 
occasions when the ‘Special One’ 
lost his cool in recent years. 
NOVEMBER 2014 


Mourinho leapt to the defence of 
striker Diego Costa after a goal¬ 
less encounter with Sunderland. 
The in-form hitman failed to add 
to his 11 goals for the season at 
the Stadium of Light but escaped 
punishment after appearing to 
kick out at John O’Shea, before 
picking up his fifth yellow card of 
the season for catching fellow 
defender Wes Brown with a flail¬ 
ing arm. However, asked if Costa’s 
feisty approach to the game was 
becoming a problem, Mourinho 
said: ‘’Why do you speak all the 
time about Diego? I don’t agree, I 
don’t agree. I was just told that he 
was unlucky to get the yellow 
card. We don’t cry about 
injured players or about 
suspended players.” 

FEBRUARY 2014 
The Portuguese 
described Arsene 
Wenger as a “special¬ 
ist in failure” after the 
Frenchman claimed 
that other Premier 
League bosses were play¬ 
ing down their title chances 
because they “fear to fail”. 

It was not the first time the pair 
clashed. In 2007 Mourinho 
attacked Wenger’s policies at the 
Gunners: “Unlike Arsenal, we 
sought success and tried to build 
it through a concept of the game 
using English players.” 

And in 2005, Mourinho responded 
to Wenger’s criticism of Chelsea’s 
transfer policy by saying: c ’l think 
he is one of these people who is a 
voyeur. He likes to watch other 
people. There are some guys who, 
when they are at home, have a big 
telescope to see what happens in 
other families. He speaks, speaks, 
speaks about Chelsea.” 

FEBRUARY 2006 


After losing to Barcelona in 2006, 
he was later given a two-match 
touchline ban by UEFA after say¬ 
ing: “When I saw Frank Rijkaard 
(then Barcelona coach) entering 
the referee’s dressing room I 
couldn’t believe it. When Didier 
Drogba was sent off (after half¬ 
time) I wasn’t surprised.” 

Referee Anders Frisk later quit as 
an official, but UEFA denied it was 
due to Mourinho’s comments. 


MORE SAINTS COMMENT ONLINE: WWW.DAILYECHO.CO.IFK 






























8 


THE DAILY ECHO 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 3, 2015 



Saints Spotlight 


AUGUST 

Sat 17 Liverpool. 

. . . .A 

L 1-2 

Forster 

Clyne 1 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Schneiderlin 

Wanyama 

Tadic* 

S Davis** 

W-Prowse 

Pelle 

Long* 

Isgrove** 


Sat 23 West Brom . 

. . . .H 

D 0-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Schneiderlin 

Wanyama 

Tadic 

S Davis* 

W-Prowse** 

Pelle 

Long* 

Cork** 


Tues 26 Millwall (LC 2) . . . 

... .A 

W 2-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Targett 

S Davis 

Wanyama** 

Isgrove* 

Long*** 

W-Prowse 

Pelle 1 

Tadic* 

Cork 1** 

Ramirez* 

Sat 30 West Ham. 

... .A 

W 3-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Schneiderlin 2 

S Davis 

Tadic 

W-Prowse** 

Long* 

Pelle 1 

Ramirez* 

Cork** 



SEPTEMBER 

Sat 13 Newcastle. 

.H 

W 4-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Cork 1*** 

Schneiderlin 1 

S Davis 

Tadic** 

Long* 

Pelle 2 

Wanyama* 

W-Prowse** 

Gardos*** 

Sat 20 Swansea. 

.A 

W1-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida* 

Bertrand 

Cork** 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse*** 

Tadic 

Long 

Pelle 

Gardos* 

S Davis** 

Wanyama T 

Tues 23 Arsenal (LC3) ... 

.A 

W 2-1 

Forster 

Clyne 1 

Fonte 

Gardos 

Targett** 

Wanyama 

Schneiderin 

S Davis 

Tadic 1 

Mane* 

Pelle 

Long* 

Bertrand** 


Sat 27 QPR. 

.H 

W 2-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 1 

Wanyama** 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis 

Tadic*** 

Mane* 

Pelle 1 

Long* 

Cork** 

Targett*** 


OCTOBER 

Sun 5 Tottenham. 

.A 

L 0-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Sat 18 Sunderland . 

.H 

W 8-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Sat 25 Stoke . 

.H 

W1-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Weds 29 Stoke (LC4) .... 

.A 

W 3-2 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 


Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama* 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Corkl 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis* 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Cork* 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis* 

Gardos** 

Targett 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis* 


Tadic 

Mane 

Pelle 

Long* 



Tadic 1 

Long** 

Pelle 2** 

Wanyama 1* 

Mane** 

Mayuka* 

Tadic 

Mane 1 

Pelle 

Wanyama* 

Gardos** 


Tadic 

Long 1 

Pelle 2 

Cork* 

Alderweireld** 



NOVEMBER 

Sat 1 Hull. 

.A 

W1-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Sat 8 Leicester. 

.H 

W 2-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Mon 24 Aston Villa. 

.A 

D 1-1 

Forster 

Clyne 1 

Fonte 

Sun 30 Man City. 

.H 

L 0-3 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 


Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 1 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin*** 

S Davis* 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

Long** 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin* 

S Davis*** 


Tadic** 

Long* 

Pelle 

Mane* 

Cork** 


Tadic 

Mane** 

Pelle 

Cork* 

Long** 2 

Reed*** 

Tadic 

Mane* 

Pelle 

Mayuka* 

Cork** 


Tadic 

Mane** 

Pelle 

Yoshida* 

Long** 

Mayuka* 


DECEMBER 

Weds 3 Arsenal . 

... .A 

L 0-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Mon 8 Man United. 

. . . .H 

L 1-2 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Sat 13 Burnley. 

. . . .A 

L 0-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Tues 16 Sheff Utd (LC5) .. 

... .A 

L 0-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Sat 20 Everton. 

. . . .H 

W 3-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Fri 26 Crystal Palace . 

... .A 

W 3-1 

Forster 

Clyne*** 

Gardos 

Sat 28 Chelsea. 

. . . .H 

D 1-1 

Forster 

Yoshida** 

Fonte 


Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Cork* 

S Davis 

Tadic** 

Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

S Davis 

Long** 

Tadic* 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

S Davis 

Hesketh* 

Tadic 

Gardos 

Targett* 

Wanyama*** 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse 

Bertrand 

Alderweireld 

Yoshida 1 

Bertrand 

Reed 

W-Prowse* 

S Davis 

Alderweireld 1 

Yoshida 

Bertrand 1 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse 

S Davis* 

Alderweireld 

Targett 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis*** 

Tadic* 


Long*** 

Pelle 

Yoshida* 

Mane** 

Mayuka*** 

Mane 

Pelle 1 

Hesketh* 

Mayuka** 


Mane** 

Pelle 

W-Prowse* 

Long** 


Mane** 

Long 

Isgrove* 

Mayuka** 

Alderweireld* 

Long** 

Pelle 1 

Targett* 

Gape** 


Mane 1 

Pelle** 

Wanyama* 

Long** 

McCarthy*** 

Mane 1 

Pelle 

W-Prowse* 

Gardos** 

Long*** 


JANUARY 

Thurs 1 Arsenal.H W 2-0 Forster 

Sun 4 Ipswich (FAC 3).H 

Sun 11 Man United .A 

Sat 17 Newcastle.A 


Alderweireld Fonte 


Wanyama 


Long** 


FEBRUARY 

Sun 1 Swansea.H 

Sat 7 QPR .A 

Weds 11 West Ham.H 

Sun 22 Liverpool .H 

Sat 28 West Brom.A 

MARCH 

Tue 3 Crystal Palace .H 

Sat 14 Chelsea.A 

Sat 21 Burnley.H 

APRIL 

Sat 4 Everton.A 

Sat 11 Hull .H 

Sat 18 Stoke .A 

Sat 25 Tottenham .H 

MAY 

Sat 2 Sunderland.A 

Sat 9 Leicester.A 

Sat 16 Aston Villa.H 

Sun 24 Man City .A 




Clyne out but 
Schneiderlin 
back for Saints 

SAINTS will again be without right-back Nathaniel 
Clyne (foot) for tomorrow’s FA Cup third round tie 
against Ipswich. 

France midfielder Morgan Schneiderlin will be available 
again following suspension for the Barclays Premier League 
win over Arsenal. 

Midfielder Sadio Mane is set for a scan after limping off 
after scoring against the Gunners, and had been scheduled 
to join up with Senegal ahead of the African Nations Cup. 
Japan defender Maya Yoshida has left on international duty 
at the AFC Asia Cup in Australia. 

Provisional Squad: Forster, Gardos, Fonte, Bertrand, 
Alderweireld, Schneiderlin, Ward-Prowse, Davis, 
Wanyama, Tadic, Pelle, Long, Davis, Isgrove, Targett, 
McCarthy, Reed, Rowe. 


SAINTS’ FIRST TEAM FIXTURES AND RESULTS 2014/15 



LA 

LG 

CA 

CG 

CSA 

CSG 


LA 

LG 

CA 

CG 

CSA 

CSG 


LA 

LG 

CA 

CG 

CSA 

CSG 

ARTUR BORUC 

0 

0 

0 

0 

50 

0 

NATHANIEL CLYNE 

18 

2 

4 

1 

80(5) 

5- 

SAM GALLAGHER 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3(17) 

2 

CODY CROPPER 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

JACK CORK 

5(6) 

2 

0(2) 

1 127(23) 

3 

SHANE LONG 

9(10) 

2 

3(1) 

0 

12(11) 

2 

KELVIN DAVIS 

0 

0 

0 

0 

292(1) 

0 

HARRISON REED 

1(2) 

0 

0 

0 

2(9) 

0 

EMMANUEL MAYUKA 

0(5) 

0 

0(1) 

0 

3(16) 


FRASER FORSTER 

20 

0 

4 

0 

24 

0 

MORGAN SCHNEIDERLIN 

15 

3 

3 

0218(31) 

13 

GRAZIANO PELLE 

20 

8 

3 

3 

23 

11 

PAULO GAZZANIGA 

0 

0 

0 

0 

18(1) 

0 

VICTOR WANYAMA 

13(5) 

3 

4 

0 

37(9) 

3 

JAY RODRIGUEZ 

0 

0 

0 

0 

59(17) 

26 

RYAN BERTRAND 

19 

2 

KD 

0 

20(1) 

2 

STEVEN DAVIS 

18(1) 

0 

3 

0 

78(18) 

6 

JAKE HESKETH 

KD 

0 

0 

0 

KD 

0 

MATT TARGETT 

1(2) 

0 

4 

0 

5(2) 

0 

LLOYD ISGROVE 

0(1) 

0 

1(1) 

0 

2(3) 

0 

DOMINIC GAPE 

0(1) 

0 

0 

0 

0(1) 

° 

JOSE FONTE 

19 

0 

4 

0 

200(5) 

13 

SAM MCQUEEN 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0(1) 

0 

JASON MCCARTHY 

0(1) 

0 

0 

0 

0(1) 

0 

FLORIN GARDOS 

2(4) 

0 

3 

0 

5(4) 

0 

GASTON RAMIREZ 

0(1) 

0 

0(1) 

0 

27(23) 

8 


TOBY ALDERWEIRELD 

15 

1 

0(2) 

0 

15(2) 

1 

DUSAN TADIC 

18 

2 

2(1) 

1 

20(1) 

3 


MAYA YOSHIDA 

8(3) 

1 

1 

0 

55(4) 

3 

SADIO MANE 

11(3) 

4 

2 

0 

13(3) 

4 


JACK STEPHENS 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0(1) 

0 

JAMES WARD-PROWSE 

7(3) 

0 

2 

0 

39(33) 

1 



KEY: LA: league appearances. LG: league goals. CA: cup appearances. CG: cup goals. CSA: career Saints appearances. CSG: career Saints goals. 
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Adam Bant 



we — lg S. g ^aam Leitch 


It could be a very 
happy new year 




BOWING OUT: Steven Gerrard in action for Liverpool against 
Saints in 2012. 


Will Stevie G be remembered 
as one of football’s greats? 


Saints. 

Excitement is ever building 
around St Mary’s as the New Year 
heralds the possibility of European 
qualification via the Premier 
League. 

There is of course still the pointy 
end of the season to negotiate, when 
the pressure will ratchet up a notch 
and a stern examination of mental 
as well as physical credentials will 
come into play. 

But you can do no more than to 
put yourself in a position to do well. 
You then must back yourself to see 
it through. 

Saints have done just that as they 
head into 2015 in a remarkable 
fourth place. 

What’s more, this looks sustain¬ 
able. While you would realistically 
have to say that holding that spot 
will be a huge challenge, there is no 
reason they cannot do it, or at worst 
maybe drift to fifth or sixth, which 
would represent a quite brilliant 
achievement. 

Results against some big clubs, 
such as the wonderful four points 
picked up against Chelsea and 
Arsenal, have really hardened the 
belief that Saints might be able to 
last the course. 

It had previously seemed as 
though they would need to do it 
purely based on beating the best of 
the rest of the Premier League, 
which left virtually no margin for 
error in those games. 

These latest results have suggest¬ 
ed otherwise. 

Added to this, Saints have a whole 
host of things which are about to 
play into their hands for the 
remainder of the campaign. 

They will get back to the kind of 


schedule that they had earlier in the 
season when things were going so 
marvellously. 

While the clubs who have been 
chasing them down start to worry 
about European matches again, 
travelling in midweek, getting play¬ 
ers injured, suspended or simply 
tired, Saints will generally be play¬ 
ing just once a week. 

It leaves the time in between for 
them to rest and recover, for knocks 
to heal and for Ronald Koeman to 
work his magic on the training 
ground. 

The fixture list itself is also not too 
shabby for Saints. They really have 
done the hardest bit already. 

Away from home they have two 
big guns to face in the shape of 
Chelsea and Manchester City, but 
you can have the luxury of forget¬ 
ting the latter of those games for 
now as it’s on the final day of the 
season and all bets are off for that 
anyway. 

Other than that they have to face 
Liverpool and Tottenham in what 


will be massive games, but both of 
those take place at St Mary’s, and 
you fear Saints facing no one on 
their own patch. 

The other matches all look 
winnable. To win them all is a her¬ 
culean effort, but nonetheless the 
point remains that Saints have done 
a lot of the hard work in many 
ways. 

They do still require a fair wind 
due to the lack of depth in their 
squad. 

Though once players return from 
international duty things will look 
better, they cannot afford key play¬ 
ers to get injured at the wrong times 
or it will make life very hard. 

But they are in there fighting, with 
a chance, and you cannot ask for 
much more. 

Koeman has done a quite remark¬ 
able job at Saints this season, and it 
would be fantastic if they could now 
see this through. 

If they can it will be one of the 
most memorable and brilliant cam¬ 
paigns in the club’s history. 


STEVEN Gerrard has probably 
picked a good time to get out 
of Premier League football, 
but the debate over whether 
he can be considered a great 
player or not rumbles on. 

To make that decision you can¬ 
not simply look at the trophies he 
has or has not won, with those 
who argue against placing in him 
in the highest category pointing 
out the lack of a Premier League 
winner’s medal. 

Gerrard has had a different 
career in that, having been a one 
club man during his professional 
life up to this point, he has stuck 
by a Liverpool squad that have 
been decidedly average much of 
the time. 

He has had to carry that team 
when they had some players who 
should never have played for a 
club such as that. 

The argument with Gerrard, if 
you are to have one, should not be 
that he should have won the 
league with Liverpool, though 
obviously we all remember the 
slip last season that might have 
cost that opportunity, but more 
his ambition. 

Though Liverpool are tradition¬ 
ally a bigger club than Saints with 


the amount they have won, the 
same accusation could be levelled 
at Gerrard as was thrown at Matt 
Le Tissier. 

There were opportunities to go 
to clubs where that medal would 
have been secured, but for what¬ 
ever reason he didn’t move. 

Whether that precludes you 
from a being a great is very much 
a matter of opinion therefore, but 
for Adam Rant it doesn’t rule 
Gerrard out. 

The only area where the Ranty 
one questions Gerrard’s criteria is 
on the subject of longevity. 

He has had a good career, but he 
is only 34, and therefore a couple 
more years at the top level were 
not out of the question, as Frank 
Lampard, who has won every¬ 
thing there is at club level, is 
proving right now. 

Gerrard though, in most peo¬ 
ple’s eyes, has been on the wane 
for a few years. 

It’s not that he doesn’t have 
great class, or has games where 
he is simply fantastic, but his legs 
have faded meaning he has strug¬ 
gled to have a consistent impact, 
game after game. 

That remains the only hurdle 
which might not have quite been 
overcome in an otherwise bril¬ 
liant career. 


■ The BDO will be hoping for a 
classic World Championship 
after the PDC’s darts bonanza 
has proved to once again be 
quite compelling. 

The standard seems to have 
gone up yet another notch, with 
some thrilling games and the 
depth of field now meaning you 
have genuine big guns facing 
each other as early as the sec¬ 
ond and third rounds. 

The BDO may well be the breed¬ 
ing ground for most of these 
guys, but if it isn’t to fade into 
obscurity it really needs to 
retain some of its younger stars 
as they come through the ranks 
and offer a serious challenge 
when it comes to the quality of 
play in its showpiece event. 

It’s certainly a tall order. 



MORE SAINTS COMMENT ONLINE: WWW.DAILYECHO.CO.IFK 



























10 


THE DAILY ECHO 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 3, 2015 



NO LIMITS: MY 
AUTOBIOGRAPHY 


BY IAN POULTER 


Sportsbookofthemonth.com 
price: £7 (saving £13 on rrp) 

Ian Poulter is a long way from 
being everyone’s cup of tea. 
Often perceived as brash and 
more than a little cocky, sports 
psychologists would probably 
interpret these traits as ran¬ 
dom displays of his inherent 
confidence; others might say 
he would have to be confident 
to don some of the clothes he 
wears. 


Yet set aside some of the non¬ 
sense, such as the outrageous 
clothes (liberal, even by golf’s 
sartorial standards) and the 
ridiculously excessive car col¬ 
lection and Poulter’s autobiog¬ 
raphy becomes a classic rags- 
to-riches story. 

Having started young (he was 
four when he first played), 
Poulter worked his way up to 
the very pinnacle of the golfing 
pyramid through a combination 
of hard work and even more 
hard work. Moreover, Poulter 
has never been afraid to take 
one step backwards in order to 
eventually 
take three 
or four 
forward. 

The story 
of how, 
when he 
couldn’t 
get a job 
as a pro¬ 
fessional 
at a pri¬ 
vate club, 
he applied 
instead to become an assistant 
in the pro shop at Chesfield 
Downs Golf Club, highlights 
this point. 

It perhaps also shows us that 
he can be frugal when neces¬ 
sary. While at Chesfield, the 
club pro made him pay full 
green fees whenever he want¬ 
ed to play in a club competi¬ 
tion. As a consequence, 
Poulter’s handicap remained at 
four, primarily because he 
never played in competitions. 

At the core of any successful 
golfer’s game lies a combina¬ 
tion of ability and mental 
toughness. What is clear from 
Poulter’s autobiography is that 
he possesses both in spades. 
When it comes to Ian Poulter, 
sports fans invariably blow hot 
or cold, but if you’re in the lat¬ 
ter category, suspend your bias 
for a while, ignore some of this 
book’s brasher passages and 
read instead about a dedicated 
sportsman who made it to the 
top. 



We’ve teamed up with Sports 
Book of the Month & have a 
copy of No Limits to give away. 


To win this week’s sports book, 
go to their website 
(www.sportsbookofthemonth.co 
m) and answer the following 
question: 


Who won the 2014 Open? 


Saints Spotlight 

MWT REPEAT POCH’S 
CUP MISTAKES, RON 




Simon Carter 

Simon, carter @dailyecho. co .uk 

SPORTS EDITOR 


AGAINST all the odds - and 
pretty sizeable ones at that - 
Saints have put themselves in 
with a great chance of qualify¬ 
ing for Europe via their league 
position. 

Their New Year’s Day win against 
Arsenal at St Mary’s kept Ronald 
Koeman’s history-chasers in fourth 
place in the Premier League. 

It is a situation that almost nobody 
could have imagined last August, 
and if anyone had believed it they 
would have been laughed at. 

The thought of Saints actually fin¬ 
ishing in the top four and qualifying 
for the Champions League is truly 
phenomenal, and the rest of the 
league - if they haven’t already done 
so - must now take them seriously. 

Even if Saints can’t go on and 
claim a top four finish, then fifth 
would guarantee them a Europa 
League place. 

If Chelsea or Tottenham end up 
winning the League Cup and also 
finishing in the top four, then a 
sixth-placed finish would see Saints 
qualify for the Europa League. 

Chelsea will almost certainly fin¬ 
ish in the top four, and following 
their New Year’s Day thrashing of 
Jose Mourinho’s men, we have to 
include Tottenham as genuine top 
four challengers. 

Though Mauricio Pochettino was 
coming under pressure a few 
months ago, Tottenham are only 
two points adrift of his former 
employers after their eyebrow-rais¬ 
ing victory over Chelsea at White 
Hart Lane. 

Therefore, and given we cannot 
write Arsenal off yet, it is impera¬ 
tive that Koeman takes the FA Cup 
seriously. 

Unlike his predecessor, he cer¬ 
tainly showed the League Cup some 
respect regarding his team selec¬ 
tions. 

Though he used the Capital One 
Cup to give Matt Targett some game 
time at left back, generally his 
League Cup starting XIs were simi¬ 
lar to his Premier League picks. 

The Dutchman now needs to treat 
the FA Cup with similar respect, 
again unlike his predecessor. 

I wrote last season, after 
Pochettino’s below-strength side 
had lost a fifth round tie at 
Sunderland, that Saints were not 
yet a big enough club that they 
could treat the FA Cup with any¬ 
thing resembling disdain. 

The competition has given the 
club their greatest-ever day - the 



MM 


MISSED OPPORTUNITY: A below-strength 
Saints went out to Sunderland in last season’s 
FA Cup 


1976 final - and all the fans who 
helped turn Cardiff s Millennium 
Stadium into a sea of blue and white 
12 years ago will never forget it. 

Winning the FA Cup provides a 
route into Europe through the 
Europa League. And, if the win¬ 
ners have already qualified for 
Europe via a different route, the 
runners-up will get the Europa 
League spot. 

That is what happened to Hull 
City last season, as FA Cup win¬ 
ners Arsenal had qualified for the 
Champions League. 

It was, of course, also the scenario 
that last sent Saints into Europe. 

Gordon Strachan’s men qualified 
for the 2003/04 UEFA Cup as FA 
Cup runners-up, as Arsenal had 
already finished in the top four. 

I do not expect Koeman to field 
his first choice side for tomorrow’s 
third round tie at home to Ipswich 
Town. 

Indeed, Mick McCarthy probably 


won’t field his first choice team 
either as he will be more concerned 
with the Tractor Boys’ 
Championship promotion chal¬ 
lenge. 

I expect Targett to get another 
run-out at left back, and I expect a 
fairly youthful bench. 

Other than that, though, Koeman 
will probably field a strong side. In 
fairness, he hasn’t really got many 
options as his squad isn’t the 
biggest. 

How great it is to welcome in the 
new year with Saints having a 
great chance of reaching Europe 
via both league and FA Cup. 

Pochettino fluffed his big chance 
last season. Given that the FA Cup 
represented Saints’ only realistic 
chance of reaching Europe - they 
weren’t going to finish in the top 
five or be relegated - he was guilty 
of showing the world’s greatest 
club KO competition something 
resembling contempt. 


I don’t see Koeman making the 
same mistake. 

He hasn’t made many in his short, 
sensational time at St Mary’s yet, 
has he? 

Yes, the manner of Saints’ League 
Cup exit at two divisions lower 
Sheffield United was incredibly 
poor - but the side he fielded should 
have been good enough to have won 
that night. It wasn’t as if he put out 
a reserve side. 

To sum up, the league provides 
Saints with a great chance to reach 
Europe. 

But so does the FA Cup. Please 
don’t forget that. 

The competition has been stripped 
of so much of its glamour post 
Premier League creation, but it can 
- and does - still provide the poten¬ 
tial for legends to be created. 

That is the opportunity Pochettino 
saw pass him by, and hopefully 
Ronald Koeman won’t make the 
same mistake. 


FOLLOW SAINTS’ MATCH WITH IPSWICH AT DAILYECHO.CO.UK 
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Non-league Football 




GETTING HIS FOOT IN: Blackfield’s Dan Cann, centre. 

Pictures: Chris Moorhouse. Order no: 28740876 


TUSSLE: Blackfield and Langley (green and white) take on Moneyfields at Gang Warily. 

Order no: 28739429 


BLACKFIELD PUT 
PAW TO MONEY 


BUOYANT Blackfield & Langley 
moved to within three points of 
Sydenhams Premier leaders 
Moneyfields with a dominant 
2-1 victory over the 
Portsmouth visitors at Gang 
Warily this afternoon. 

Goals by substitute Ed Zanin and 
the experienced Liam Green put 
paid to the Money men who, by 
their assistant boss Graeme Gee’s 
own admission, were beaten by the 
better team on the day. 

“We froze and Blackfield were 
way too good for us,” Gee admitted 
afterwards, 

The Watersiders made a late 
change to their starting line-up 
with young goalkeeper Jack 
Nicholson filling for the unwell 


Wendy Gee s 

wendy. gee@dailyecho .co.uk . ' 1 

NON-LEAGUE REPORT: 


Scott O’Rourke. 

Moneyfields, beset with midfield 
injuries, took five minutes to work 
their way into the game and, once 
they did, teenage hotshot Alfie 
Rutherford delivered a useful cross 
from the right which was just too 
high for Stuart Green. 

Blackfield responded with a clev¬ 
erly disguised Dan Cann pass to 
Jake Rowley to the right of the six- 
yard box but Moneyfields veteran 
keeper Dave Hook denied him. 

Blackfield survived a couple of 
handball shouts as Moneyfields 
encamped themselves in their area, 
but the Watersiders broke and 


Ekow Elliott tested Hook with an 
awkwardly bouncing strike from 
distance. 

Steve Hutchings, the league’s 
leading marksman, put a couple of 
headers and a shot wide but, despite 
getting their fair share of free- 
kicks, Moneyfields didn’t unduly 
trouble the hosts early on. 

But the Watersiders suffered a 
blow towards the half-hour mark 
when Young went off injured, caus¬ 
ing Elliott to switch over to the 
right while substitute Ed Zanin 
came on. 

Before the game had settled down 
again Moneyfields were awarded 
yet another free-kick this time from 
inside their own half. 

Tom Chapman delivered and the 
towering Hutchings headed it accu¬ 
rately on to strike partner 
Rutherford, who turned sweetly but 
his deflected shot went wide. 

On 36 minutes Blackfield again 
made good ground down the right 
but Cann, well marshalled by two 
Moneyfields defenders, fell as he 
tried to turn onto Rowley’s low 
delivery into the box. 

Blackfield finally made the break¬ 
through with 42 minutes gone and, 
inevitably, it emanated from the 
right. Liam Green delivered the ball 
to Elliott and the lively wide man 
sent a low cross into the six-yard box. 

Substitute ZANIN did the rest - 
the former Totton & Eling wide 
man going in with the keeper and 
prodding the ball home from close 
range. 



GOING FOR GOAL: Moneyfields’ Steve Hutchings with a header 

Order no: 28738699 



ON THE BALL: Blackfield’s Jake Rowley, left, against Moneyfields. 

Order no: 28740151 


Elliott wanted more of the same 
on 45 minutes but he fell under 
Chapman’s fair challenge after 
dancing his way across from the 
right and was booked for diving. 

Moneyfields applied the stoppage¬ 
time pressure, but Jack Lee headed 
over from a corner and Nicholson, 
who shone on his debut, got down 
sharply to save Rutherford’s low 
drive. 

Blackfield, who were fighting for 
every ball in difficult, slippery con¬ 
ditions, posed the first threat of the 
second half when powerful front 
man Cann laid it back for Liam 
Green to drill a low shot wide from 
26 yards. 

But there was no let-off for the vis¬ 
itors three minutes later when 
Liam GREEN advanced again and 
was this time picked out bt a preci¬ 
sion ball from Michael Durdey 
before slipping an angled shot past 
Hook for 2-0 with 52 minutes gone. 

The visitors nearly landed them¬ 
selves in further bother when 
Chapman’s loose defensive pass 
was intercepted by Liam Green but 
Moneyfields managed to cut out his 
attempted ball to the lively Zanin. 

B & L skipper Kev Gibbens then 


fouled Jake Raine some 25 yards 
from goal, but Moneyfields sub Ellis 
Martin’s free-kick drifted well wide. 

The visitors kept going however 
and, but for a magnificent intercep¬ 
tion by Gibbens, Rutherford would 
have capitalised. 

The league leaders suffered anoth¬ 
er injury set back on 73 minutes 
when Chapman limped off clutch¬ 
ing his hamstring and was replaced 
by George Thomas. 

Blackfield went close to a third on 
79 minutes when Rowley exchanged 
passes with Cann but got too heavy 
a touch as he shaped to shoot and 
the ball rolled through to Hook. 

Elliott then squandered an even 
bigger chance after skipping 
through a couple of challenges 
inside the visitors’ area. 

The end of the game became edgi¬ 
er than it needed to be for 
Blackfield when Moneyfields pulled 
back a late goal. 

Jake Morgan - back from a nine- 
match suspension - delivered a 
free-kick to the far post where 
defender Lee smashed the ball 
home. But it was too little too late 
for the league leaders as B & L held 
strong for a richly deserved win. 


world class 5-a-side Leagues • 3G rubber crumb turf 

> TEAM’S WANTED 


0 1ST GAME FREE 
© £60 WORTH OF BAR VOUCHERS 
© 3 FREE WEEKEND PITCHES 


Millbrook Point Road, 
Millbrook, Southampton 
Call 02380 510666 
or visit goalsfootball.co.uk 
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The Premier League transfer win¬ 
dow opens on Saturday morning 
and closes at 11pm on February 
2. Here, the Sports Pink looks at 
what clubs may be planning: 

ARSENAL 

What they need: The Gunners’ 
defensive shortcomings remain 
unsolved with a centre-half and a 
ball-winning midfielder still the 
priority. 

Potential arrivals: Virgil van Dijk, 
Ron Vlaar, Tyrone Mings, James 
Milner, Moussa Sissoko, Morgan 
Schneiderlin, William Carvalho 
Potential departures: Lukas 
Podolski, Yaya Sanogo, Joel 
Campbell 


ASTON VILLA 

What they need: To hold on to 
Ron Vlaar and Fabian Delph, 
whose contracts both expire in 
the summer, and sign a winger 
who can provide better service to 
Christian Benteke. 

Potential arrivals: Ikechi Anya, 
Matt Jarvis, Darren Fletcher, 
Lasse Vigen Christensen 
Potential departures: Fabian 
Delph, Ron Vlaar, Darren Bent 



BURNLEY 

What they need: Persuading top- 
scorer Danny Ings, above, to sign 
a new contract, or at least to stay 
until the end of the season, is 
essential with the club unlikely to 
alter their prudent approach to 
Premier League spending. 

Potential arrivals: Raul Albentosa, 

Giampaolo Pazzini 

Potential departures: Danny Ings 

CHELSEA 

What they need: Not very much. 
Jose Mourinho insists he has no 
plans to buy or sell in January. 

Potential arrivals: None 
Potential departures: Mohamed 
Salah, Petr Cech 

CRYSTAL PALACE 
What they need: The new manag¬ 
er will bring his own ideas for 
potential recruits but chairman 
Steve Parish continues to lead 
the club’s pursuit of at least one 
new striker. 

Continues on facing page 




WHAT A YEAR: Nathaniel Clyne celebrates scoring 
for Saints and, inset, Eastleigh players celebrate 
their FA Cup second round win. 


WE live in remarkable times. As 2014 
came to and a few days ago, we bid 
farewell to a phenomenal year of local 
sporting success stories. 

And, at the same time, we are metaphorically 
pregnant with expectation at what 2015 might 
bring. 

As 2014 dawned, who could have thought the 
forthcoming 12 months would see Saints lying 
second in the Premier League for a few weeks? 

Who would have thought AFC Bournemouth 
would be sitting proudly on top of the 
Championship table, the second tier of English 
football, on Christmas Day? 

Who would have thought Saints and 
Bournemouth would both win 8-0 in the league 
in the space of eight days? 

Who would have thought the year would end 
with Eastleigh in with a very realistic chance of 
promotion to the Football League? 

Yes, Eastleigh in the fourth division in 2015/16 
alongside Portsmouth! 

That is no longer the end product of a very 
vivid imagination. 

The Spitfires are in the Conference Premier 
play off zone with at least two games in hand on 
all the clubs above them and boasting one of the 
best home records in the top five divisions of 
English football. 

As for Saints, no year is ever dull at St Mary’s, 
at least not in modern times. 

But even by Saints’ high standards, 2014 was a 
spectacular 12 months that no fan will forget for 
a very long time. 

Cast your mind back to 2011. 

Who would ever have imagined Rickie 
Lambert, Adam Lallana and Luke Shaw would 
be appearing for England at the next World Cup 
in Brazil? 

But for injury, a third member of Saints’ 
2010/11 third tier promotion winning squad - 
Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain - might have played 
in last summer’s World Cup. 

Three years ago, who would have thought 
Lallana and Lambert, pictured below, 
would be playing in the Champions 
League? 

Who would have thought that Saints 
would not only be back in the Premier 
League but establishing themselves as 
a top eight club, just a few years after 
being in the third division? 

It is almost impossible to think that in 
2015 Saints could enjoy (or endure, 
depending on your point of view) a 
year as much as they could 2014. 

What do the forthcoming 12 
months hold for Ronald 
Koeman and Co? 

If Saints could claim 
a second successive i 
top eight finish, that 
would be a great 
achievement - far 
better than many 
fans would have 
predicted prior 


to the 2014/15 season starting. 

While Saints sitting pretty in the top four was 
‘ :e while it lasted, they were never realis¬ 
tically going to finish in a Champions 
League place. 

The clubs with the biggest and costli¬ 
est squads will almost certainly claim 
those four places. 

Not including players sent out on 
loan, Saints had the eighth most 
expensive squad in the top flight in the 
first half of the season. 

Money does not buy you success, we all 
know that. 

But it gives you a far better 
chance of it. 

Based on cash spent and the 
statistic I’ve just mentioned, 
Saints should finish in the 
top eight. 

At the moment, they are 
well on course to do that. 
When Saints boast the 
fourth most expensive 
squad in the Premier 
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League, then fans 
can expect them to 
realistically chal¬ 
lenge for the 
Champions League. 

To do that, though, will require the club to 
splash out well over £100m. 

Ahead of the current transfer window open¬ 
ing, Arsenal had the fifth most expensive squad 
at just over £242m. 

That was £152m more than Saints had spent 
on their squad. 

With that sobering thought in mind, could 
anyone - even the most optimistic Saints sup¬ 
porter - realistically expect Koeman, in his first 
season at the club, to mastermind a Champions 
League challenge? 

Football fans must be allowed to dream. 

If we couldn’t dream, there would be no point 
following the sport. 

But a little bit of reality never goes amiss, 
especially when we’re talking Saints reaching 
the Champions League. 

The top four might be beyond them - Ronald 
Koeman doesn’t share that view, however - but 


Simon Carter 

slmon.capter@daUyeoho.co.uk 

SPORTS EDITOR 
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gw could Saints finish fifth or sixth and 
qualify for Europe via the Europa 
_ League? 

That remains a more realistic 
“Xy- prospect. 

It would probably need Saints to 
finish above two of Liverpool, 
Tottenham and Everton - to finish 
fifth, probably above all three - but 
you don’t need a vivid imagination 
to see that happening. 

It would be a truly incredible 
story if Saints finished above 
—Pochettino’s Spurs, given how 
J quickly the Argentine was to depart 
St Mary’s last May. 

It would be even more amazing if 
Saints finished above Liverpool, bear- 
* - ing in mind they have never com¬ 
pleted a season above the red 
half of Merseyside. 

But surely that can’t happen, 
can it? 

Liverpool sign Adam Lallana, 
Dejan Lovren and Rickie Lambert, and 

., 



then finish below the club they signed them 
from? 

Football can be quite strange at times, but not 
that strange. 

Surely? 

Elsewhere, I would be delighted - really, real¬ 
ly ecstatic - if Bournemouth and Brentford can 
win automatic promotion to the Premier 
League. 

As an incurable football romantic, how won¬ 
derful it would be to see both these unglam- 
orous clubs reach the promised land of the top 
flight. 

Bournemouth, of course, have never been 
anywhere near the top flight in their history. 

Prior to last season, they had only ever spent 
three campaigns in the second tier - from the 
start of 1987/88 to the end of 1989/90. 

Brentford, though, have been in the top flight 
before. 

Indeed, they were the highest placed London 
club in the 1935/36 First Division, finishing fifth 
in their debut season in the highest division. 

Back then the Bees could pull in crowds of 
25,000 to Griffin Park, but times have changed. 


Like Bournemouth, the club’s current capaci¬ 
ty is under 12,000. 

Unlike the Goldsands Stadium, there is terrac¬ 
ing on all four sides of Griffin Park. 

It will be interesting to see what ground 
improvements Brentford can carry out if they 
win a sensational promotion. 

Ground improvements are something 
Eastleigh have carried out a lot of in the past 12 
months, following their promotion to the 
Conference Premier. 

The Silverlake Stadium now boasts a covered 
all-seater stand behind one of the goals, and a 
covered terrace opposite the main stand that 
was opened in the summer of 2004, just a year 
after Eastleigh had won the Wessex League title. 

That was then, and this is now. 

Another promotion in 2015 would take 
Eastleigh into the Football League. 

It seems strange even writing those words, but 
no-one should write Richard Hill’s upwardly 
mobile men off. 

The Spitfires have games in hand on the lead¬ 
ing clubs, and possess a superb home record. 

And, if Hill wants to strengthen during the 
current transfer window, then almost certainly 
Bridle will help. 

No one knows when the Eastleigh success 
story will stop, but at the moment they have 
momentum on their side. 

Having recently allowed striker Ben Wright to 
join Havant & Waterlooville, there is certainly 
room in Hill’s squad for at least one new face 
this month. 

Talking of Havant, the Hawks - as well as 
Gosport Borough - are in with a chance of emu¬ 
lating Eastleigh’s achievement last year of win¬ 
ning promotion to the Conference Premier. 

While Eastleigh’s rise up the pyramid is fairly 
meteoric, Gosport’s is even more so. 

As recently as 2007, the club were a 
Sydenhams Wessex League outfit. 

That was the season they pipped AFC Totton 
to the Wessex title, and have since achieved 
back to back promotions from the Southern 
League Division 1 (S & W) and Southern League 
Premier, both via the play-offs. 

This is only their second season at Conference 
South level, and in their first one they reached 
the FA Trophy final. 

Along the other coast from Southampton, we 
find another former Wessex 
club, Poole Town, continu¬ 
ing their own rise up the 
non league ladder. 

With games in hand, 

Tommy Killick looks like 
winning his fourth pro¬ 
motion as Dolphins boss 1 
since the start of the 
2010/11 camp. 

That would elevate 
Poole into the Conference 
South. 

Is there no end to the foot¬ 
balling success stories on 
the south coast? 

Oh yes, there is. 

Portsmouth FC. 

SUCCESS: 

Cherries 

boss 

Eddie 

Howe. 
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From facing page 


Potential arrivals: Bafetimbi 
Gomis, Peter Crouch, Yaya 
Sanogo, Pape Souare, Darren 
Bent 

Potential departures: Andrew 
Johnson, Jerome Thomas 

EVERTON 

What they need: Injuries have 
contributed to a disappointing 
first half of the season for 
Roberto Martinez, who may have 
to dip into the loan market to 
secure more cover up front and in 
defence. 

Potential arrivals: Mohamed 
Salah, John Ruddy, Marcelo 
Brozovic, Adnan Januzaj 
Potential departures: Christian 
Atsu, Bryan Oviedo 

HULL 

What they need: The Tigers were 
very active in the summer and 
want those signings to settle 
before adding too many new 
faces but a loan signing is not out 
of the question. 

Potential arrivals: Darren 
Fletcher, Lee Cattermole, 
Agyemang Badu, Aaron Lennon 
Potential departures: Hatem Ben 
Arfa, Yannick Sagbo 



LEICESTER 
What they need: Kasper 
Schmeichel, above, being injured 
means a new goalkeeper is 
required and money may also be 
available for a forward and cen¬ 
tre-back. 

Potential arrivals: Aleksandar 
Mitrovic, Danny Ings, Jermain 
Defoe, Troy Deeney, Jack 
Butland, David Marshall 
Potential departures: Nick Powell 

LIVERPOOL 

What they need: More upheaval is 
the last thing Liverpool want but 
it may be difficult to avoid given 
the team’s deficiencies in 
defence and up front. 

Potential arrivals: Petr Cech, 
Sergio Romero, Ron Vlaar, Fabian 
Delph, James Milner, Divock 
Origi, Saido Berahino, Charlie 
Austin 

Potential departures: Mario 
Balotelli, Fabio Borini, Lucas, 

Glen Johnson 

Continues on page 14 
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MANCHESTER CITY 
What they need: A striker, preferably 
eligible in the Champions League, to 
provide cover for Sergio Aguero, and 
an extension to Frank Lampard’s loan 
deal from New York. 

Potential arrivals: Edinson Cavani, 
David Villa 

Potential departures: Matija Nastasic, 
James Milner 

MANCHESTER UNITED 
What they need: Louis van Gaal is like¬ 
ly to be busy again in January with at 
least one central defender as well as a 
central midfielder required for United 
to become title challengers. 

Potential arrivals: Kevin Strootman, 
Martin Odegaard, Mats Hummels, 
Victor Valdes 

Potential departures: Anderson, 

Darren Fletcher, Anders Lindegaard, 
Adnan Januzaj 

NEWCASTLE 

What they need: A goalscorer to help 
Papiss Cisse would be beneficial but 
chairman Mike Ashley remains open to 
selling the club’s best players when 
the price is right. 

Potential arrivals: Danny Ings, 
Aleksandar Mitrovic 
Potential departures: Moussa Sissoko, 
Cheick Tiote, Tim Krul 



QPR 

What they need: To resist any offers 
for Charlie Austin, above, and take the 
pressure off their star striker by sign¬ 
ing at least one more centre forward. 
Potential arrivals: Jermain Defoe, 

Peter Crouch, Mauro Zarate, Ravel 
Morrison 

Potential departures: Adel Taarabt, 
Shaun Wright-Phillips, Charlie Austin 

SOUTHAMPTON 

What they need: The club has already 
signed winger Eljero Elia on loan and 
Ronald Koeman has said any other 
business is unlikely in January. 

Potential arrivals: Danny Ings, Nathan 
Redmond, Kevin Kampl, Jesus 
Corona, Philipp Wollscheid, 

Potential departures: Morgan 
Schneiderlin, Jay Rodriguez, Jack 
Cork, Artur Boruc, Paulo Gazzaniga 

STOKE 

What they need: Injuries to Peter 
Odemwingie and Victor Moses means 
Mark Hughes will look to strengthen 
his attacking options out wide. 

Potential arrivals: Aaron Lennon, 

Junior Hoilett, Nathan Redmond, Matt 
Jarvis 

Potential departures: Andy Wilkinson, 
Wilson Palacios, Peter Crouch 

Continues on facing page 


FLASHBACK: SAINTS’ 



Saints 7 Ipswich 


FULL HOUSEN: Fans packed out the Dell in January 1961 to witness Saints’ biggest ever FA Cup win, a 7-1 thumping of Ipswich. 


TO this day, it still stands as 
Saints’ biggest ever win in the FA 
Cup. 

It was January 1961 when Ted Bates’ 
side welcomed Alf Ramsey’s Ipswich 
to The Dell for a third round tie. 

The Tractor Boys would go on to win 
the Second Division that season, 
before being crowned champions of 
the top flight the year after. 

But on this day they were well and 
truly embarrassed by a vibrant dis¬ 
play from Saints, who ran out 7-1 win¬ 
ners. 

So good were the home side that 
they even scored Ipswich’s goal for 
them. 

Any hopes of a repeat when the two 
sides meet in the third round of this 
year’s competition tomorrow are cer¬ 
tainly unlikely. 

But none of the 20,422 people who 
piled into Saints’ old ground 54 years 
ago could have envisaged what was 
about to happen. 

The teams had played out a thrilling 
3-3 draw at Portman Road earlier in 
the season. 

Although goals were expected again, 



most would have imagined 
another similar even distri¬ 
bution. 

However, it was Bates’ men 
that went wild. 

Within a few minutes of the 
start, Tommy Mulgrew’s 
through ball found Georg 
O’Brien to make it 1-0. 

Midway through the half, 
Mulgrew turned scorer, dri¬ 
ving the ball in from close 
range after Terry Paine’s 
corner. 


“Well, it would have to 
have been close range for 
me to score it,” Mulgrew 
L old the Daily Echo back in 
2010. 

Four minutes later, Paine was 
fouled in the box and O’Brien 
made it 3-0. 

Just one minute later, O’Brien 
completed his hat-trick with a 
fantastic effort. 

“The third one was quite a spe¬ 
cial goal,” he said. “I hit it in 
from quite a way out.” 


Ipswich were rocking and Saints 
decided to deal the knockout blow 
before the break, as Harry Penk and 
Paine added further goals. 

“We were 6-0 up at half time and we 
just freewheeled in the s e c o n d half,” 
said O’Brien in an interview with the 
Daily Echo five years ago. 

Pe r h a p s feeling some sympathy 
for the stunned Tractor Boys, Saints 
half-back John Page provided the vis¬ 
itors with their consolation - an own- 
goal - shortly after the restart. 

But, fittingly, Saints got in one last 
word, as Mulgrew nodded in Derek 
Reeves’ cross to complete the rout in 
the 78th minute. 

So good was Saints’ performance, 
that some even rated it better than the 
5-1 thrashing of top flight Manchester 
City in the third round a season before 
when Ted Bates’ men were in the old 
third division (Reeves scoring four 
times). 

As Mulgrew explained: “Ipswich 
were going for the championship that 
season. 

“But we had a great team. 

“Sadly, within probably two years 
we broke up, but we had a really good 
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CLASSIC CUP CLASH 


Football Spotsi 

Gossipy News 
8» Moves! 


From facing page 

SUNDERLAND 

What they need: The Black Cats had 
the third lowest scoring total in the 
league at the turn of the year and des¬ 
perately need a striker to supplement 
the misfiring Connor Wickham and 
Steven Fletcher. 

Potential arrivals: Danny Ings, Fabio 
Borini, Mohamed Salah, Giampaolo 
Pazzini 

Potential departures: Jozy Altidore, 
Charis Mavrias, Lee Cattermole 

SWANSEA 

What they need: The club are confi¬ 
dent of keeping Wilfried Bony, pic¬ 
tured below, but need cover for their 
in-form striker, who goes away for the 
African Nations Cup, while another 
left-back to compete with Neil Taylor 
would also prove useful. 



TOTTENHAM 

What they need: Slimming down a 
bloated squad will be Mauricio 
Pochettino’s priority but a defensive 
midfielder and a striker would certain¬ 
ly prove welcome additions. 

Potential arrivals: Morgan 
Schneiderlin, Fabian Delph, Jay 
Rodriguez, Hector Moreno, Jackson 
Martinez, Saido Berahino 
Potential departures: Vlad Chinches, 
Kyle Naughton, Mousa Dembele, 
Paulinho, Andros Townsend, Aaron 
Lennon 


side, as Ipswich found out.” 

Penk, another interviewed by the 
Daily Echo at the start of the current 
decade, recalled: “They (Ipswich) 
were top of the league and did go up as 
champions in the end. 

“So it was quite a win. 

“Nobody expected it because they 
were doing so well. 

“Alf Ramsey was the manager and it 
was quite a day. 

“The legends we had at The Dell 
then, to be part of that was great.” 

O’Brien was the hero that day, bag¬ 
ging a famous hat-trick - something 


he did on many occasions in the red 
and white. 

It is a memory that still lives on 
fondly with him. 

“They won the league that season, 
then they won the First Division the 
year after,” he recalled. 

“It was a good game, they were a 
good side and it felt good beating 
them. 

“Alf Ramsey came in after the game 
and said ‘Well done lads’ - as the tears 
were running down his cheeks.” 

O’Brien added: “We got close to 100 
goals a year at that time. 


“That’s what the spectators like to 
see and we supplied them with plenty 
of it. 

“But we had deficiencies at the back, 
obviously.” 

As for Paine, the Dell legend’s per¬ 
formance that day may just have been 
one of the most important he ever pro¬ 
duced in his career. 

“It was the first time I probably put 
myself in Alf Ramsey’s memory,” he 
said. “I just left that little grain in Alf s 
mind that day for when he took over 
England in ’63. 

“I sort of came into his plans and 


that performance there did it for me.” 

Paine also reserved praise for 
O’Brien - someone he doesn’t believe 
got enough credit for his talent as a 
forward. 

“George O’Brien was a great player 
and one of the best finishers ever at 
Southampton Football Club,” he 
said. “He didn’t get enough credit.” 

It was certainly a case of after the 
Lord Mayor’s Show for Saints in 
1960/61. 

Drawn at home in the fourth round 
against another Second Division side, 
Leyton Orient, Saints were beaten 1-0. 


WEST BROM 

What they need: Alan Irvine’s replace¬ 
ment will want funds to strengthen the 
struggling Baggies but there is unlikely 
to be much activity unless top 
goalscorer Saido Berahino is allowed 
to leave for a large fee. 

Potential arrivals: Danny Ings, Matt 
Jarvis 

Potential departures: Saido Berahino, 
Jason Davidson 

WEST HAM 

What they need: If the club opt to sell 
Winston Reid rather than risk losing 
him on a free in the summer, Sam 
Allardyce will want defensive rein¬ 
forcement but the Hammers are 
unlikely to be busy after a successful 
window in the summer. 

Potential arrivals: Nicolas N’Koulou, 
Doneil Henry 

Potential departures: Winston Reid, 
Ravel Morrison, Matt Jarvis 



Potential arrivals: Joel Campbell, Alex 
Pritchard, Leo Baptistao, Matt Grimes 
Potential departures: Bafetimbi Gomis, 
Alan Tate, Wilfried Bony 
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BARTOSZ Bialkowski will be 
hoping to exorcise the 
demons of his last St Mary’s 
appearance in this weekend’s 
FA Cup third round clash. 

The Polish goalkeeper made 
the last of his 22 appearances 
for Saints in December 2011. 

It was an outing to forget, 
as he let a long range Callum 
McManaman shot squirm 
through his grasp to give 
Blackpool a 2-1 lead in a 
Championship match. 

Rickie Lambert rescued a 
point for Nigel Adkins’ side in 
the closing seconds, but 
Saints’ 21-match winning run 
at St Mary’s was over. 

With Kelvin Davis fit again 
after that, there was never 
any way Bialkowski was 
going to win back his place. 

It was a disappointing way 
for the player to end his six 
and a half year spell at his 
first English club. 

Bialkowski was only 18 
when he arrived at Saints in 
the January transfer window 
nine years ago, signed for 
£50,000 from Gornik Zabre. 

He made his Championship 
debut the same month, 
George Burley dropping Paul 
Smith and bringing in his new 
signing for the home game 
against Crystal Palace. 

Bialkowski kept a clean 
sheet in a 0-0 draw. 

Sadly, the newcomer suf¬ 
fered a serious knee injury 
the following month in an FA 
Cup tie at Newcastle that was 
to see him sidelined for the 
best part of a year. 

By the time he returned, 
Burley had signed Davis for 
£1m from Sunderland and he 
was firmly established as 


Saints’ first choice No 1. 

Due to Davis’ superbly con¬ 
sistent form, Bialkowski never 
got a real run of games. 

He played several games 
towards the end of 2006/07, 
including both legs of the 
play- off semi final loss to 
Derby. 

After that, his only other 
period in the first team was in 
the first half of 2009/10, when 
Davis was again injured. 

Bialkowski played his part in 
helping Saints to Wembley in 
the Johnstone’s Paint Trophy 
by emerging as the team’s 
hero in a penalty shoot-out 
victory over fellow League 1 
side Norwich at St Mary’s. 

In the visitors’ goal that 
night was none other than 
current Saint Fraser Forster. 

Bialkowski was released by 
Saints in the summer of 2012 
and promptly joined Notts 
County, where he made 84 
League 1 outings in two sea¬ 
sons before signing a two 
year deal with Ipswich last 
year. 

After starting the season as 
Mick McCarthy’s No 2 keeper 
to Dean Gerken, Bialkowski 
got his chance at the begin¬ 
ning of November. 

He has played the last ten 
Championship games, and 
has yet to finish on the losing 
side. 

Town have leapt into auto¬ 
matic promotion contention 
by winning eight of those ten 
games, drawing the other 
two. 

Bialkowski has only conced¬ 
ed six goals in 15 hours dur¬ 
ing that time, two of which 
came in a 2-2 draw at leaders 
Bournemouth. 


Simon Carter 


< 




Simon. carter@dailyecho .co.uk 

SPORTS EDITOR 


DAVID MCG0LDRICK was 16 when 
he arrived at St Mary’s in the sum¬ 
mer of 2004. 

Despite his young age, he had already 
made his debut for Notts County the 
previous January. 

In his first season at Saints, he helped 
the club reach their first ever FA 
Youth Cup final. 

Harry Redknapp, pictured below, 
handed him his senior Saints debut in 
September 2005, in a miserable 1-0 
League Cup loss at two divisions lower 
Mansfield Town. 

McGoldrick was sent back to Notts 
County on loan prior to making his 
Saints league debut as a sub in the 2-0 
home win over Millwall in April 2006. 

The same month he scored a hat-trick 
against Aston Villa in the Premier 
League under-19 final, Saints winning 
3-2 against Aston Villa with the likes of 
Gareth Bale and Adam Lallana also in 
the team. 

McGoldrick’s first senior Saints goal 
came in his first appearance of the 
2006/07 campaign. 

Coming on as a 65th minute sub in a 
League Cup tie second round tie at 
Millwall, McGoldrick completed 
Saints’ 4-0 victory in the last minute. 

He made 10 more appearances - 
including his first league start for 
Saints against Burnley in January 2007 
- prior to joining Bournemouth on loan 
the following month. 

He was a big hit at Dean Court, net¬ 
ting six times in 12 League 1 games and 
helping Cherries finish just above the 
third tier relegation zone. 

After his loan spell ended, 
McGoldrick returned to St Mary’s and 
made one brief sub appearance in a 1-0 
win at Norwich. 

George Burley sent McGoldrick out 
on loan again following the start of 
2007/08, the striker joining Port Vale 
until the end of December. 

He was to score just twice in 17 games 
for the Valiants. 

Upon his return to St Mary’s, he was 
back on the first team scene under first 
Burley, then caretakers John Gorman 
and Jason Dodd, and latterly Nigel 
Pearson. 

He failed to score in ten appearances, 
though, culmi¬ 




nating in a 5- 


0 thrashing 
at Hull in 
mid 
March - 
his final 
outing 
under 
Pearson 
as Saints 
fought, 
success¬ 
fully, for 
their 


Championship survival. 

Never a first team starting regular at 
St Mary’s in his first four years at the 
club, all that was to change in the sum¬ 
mer of 2008 when Pearson was jetti¬ 
soned by the returning Rupert Lowe 
and Michael Wilde partnership. 

In came Dutchman Jan Poortvliet, 
with a mandate to produce a winning 
Saints team with a squad heavily 
drawn from players who had come 
through the club’s celebrated acade¬ 
my. 

Poortvliet, in hindsight, never stood 
a chance as his young side, with hard¬ 
ly any experienced players to help the 
promising youngsters, struggled from 
the outset. 

McGoldrick was a regular through¬ 
out the disastrous 2008/09 cam¬ 
paign, which ended with Saints 
not only relegated to the third tier 
for the first time since 1960 but 
i with their parent company 
i Southampton Leisure Holdings 
V PLC in administration. 


McGoldrick was one of the few shin¬ 
ing lights of that campaign, far and 
away the most miserable in the club’s 
entire history. 

He ended the season as Saints’ lead¬ 
ing scorer with 14 league and cup goals 
from 50 appearances - easily his most 
prolific term up to that point. 

Saints only won 10 league games out 
of 46, and his goals came infive of those 
wins - the only goal at Derby and 
Barnsley and at home to Cardiff and 
Crystal Palace, and the 90th minute 
winner as Saints came from 2-0 down 
to win 3-2 at Preston North End. 

In the worrying summer that fol¬ 
lowed, as administrator Mark Fry 
sought a buyer to spare Saints from 
oblivion, McGoldrick was sold in order 
to ensure some money continued to 
come into the club. 

He returned to his home city to sign 
for Nottingham Forest for around £lm. 

However, the homecoming was 
never a successful one. 

The player only scored three times in 


_ 
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FLASHBACK: David McGoldrick in action for 
Saints in 2009 and, inset, making his debut for 
the Republic of Ireland in November last year. 


Ground was coming to an end and 
in 2011/12 he only made 10 appear¬ 
ances and failed to score. 

Sent on loan to League 1 club 
Sheffield Wednesday, he netted 
once in four outings. 

McGoldrick’s re-emergence as a 
striker started when he joined 
Coventry City on loan in 2012/13. 

Newly relegated to the third tier, 
and starting the season on minus 
10 points - as Saints had done a few 
years earlier - the club were in des¬ 
perate need of a pick-me-up and 
McGoldrick provided it with 16 
goals in just 21 appearances. 

Such form alerted Ipswich boss 
Mick McCarthy, who initially took 
McGoldrick to Portman Road in 
January 2013 on loan until the end of 
the term. 

He proceeded to score four 
times in 14 appearances on 
JPr his return to the second tier. 
mr Signed permanently in the 

summer, McGoldrick went on to 


enjoy his best ever season in 
2013/14, belting 16 goals for the 
Suffolk side in 34 league and cup 
appearances. 

And that was despite his season 
ending in February when he picked 
up a serious knee injury that ruled 
him out of the rest of the cam¬ 
paign. mH 

Restor- ^ 

ed to full 

fitness, A 

McGol- v "NMjg Wi 

drick has \ 

been less of \ 

a goal \ v 

threat this \ L ' 

term, and has j l 

six goals from ^ 

his opening 22 g r ; : 

league and cup 1/ ft | 

appearances. I f 

He also made his • * ' 
senior international ; - 
debut for the 

Republic of Ireland 


last November, in a 4-1 win against 
the USA. McGoldrick was alongside 
his Ipswich strike partner Daryl 
Murphy in that game, with Saints 
striker Shane Long coming on for 
Murphy in the second half. 

Murphy, left, is Ipswich’s 
BB^ leading scorer 

by some dis- 
• k tance this 

$ three more 

7 than he man- 

i aged in the 

: |v whole of last 

flHraf7 As a result, it is 
the ex- 

BmT v Sunderland and 
^ Celtic man who 
appears to be the 
‘ main threat to Saints 

in the FA Cup, rather 
than McGoldrick. 


appearances m 
2009/10, a season y 
which ended with 
Forest losing to A B 
Blackpool in the 
Championship play ^ 
off semi finals. 

Forest suffered 
more heartache at the 
same stage of the 1 
2010/11 campaign, los- ' 
ing to Swansea in a sea¬ 
son where McGoldrick 
scored six times in 24 
outings. 

His time at the City 


No sacking 
worries for 
Pearson 

FORMER Saints boss Nigel 
Pearson insists the start of the 
managerial merry-go-round has 
not put him under any more 
pressure at lowly Leicester. 

The sacking of Neil Warnock 
at Crystal Palace was followed 
almost immediately by the dis¬ 
missal of Alan Irvine at West 
Brom and Pearson would 
appear to be the one now most 
under threat, with his side bot¬ 
tom of the Premier League and 
four points from safety. 

However, the Foxes boss is 
refusing to let speculation 
about his future distract him 
from masterminding his side’s 
fight against relegation back to 
the Championship. 

“I probably won’t change my 
approach at all,” he said. 

“Unfortunately, before 
Christmas there were none and 
now there are three of four 
(managerial) changes. 

“Football has been blighted 
with too many changes - this 
season has 
been slightly 
different, but 
one goes 
and it seems 
to be a sig¬ 
nal for 
changes. 

“I can’t 
spend too 
much time 
analysing 
how that 
works out. 

“All I can 
do is focus 
on our own situation. I will 
always do the job I feel is cor¬ 
rect for us but it is inevitable as 
a manager you will lose your 
job. 

“What I know about our own¬ 
ers is we have a very good per¬ 
sonal and working relationship 
and their decision will always 
be based on what is right for 
the club. 

“I am in no position to argue 
any different to any other man¬ 
ager. They will do what is right. 

“Clearly our priority is the 
Premier League.” 

And Pearson, pictured above, 
is confident his side have what 
it takes to escape the drop, 
despite only registering three 
wins so far this season. 

“As a side coming up it is 
never easy to compete at the 
same level against established 
Premier League clubs but all 
the sides who were promoted 
last season have shown ability 
over the last few weeks to get 
results,” he said. 

“We have to try to build on 
that. We are still not in a great 
position but we have to build on 
the positives we have had and 
not concentrate on what people 
are saying. 
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Giving 
tradition 
the boot 

WHITE boots are now by far the most 
common among top-flight footballers, 
with almost 48 per cent of players 
favouring that colour in a recent round 
of Premier League action. 

White boots were once an indication 
of a special player - or at least a play¬ 
er who thought he was special. 

For those less gifted, the old Henry 
Ford adage used to apply: “You can 
have any colour you like, as long as 
it’s black.” 

But judging from the colours on dis¬ 
play in top-flight games played 
between December 13 and 15, it 
seems it’s over three times more likely 
for a player to wear white boots than 
the traditional black - just 15 per cent 
of players wore that colour. 

Green - in its various shades - was 
also more popular than black on 16.4 
per cent. 

PA reporters were asked to make a 
note of the base colour of boots worn 
by all 220 players in Premier League 
starting line-ups. The survey found 17 
different varieties - in some cases 
there were two colours that had to be 
classed as the base. 

Hull were found to be the most ‘old 
school’ team with six pairs of black 
boots, but even in these cases the 
toes were a different, brighter colour. 
Stoke, Chelsea, Leicester and Everton 
steered clear of black boots altogeth¬ 
er, while Manchester United, West 
Ham and West Brom sported the 
greatest range with six different 
colours worn by their starting Xls. 

Diego Costa had his shooting boots 
on as he notched his 12th of the sea¬ 
son in the 2-0 win over Hull - and 
what boots they were. The Spain strik¬ 
er’s footwear was an assault on the 
eyes of pink and blue, with pink just 
about ‘shading’ it. 





DIEGO COSTA’S BOOTS 


TEAM-BY-TEAM FINDINGS: 

Arsenal: White 6, black 2, green 1, blue 1, sky 
blue 1. 

Aston Villa: White 8, black 1, green & white 1, 
green 1. 

Burnley: White 6, green 3, orange 1, black 1. 
Chelsea: White 5, green 2, green & blue 2, pink 1, 
turquoise 1. 

Crystal Palace: White 5, green 2, black 2, yellow 
2. 

Everton: White 6, green 3, orange 1, yellow 1. 
Hull: Black 6, white 4, green & blue 1. 

Leicester: White 9, green 1, orange/black 1. 
Liverpool: White 6, green 4, black 1. 

Manchester City: White 3, black 3, green 2, sky 
blue 2, yellow/orange 1. 

Manchester United: White 3, green 3, black 2, 
orange 1, yellow 1, orange/blue 1. 

Newcastle: White 6, orange & blue 3, orange 1, 
black 1. 

QPR: White 5, green 4, black 2. 

Southampton: White 7, green 2, black 2. 

Stoke: White 5, orange 4, yellow 2. 

Sunderland: White 5, black 3, blue 1, pink 1, 
luminous yellow/green 1, 

Swansea: White 4, black 3, green 2, blue 1, silver 
1. 

Tottenham: White 5, green 3, yellow 1, black 1, 
red 1. 

West Brom: White 5, black 2, green & blue 1, 
green 1, yellow 1, orange/yellow 1. 

West Ham: Pink 2, white 2, green 2, orange 2, 
luminous yellow/green 2, black 1. 
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Jason McCarthy (Totton) 2014-present 

The former Hounsdown schoolboy, where he 
was three years below Bath rugby star David 
Sisi, is from the boxing dynasty that includes 
former light-heavyweight star Steve McCarthy 
and former Winchester City FC owner Paul 
McCarthy. 

So it was fitting that he should make his 
debut on Boxing Day. 

Saints’ U21 captain is a natural leader, who 
made his Premier League debut when he 
replaced the injured Nathaniel Clyne after 87 
minutes of the win at Crystal Palace. 

First made the first-team bench for the 
Capital One Cup win against Bristol City in 
September 2013. Also an unused sub in this sea¬ 
son’s Capital One Cup win at Arsenal. 

Matt Targett (Eastleigh) 2014-present 

Academy graduate Targett has emerged this 
season, albeit as back-up to first choice left- 


for Saints academy graduates in 
2014, all of which have been for 
players from the south - and four 
of them made their bows last 
month. 

Jason McCarthy, from Totton, became the 
latest player to make the step up when he came 
on for the injured Nathaniel Clyne in the 
Boxing Day win at Crystal Palace, writes BEN 
CHURCH and SAMUEL WINTER. 

Eastleigh’s Matt Targett helped Saints to a 
deserved point on his full Premier League 
debut against Chelsea, having made his debut 
as a late sub, like McCarthy, against QPR in 
September (in doing so he became the first 
Southampton-born Saint to play in the top 
flight since Franny Benali). 

Targett’s full debut will be remembered by 
most for the foul on Cesc Fabregas which so 
outraged Jose Mourinho when no penalty was 
forthcoming. 

But he was otherwise outstanding, having 
already impressed during Saints’ run to the 
Capital One Cup quarter-finals. 

A week earlier, midfielders Harrison Reed, 
from Worthing, and Dominic Gape, from the 
west Dorset village of Burton Bradstock, made 
their debuts in the 3-0 win against Everton. 

And at the beginning of the month playmaker 
Jake Hesketh - born in Manchester but 
brought up in Whiteley - made his bow against 
Manchester United. 

2014 also saw Sam McQueen become the 
club’s first Southampton-born player since 
Jamie White, when he played eight minutes of 
the FA Cup defeat at Sunderland in February. 

McQueen will no doubt join the growing list 
of Hampshire-born Saints to play in the top 
flight, which stands at 24 following McCarthy’s 
appearance at Selhurst Park. 

This is the elite group, with much of the infor¬ 
mation courtesy of All the Saints, A Complete 
Who’s Who of Southampton FC. 

(White, Oliver Lancashire, John Flood, Bob 
Charles, Tim Coak and Bill Ellerington were 
born locally but did not play in the Premier 
League/first division). 


back Ryan Bertrand. The majority of Targett’s 
senior minutes have come courtesy of Saints’ 
League Cup run. However, having made his 
Premier League debut from the bench, tasked 
with closing out Saints’ victory over QPR. 

Comes from Eastleigh, where he attended 
Cherbourg School, and last month signed a new 
five-year contract. 

Saints will be hoping HE stays at St Mary’s 


longer than the last home-grown left back to 
sign a five-year deal, Luke Shaw. 

James Ward-Prowse (Portsmouth) 2012- 
present 

A former Pompey season-ticket holder, the 
city in which his dad is a barrister, the mid¬ 
fielder made his senior debut against Crystal 
Palace in the League Cup in October 2011. 
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Made his Premier League debut against 
Manchester City on the opening day of 
Saints’ first season back in the top flight and 
has been a regular ever since. 

Has also impressed for England U21s, mak- 
r < ing 11 appearances and scoring three goals. 
His eye for a pass and devastating set-piece 
ability points towards a very exciting future 
for the midfielder. 


Calum Chambers (Petersfield) 2013-14 

First brought to the Saints Academy aged 
seven. Made his Premier League debut 
against West Brom in Saints’ opening game 
of the 2013/14 season. 

Has played for England’s youth teams in 
every age-group and his potential and ability 
to play anywhere across the back persuaded 
Arsenal, who signed him last summer for up to 


£16m. Since his move to the Emirates, 
Chambers has played in the Champions 
League and has been awarded his first senior 
international cap, coming off the bench in 
England’s victory over Norway. 

Wayne Bridge (Winchester) 1998-2003 
Picked out from local Winchester club, 
Oliver’s Battery, Wayne Bridge made his 




_ 


Francis Benali (Portswood) 1988-2003 

Cult-hero ‘Franny’ started his career with 
his hometown club as a striker. After earning 
3 call-ups to England Schoolboys, Franny was 
gradually moved back, until he found himself 
in defence. 

Benali established himself as fan favourite, 
making 311 appearances for Saints. His play¬ 
ing career ended with a brief loan spell at 
Nottingham Forest and with a flirtation with 
lower league side Eastleigh, but the ex¬ 
defender was excited by the prospect of 
coaching. 

He stayed loyal to Saints and became coach 
of the youth sides and helped out with the 
reserves. More recently he has coached at 
Romsey FC and Colden Common and the Le 
Tissier School of coaching. 

He raised nearly £200,000 for Cancer 
Research UK by completing Benali’s Big Run 
in September. A staggering feat of endurance, 
it involved running 1000 miles in three weeks 
- from Newcastle’s St James’ Park to St 
Mary’s via the other 18 Premier League 
grounds. 

Kevin Gibbens (Southampton) 1997- 
2001 

Picked out of Saints’ youth team, three 
months into his senior contract, to make his 
Premier League debut in a 4-2 win against 
West Ham. 

However, he made only nine appearances in 
four seasons for Saints and joined Oxford 
United in 2002 before dropping into non¬ 
league. After brief spells at Basingstoke and 
Eastleigh the midfielder signed a contract 
with local side Sholing (then VT FC), where 
his eight seasons with the club granted him 
legendary status. 

Gibbens now plies his trade with Blackfield 
and Langley, where he has been a pivotal fig¬ 
ure in his side’s recent record FA Cup and FA 
Vase runs. 

Steve Basham (Southampton) 1996-99 

Made his professional debut, aged 18 but the 
striker only started one game for Saints, 
albeit a special one at Old Trafford. 

His first-team opportunities suffered due to 
managerial changes which resulted in two 
loan spells. He made one of his loan moves, to 
Preston, permanent in 1999, a club where he 
experienced mixed fortunes. After winning a 
champions medal in his first season, he then 
broke his leg and struggled to re-establish 
himself in the team. 

Story continues: page 20 
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As a result, he dropped the leagues and signed 
for Oxford United. Injuries caused him to be 
released and sent to rivals Exeter City, before 
joining Luton, then Brackley. In 2011, he signed 
for his local club, Oxford City, where he saw out 
his playing career. Now an accountant in 
Oxford. 


Phil Warner (Southampton) 1997-99 

Attended Redbridge School before becoming a 
Saints trainee in 1995, earning a professional 
contract two years later. He made his league 
debut as a substitute at Tottenham on the last 
day of the 1997/98 season. 

The right-back was substituted after 34 min¬ 
utes of his seventh and final Saints appearance, 
against a rampant Marc Overmars at Arsenal. 

Joined Brentford on loan but this didn’t stop 
his fall into non-league football. After spells at 
Cambridge United, Eastleigh, Aldershot and 
Eastbourne, Warner signed for Havant & 
Waterlooville. It was here that the 
Southampton-born defender had one last final 
taste of top-flight opposition, a 5-1 FA Cup third- 
round defeat against Liverpool in 2008. Warner 
left to travel the world, along the way playing 
for Australian side Heidelberg United. 

A trained sports therapist, the former Saints 
full-back is now working as a sports masseuse 
in between his travels. 


Nicky Banger (Southampton) 1990-95 

Enjoyed a sensational start to his professional 
career with Saints. However, despite scoring a 
League Cup hat-trick on his debut, Banger had 
to wait almost two years for his full league 
debut. His subsequent appearances for Saints 
came mainly from off the bench as the forward 
struggled to cement a first team spot. 

After initially joining Oldham on loan, the 
deal was made permanent, but Banger’s three- 
year stay was plagued by niggling injuries 
which saw him finish his league career at 
Torquay United. He dropped into the lower 
leagues and played for local sides such as 
Eastleigh, Andover, Newbury and 
Brockenhurst. Most recently, Nicky was head 
of commercial activity at Aldershot Town. 


Andy Cook (Romsey) 1987-91 

Scouted by Saints whilst play for Hampshire 
Schools. His pace helped him fill the left-back 
void in the Saints first team, making his debut 
against Manchester United in 1987. 

Competition for the left-back role meant Cook 
was used sparingly for the rest of his Saints 
career. Injuries plagued the full-back, who 
admitted that a back injury had rapidly 
decreased his speed. Joined third-tier Exeter 
before moving to Swansea, but his luck did not 
improve as his Wembley dream was dashed by 
a broken leg before the Swans’ Autoglass 
Trophy final in 1994. 

Spells at Portsmouth and Millwall were short 
lived before he played 250 games for Salisbury 
City. Cook became Football in the Community 
Officer for Salisbury before kick-starting a 
Sports Therapy business, which he now runs 
from Romsey. 

Graham Baker (Southampton) 1977-82 
and 1987-90 

Looked an exciting prospect when he made 
his league debut against Blackpool in 1977, scor¬ 
ing after only 58 seconds. The midfielder won a 
regular first-team spot and recognition from 
England U21s in 1980. 

He departed for a brief spell to Manchester 
City but a succession of injuries ruined his time 
at Maine Road. Saints re-signed him and he 
stayed at the Dell for a further three years, 
before joining Fulham on a free transfer. After 
injury halted his league career, Baker split his 
time between running his driving school and 
coaching at a non-league level. He worked with 


Woking before finishing his football involve¬ 
ment as Aldershot’s youth-team coach. 

Mark Blake (Portsmouth) 1985-89 

England youth international and a centre- 
back by trade, he originally kept his place in the 
first team but gradually saw his opportunities 
diminish. 

He moved on to Shrewsbury and then 
Fulham before travelling to China, to play 
for Chongging FC. 

He soon returned to English football, 
signing for Aldershot before working in 
multiple capacities for local clubs. Blake 
went on to manage Winchester City and 
later Eastleigh, before becoming a full¬ 
time sales director in IT 

Nick Holmes (Woolston) 1973-87 

As a former pupil of St Mary’s 
College, Southampton, Holmes 
was brought to The Dell aged 
15. The gritty midfielder 
would become a club 
great, making his debut 


towards the end of his first professional season. 

Throughout his Saints career, Holmes was 
rarely out of the starting hne-up, accumulating 
543 first team appearances for his home city. A 
pelvic injury slowed down his illustrious Saints 
playing career but he soon took over as reserve- 
team coach and the overseer of the 
scouting network. 

After ten years of coaching, the 
Saints legend upped sticks to 
Florida, where he worked as a prop¬ 
erty manager. His move away from 
football was short lived as he 
returned from America to take 
over the reins at Salisbury City. He 
experienced good times as a manag¬ 
er but never felt he was ‘nasty’ 
enough to be truly successful. 
Holmes has most recently 
stepped back from football to 
forge a career in advertis¬ 
ing in the Salisbury 
area. 


Keith Granger (Southampton) 1985-86 

Called up to the first team as a 17-year-old 
apprentice, having never played for the 
reserves. Endured two tough games, against 
Everton and then at Spurs. Both games ended 
in heavy defeats and Granger was pushed down 
to the reserves. A loan deal to Darlington was 
made permanent and the keeper was ever pre¬ 
sent in the first team. 

A serious knee injury effectively stopped his 
league career, although Keith did dabble in 
non-league football, notably at Basingstoke. 

Further knee injuries forced Granger to try 
his hand at coaching. He held jobs with the 
English FA, Scottish youth teams and more 
recently as goalkeeping coach for Matt Le 
Tissier’s coaching school. 

Malcolm Waldron (Emsworth) 1974-83 

Spotted as a 16-year-old schoolboy in Havant. 
Waldron made his debut as an 18 year old in a 0- 
0 draw away at Nottingham Forest. He would 
hardly feature in the following FA Cup winning 


LEFT: Saints’ young defender Jason McCarthy. 















































SATURDAY, JANUARY 3, 2015 


THE DAILY ECHO 


21 


Saints Spotlight 





season. Featured heavily in the next three sea¬ 
sons, but then two injuries would hamper the 
rest of his Saints career thereafter. An Achilles 
tendon problem was overcome, but the real 
problems arose in April 1982, when he under¬ 
went surgery to remove a cyst from his knee. 
The operation was a disaster leaving a piece of 
bone floating about in his leg, leading to a 
loss of form. 

After six months at Burnley he moved 
to Portsmouth where he played for three 
years. Since retiring, Waldron has 
worked in health insurance, before start¬ 
ing up his own private medical insurance 
company. 

Trevor Hebberd (Alresford) 1976-82 


Spotted whilst playing 
Alresford’s men’s team when 
he was just 16 years old and 
was quickly signed up. 
Hebbard earned the nick¬ 
name “Smiler” given to 
him by John McGrath 
due to his shy laugh. 


for 


MAIN PIC: Ex-Saint I 
Holmes. 

INSET FAR LEFT: Nicky Banger. 
INSET LEFT: Graham Baker. 


Often played in different roles due to his versa¬ 
tility, he was used sparingly until the 1978/79 
season when he played more than half of the 
Saints league games and played in the six 
league cup games to the final. However, he did¬ 
n’t make the squad for the final. He went 
on to play for Oxford United, where 
would put in a man of the match 
performance in a 3-0 League Cup 
final win against QPR. He also 
i had spells with Washington DC, 
Bolton, Leicester, Derby, 
' Portsmouth, Chesterfield and 
i Lincoln. 

Since retiring he has worked in 
a steel warehouse. 

Kevin Dawtry (Hythe) 1978-79 

Blink and you may have 
missed Dawtry’s Saints 
career, he made his only 
ever first- team appear¬ 
ance for the club as a 




sub in an end-of-season fixture at Nottingham 
Forest. He moved to Crystal Palace in 1980 
where he would make no first team appear¬ 
ances, before moving to Bournemouth a year 
later, helping the Cherries achieve promotion 
to Division Three. 

He took in a brief loan spell at Reading in 1982 
whilst at Bournemouth, but his Football League 
career was over by 1984 when he moved into 
non-league football. After his playing days were 
up, he worked as production planner for a chem¬ 
icals company. He was last spotted managing 
Wessex League Totton & Eling, where he spent 
five years until February 2013. 

Paul Bennett (Southampton) 1971-76 

Played his first game for the Saints in April, 
1972 when he ran out against Tottenham 
Hotspur at the Dell. For an 18-month period 
starting in October 1982, Saints legend Terry 
Paine felt he was “he was as good, as any centre- 
half playing in the First Division”. 

He was part of the FA Cup-winning side, up to 


LEFT: Andy Cook was at Saints between 1987-1991. 


the quarter-final. Went on to play for Reading 
and Aldershot. These days he can be found work¬ 
ing at Southampton Solent University where he 
lectures subjects such as Football Studies. 

Bill Beaney (Southampton) 1972-75 

Probably recognised more for his time as the 
guardian of the players’ entrance at The Dell and 
later St. Mary’s until the 2009/10 season, when he 
moved inside to the Terry Paine suite. 

Not many Saints fans will remember Beaney’s 
time on the field for the Saints, having only made 
four appearances. His first was as a sub against 
West Ham United in 1973, adding to that was a 
start in the Texaco Cup. He would make two 
starts in the league, one being his last game 
against Hull City in August 1974. 

He has claimed that he was just happy to 
realise his dream of playing for his hometown 
club and can say he played against Pele, facing 
him in a summer tour to the United States. 

Terry Paine MBE (Winchester) 1956-74 

Made a record 816 appearances for Saints, only 
four of them as a substitute. He also holds the 
record for most games started and finished 
under one manager, Ted Bates. Shortly before 
his 18th birthday, Paine signed his professional 
contract and within the space of three weekends 
he made his “A”, reserve and first-team debuts. 
The following weekend he scored his first goal 
for the club against Aldershot on his 18th birth¬ 
day. He won 19 caps for England, the last coming 
against Mexico in the 1966 World Cup finals. 

In 1963 whilst playing for the national side he 
scored against a Rest of the World team, on top of 
this he managed a hat-trick against Northern 
Ireland in the same year. 

He currently stands third on the list of all-time 
Saints top goal scorers with 187 goals. He did hold 
the record for the most all-time league appear¬ 
ances for the 819 he made for Southampton and 
Hereford, although beaten since he was hon¬ 
oured with an MBE in 1977. Since retiring from 
playing he moved to South Africa in 1984 where 
he has been a manager, as well as an ambassador 
for South Africa’s 2006 and 2010 World Cup bids. 
He now works as a pundit on the country’s 
Supersport channel and in 2013 he was made 
Honorary President of the Saints on January 1, 
2013. 

John Sydenham (Southampton) 1956-70 

Legendary winger with bags of pace who could 
take his team from defence to attack in seconds. 
Sydenham first appeared for Saints in May 1957 
against Newport County. During the 60/61 and 
61/62 season he would have to juggle his time 
between playing for the club and training at 
RAMC Crookham as he was called up for 
National Service. 

He lost his place in the second season he was 
there due to the wrong physical training and 
being made to appear in Army games. Upon fin¬ 
ishing National Service he walked straight back 
into the side. Sydenham remained at the club 
until 1970 when his pace began to deteriorate, 
moving on to play for Aldershot. 

Since retiring he emigrated to Perth, Australia 
where he and his wife set up an insurance com¬ 
pany. During his time Down Under he has also 
gone about scouting for the Saints. 

Martin Chivers (Southampton) 1962-68 

Averaged more than a goal every two games 
for the Saints, scoring 106 goals in 189 games 
before he moved to Tottenham. Chivers started 
out at the club after sending a letter asking for a 
trial. He made his first-team debut as a 17-year- 
old against Charlton Athletic. 

He moved to Tottenham in 1968 for £125,000, a 
British record at the time. The move would lead 
to 24 caps for England, in which he scored 13 
goals. 

Since retiring he has been involved with the 
media, appearing on Radio 5 and hosting match 
day hospitality at Spurs. 
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Kearn takes 
break from 
management 



STEWART Kearn intends to concentrate 
on coaching after stepping down as 
manager of Hamworthy United. 

The former Wimborne, Bashley and 
Bournemouth Poppies goalkeeper 
resigned from the Hammers hot seat on 
the Monday before Christmas, admit¬ 
ting he had taken the club “as far as I 
could.” 

But he agreed to take the reins one 
last time at Verwood Town last 
Saturday, ending his 14-week stay in 
charge with a 1-0 Sydenhams Premier 
Division win. 

His assistant John Macey had already 
left the club following the 2-0 defeat by 
Follands on December 20 and Kearn 
said his right-hand man’s departure 
had been one of his reasons for going. 

Another was that he wants to concen¬ 
trate his efforts on working alongside 
former Saints and Bournemouth goal¬ 
keeper Neil Moss at the specialist goal¬ 
keeper coaching school 
Between The Sticks. 

Kearn, right, who 
was once on the 
books at Sheffield 
Wednesday and 
was joint manager 
of Southern 
League outfit 
Bashley at the start 
of last season, 
explained: “It is time to take 
a break, reflect and see where my 
coaching goes and concentrate on that. 

“It (the Hamworthy job) was just start¬ 
ing to become not as enjoyable as it 
had been and, when it gets to that 
stage, you have to contemplate what 
you’re doing and what you’re trying to 
achieve. 

“It was something I had been thinking 
about for a while and I just decided 
enough was enough. 

“I coach at Between The Sticks with 
Neil Moss and really enjoy it and get a 
lot from it. 

“I always said to the (Hamworthy) 
board that John Macey and myself 
would do it together. I have known 
John for 17 or 18 years and he is a 
good friend of mine. 

“With him moving on, it left my posi¬ 
tion in the balance and I didn’t really 
feel I wanted to work with anyone else. 

“The club will move on and so will I.” 

Kearn signed off on a winning note as 
Kane Daysh bagged the only goal of 
the game to see off a Verwood side 
reduced to ten men when Russell Dyer 
was dismissed on the stroke of half¬ 
time. 

In all, he took charge of 19 games in 
all competitions after replacing Graham 
Kemp at the Hammers helm in 
September. 

League-wise he presided over five 
wins and three draws in 16 matches 
and left with United sitting 13th in the 
table - the highest-placed Wessex club 
in Dorset. 


Horner’s men taking run at Sydenhams crown 


AMESBURY Town manager Gareth 
Horner believes that, with a fit side at 
his disposal in 2015, they have a fight¬ 
ing chance of lifting the Sydenhams 
One crown. 

The Blues were missing nine senior 
players for their post-Christmas trip to 
Pewsey Vale, but still emerged hand¬ 
some 5-1 winners thanks to Nic Turpin 
(2), Danny Finnigan, new signing Craig 
Lewis - back from Bemerton Heath 
Harlequins - and Tyler Brockway. 

It left them four points adrift of the 
top two, Tadley Calleva and Team 
Solent, with a game in hand heading 


into today’s home game against US 
Portsmouth. 

“We knew going into the game that 
Pewsey were in fine form of late, tak¬ 
ing points off a lot of the top sides,” 
said Homer. 

“We had nine senior players missing 
and had to play players out of position 
but, from the first whistle to the last, 
we were totally dominant. 

“We still have two cup semi-finals to 
look forward to but the priority is the 
league. It looks as though the likes of 
Tadley and Solent won’t drop too 
many points this season, so it’s 


important we keep performing.” 

With Team Solent on a festive break, 
Tadley leapfrogged James Taylor’s 
Students into top spot last weekend 
with a 3-0 win at Fleet Spurs, courtesy 
of Brett Denham, James Milford and 
sub Scott Kinge. 

Hythe & Dibden hit back from two 
goals down to win an incident-packed 
Sydenhams One game 3-2 at New 
Milton Town. 

Kabba Jack netted twice for the 
Linnets before receiving a straight red 
card for a foul with 30 minutes gone. 

Hythe’s Terry Cox then halved the 


arrears for the visitors before he too 
was dismissed for a hefty tackle, leav¬ 
ing both teams to battle it out with ten 
men. 

Goals from Sam McCarthy and ex- 
Linnets striker Simon De’Ath won the 
day for Hythe and there was yet 
another red card brandished late on 
when New Milton’s Simon Davidson 
got his marching orders. 

Hythe’s delighted assistant 
boss/secretary Scott Johnston tweet¬ 
ed afterwards: “Great result today, 
lads showed character and got stuck 
in when needed. #H&D” 


BROUGHAM TURNS TO 
YOUTH AFTER CITY RAID 


NEWPORT loW are 
adopting a youthful 
approach after losing 
two of their big hitters to 
Winchester City. 

When the new season dawned 
manager Steve Brougham felt he 
had a side capable of pushing for 
a minimum top-six finish in the 
Sydenhams Premier Division, 
writes WENDY GEE. 

But the loss of wideman 
Charlie Smeeton and centre- 
back Scott Sampson to divisional 
rivals Winchester has, in 
Brougham’s words “pulled the 
rug out from underneath us to a 
certain degree” and he has opted 
to give youth its chance. 

“We’ve decided to really start 
to push the youngsters now at 
Newport and that is the way for¬ 
ward for us,” said Brougham. 

“We have Liam Newbold, 
Connor Kelly and Matt Gane 
coming through the ranks. 

“Add to that Cameron Farley, 
Ryan Oatley, George Colson, 



CITY MOVE: Scott Sampson. 


Liam Triggs, Freddie Knowles 
and Jake Younie, who are all still 
young but with plenty of match 
experience. 

“They add to the current crop 
of Aiden Sainsbury, Matt Evans 
and Scott Jones who are all play¬ 
ing really well. 

“We also have the experienced 
Iain Seabrook, Tom Mclnnes, 
Gary Streeter, Darren Powell 
and Oli Fleming who the next 
generation can learn from. 
That’s the way forward for 


Newport now.” 

Recently added to that batch is 
striker Jordan Browne, signed 
from Division One neighbours 
Cowes Sports. 

“I’m delighted with the signing 
of Jordan,” said Brougham. 
“He’s one we’ve been watching 
for about a year now and I’m 
sure he’ll be a great asset to the 
squad.” 

Moving the other way to Cowes 
are experienced midfielder Tom 
Scovell and winger James Butt. 

Prior to last Saturday’s home 
game against league leaders 
Moneyfields, Newport chairman 
Paul Phelps made a presentation 
to Port stalwart Darren Powell 
in recognition of his 400th 
appearance for the club. 

But it turned out to be an after¬ 
noon to forget for the Islanders 
who lost 2-0 to goals from Steve 
Hutchings and Alfie Rutherford 
and had Aaron Burford sent off 
for a second yellow card. 

It was their fourth straight 
league defeat, dropping them to 
eighth in the table. 



LOCAL AND NATIONAL FOOTBALL FIXTURES FOR THE WEEK AHEAD 


Monday, January 5 

FA CUP 

Third round: AFC Wimbledon v Liverpool, 
Burnley v Tottenham Hotspur. 

Tuesday, January 6 

FA CUP 

Third round: Everton v West Ham. 

JOHNSTONE’S PAINT TROPHY 
Southern Area final, first leg: Gillingham v 
Bristol City. 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Division One South & West: AFC Totton v 
Didcot, Mangotsfield v Merthyr Town, 
Wantage v Cinderford, Wimborne v Fleet Tn. 
Red Insure Cup, third round: Biggleswade 
v Rugby Taown, Burnham v Egham, North 
Greenford v Chesham, Paulton Rovers v 
Truro City, Poole Town v Sholing, Swindon 
Supermarine v Shortwood. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Alresford Town v 
Petersfield Town. 

SWL Cup, quarter-final: AFC Portchester v 
Newport loW. 

Third round: US Portsmouth v Winchester 
City. 

RUSSELL COTES CUP 
Quarter-final: Bemerton Heath Harlequins v 
Baffins Milton Rovers, New Milton Town v 
Ringwood Town. 


Wednesday, January 7 
JOHNSTONE’S PAINT TROPHY 
Northern Area final, first leg: Preston v 
Walsall. 

VANARAMA FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
Premier: Gateshead v Woking. 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Frame v Dorchester Town. 
Red Insure Cup. 

Third round: North Leigh v Stratford. 

Thursday, January 8 
SKY BET FOOTBALL LEAGUE 

League 2: Luton v Shrewsbury. 

Friday, January 9 
SKY BET FOOTBALL LEAGUE 

League 2: Accrington Stanley v Bury. 

Saturday, January 10 

(FL games 3pm ko unless stated otherwise) 
BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE 
Burnley v QPR, Chelsea v Newcastle, Crystal 
Palace v Tottenham (5.30pm), Everton v Man 
City, Leicester v Aston Villa, Sunderland v 
Liverpool (12.45pm), Swansea v West Ham, 
West Brom v Hull. 

SKY BET FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
Championship: Birmingham v Wigan, 
Blackpool v Millwall, Bolton v Leeds, 
Bournemouth v Norwich, Brentford v 


Rotherham, Cardiff v Fulham, Charlton v 
Brighton, Huddersfield v Watford, Ipswich v 
Derby (12.15pm), Nottm Forest v Sheff Wed, 
Reading v Middlesbrough. 

League 1 : Barnsley v Yeovil, Bradford v 
Rochdale, Bristol City v Notts County, 
Chesterfield v Port Vale, Crawley Town v 
Milton Keynes Dons, Crewe v Gillingham, 
Leyton Orient v Fleetwood Town, Oldham v 
Doncaster, Peterborough v Colchester, Sheff 
Utd v Preston, Walsall v Scunthorpe. 

League 2: Burton Albion v Mansfield, Carlisle 
v Cambridge Utd, Dag & Red v Oxford Utd, 
Exeter v Northampton, Hartlepool v 
Cheltenham, Morecambe v Tranmere, 
Newport County v Portsmouth, Southend v 
Plymouth, Stevenage v AFC Wimbledon, 
Wycombe v York. 

VANARAMA CONFERENCE 
Premier: Eastleigh v Lincoln City. 

South: Bishops Stortford v Hayes & 

Yeading, Eastbourne Borough v Basingstoke, 
Ebbsfleet v Staines, St Albans v Boreham 
Wood, Weston-super-Mare v Chelmsford. 

FA TROPHY 

Second round proper: Chorley v FC United 
of Manchester, Grimsby Town v Gateshead, 
Stockport County v Wrexham, FC Halifax v 
Alfreton Town, North Ferriby v Hyde, AFC 
Fylde v AFC Telford Utd, Kidderminster 
Harriers v Altrincham, Wealdstone v Bath 


City, Ebbsfleet v Forest Green Rovers, 
Havant & Waterlooville v Dover Athletic, 
Maidenhead Utd v Farnborough, Gosport 
Borough v Braintree Town, Oxford City v 
Woking, Hemel Hempstead v Concord 
Rangers, Torquay Utd v Bromley, Burgess 
Hill Town v Dartford. 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Arlesey Town v Bideford, 
Banbury v Frame, Biggleswade v Poole 
Town, Chesham v Dorchester Town, 
Cirencester v Hitchin, Histon v Slough, 
Hungerford v Chippenham, Paulton Rovers v 
St Neots, Redditch v Dunstable, Truro City v 
Corby, Weymouth v Cambridge City. 
Division One South & West: AFC Totton v 
Bashley, Bishops Cleeve v Fleet Town, 
Bridgwater v Tiverton, Evesham v Yate, 
Larkhall v Didcot, Mangotsfield v Cinderford, 
North Leigh v Merthyr Town, Sholing v 
Wimborne Town, Shortwood v Swindon 
Supermarine, Taunton v Stratford. 
SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Alresford v Brockenhurst, 
Christchurch v Bemerton HH, Fawley v 
Winchester City, Folland Sports v 
Bournemouth Poppies, Hamworthy Utd v 
Whitchurch, Horndean v Fareham Town, 
Lymington Town v Newport loW, 

Moneyfields v Petersfield, Verwood v 
Blackfield & Langley. 


Division One: Downton v Amesbury, Hythe & 
Dibden v Romsey Town, New Milton v 
Laverstock & Ford, Pewsey Vale v Andover 
NS, Ringwood v Fleet Spurs, Team Solent v 
Cowes Sports, US Portsmouth v Tadley 
Calleva. 

HAMPSHIRE INTERMEDIATE CUP 
Fourth round: Northwood St Johns v 
Stockbridge. 

PUMA ENGINEERING HPL 

PEHPL Cup, quarter-final: Cadnam Utd v 

Clanfield. 

Premier Division: AFC Stoneham v Baffins 
Milton Rovers, Colden Common v Hamble 
Club, Fleetlands v Winchester Castle, Hedge 
End Rangers v Liphook, Liss v Headley Utd, 
Otterbourne v Bush Hill, Overton v Locks 
Heath, Paulsgrove v QK Southampton. 
Division One: Broughton v AFC Petersfield, 
Hayling Utd v Andover Lions, Infinity v 
Lyndhurst, Michelmersh &Timsbury v 
Upham, Netley Central v Four Marks. 
Combination: Hamble Club v Otterbourne, 
Headley Utd v Clanfield, Liphook v 
Fleetlands, QK Southampton v Overton, 
Winchester Castle v Hedge End Rangers. 

Sunday, January 11 
BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE 

Arsenal v Stoke (1.30pm), Man Utd v SAINTS 
(4pm). 


TODAY’S NON-LEAGUE RESULTS - SEE BACK PAGE 
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BENSON LAUDS PLAYERS 
FOB TOWN TURNAROUND 




Wendy Gee 

wendy.gee@dailyecho.co.uk ( 

NON-LEAGUE REPORT! 


BELIEF: Andover skipper Alex Dockree, right, says the team is high on confidence. 


ANDOVER Town boss Neil 
Benson insists “every credit 
should be given to the players” 
following the club’s remark¬ 
able recent run of form. 

Having taken time to find their feet 
following promotion from 
Sydenhams One last season, the 
Sparsholt College side have made 
their top-flight rivals sit up and take 
notice with a sparkling sequence of 
seven wins in eight league games. 

Just prior to Christmas, promotion 
hopefuls Newport IoW and 
Winchester City were put to the 
sword on successive Saturdays and 
last week Town celebrated a year of 
football back at the Portway Stadium 
with a 3-1 win over Bemerton Heath 
Harlequins, taking them ninth in the 
table. 

Reflecting on the dramatic turn¬ 
around, Benson, pictured below, 
said: “Every credit should be given 
to the players. 

“They were probably and under¬ 
standably somewhat downhearted 
by their early-season performances, 
but they kept belief in their ability. 

“We haven’t pressed any panic but¬ 
tons and we haven’t changed the 
players, in fact we’ve probably 
reduced the squad slightly to 18. 

“We’ve had a lot of injuries, but the 
boys all know their roles and 
responsibilities. 

“We’re not ones to sing from 
the rooftops, we just go about 
our business quite diligent¬ 
ly.” 

For club captain Alex 
Dockree, Andover’s success 
is all about consistency and 
confidence. 

“We’re a young side with an aver¬ 
age age of only 20 or 21 and, with the 
consistency we’re getting, we’re 
starting to find our style from last 
year,” he said. 

“We’re beginning to understand 
how the league works now and our 
pressing game, winning the ball back 


high up the pitch, has been a factor. 

“Our confidence has grown as well. 
We all believe now that we can gen¬ 
uinely beat anyone.” 

One player to shine in recent 
weeks is Oliver ‘Gunner’ Yates. 
He scored twice against 
Winchester - the second an 
outrageous free-kick from 40 
yards out on the right - and 
was in the goals again 
against Bemerton last week, 
this time from the penalty 
spot. 

“Gunner plays on confidence,” 
said Benson. “Six weeks ago he 
found himself out of the side but, 
credit to him, he’s applied himself in 
the right manner and, of late, he’s 
been contributing important goals.” 

Although Andover’s players are 
deservedly getting all the accolades, 
Benson and Dockree agree that the 


support of the college has been piv¬ 
otal to the club’s success. 

“Apart from the efforts of the play¬ 
ers, tribute needs to be paid to all the 
work that goes on behind the scenes 
by the staff at Sparsholt,” said 
Benson. 

“We had a number of senior mem¬ 
bers of the team watching us at 
Winchester and it’s important for the 
players and me to get that backing 
from the senior management.” 

Dockree agreed: “It was great for 
us to see the principal of Sparsholt, 
Tim Jackson, watching us. The col¬ 
lege genuinely care about the team 
and we, as players, make a point of 
going and thanking them.” 

Town’s beating of Bemerton was 
their fourth successive league victo¬ 
ry - and they came back from behind 
to achieve it. 

The Harlequins broke the deadlock 


on 36 minutes when Scott Joyce 
glanced home Jack Eves’ corner. 

It could have been two for the visi¬ 
tors soon after the break when Neil 
Williams broke on the counter 
attack, but Dockree slid across to 
deny him with an excellent block. 

Town soon turned the game its 
head with three goals in a blistering 
ten-minute spell. 

Michael Dixon got the first, firing 
low into the bottom corner and, 
when the referee pointed to the 
spot for a Bemerton handball, 
Yates put his side ahead from 12 
yards. 

That lead was quickly extended 
when Dixon ran half the length of the 
pitch before finding Yates. He, in 
turn, teed up substitute Claudio 
Herbert who expertly curled the ball 
past Heath ’keeper Max Frampton to 
send the 109 crowd home happy. 


Training clash leaves Town duo out in the cold 



WALKER-HARRIS 


DORCHESTER Town manager 
Graham Kemp had more than just 
Southern Premier points to worry 
about prior to the Magpies’ Boxing 
Day derby with Weymouth. 

It has emerged that two of 
Dorchester’s star players, club cap¬ 
tain Nathan Walker and experi¬ 
enced ex-Eastleigh and Wimborne 
goalkeeper Alan Walker-Harris, 
were left out of the squad after 
clashing in training before 
December 20’s trip to Slough. 

Walker did not feature in the 
Slough match while both players 
missed the Boxing Day showdown 


with the Terras, which Dorchester 
lost 3-0. 

And Kemp, former boss of 
Christchurch, Winchester City and 
Hamworthy United, said this week 
that unless the two men could 
resolve their differences, they could 
not play together in the same team 
again. 

Lifting the lid on the fall-out, 

Kemp explained to The Pink’s sis¬ 
ter paper The Dorset Echo: “A lot 
of supporters have been enquiring 
of late why I have not included 
Nathan Walker in my first-team 
squad and, latterly, Alan Walker- 


Harris. 

“There is an internal disciplinary 
matter ongoing regarding an issue 
that has been simmering over a 
long period of time. 

“As a football coach it is my job 
to help all my players feel part of 
the team and create a new, 
stronger team spirit. 

“A successful football team is, 
more often than not, a stable team. 

“Unless we have a harmonious 
dressing room, it makes our job 
hard and it has been clear to me 
that the two players don’t see eye 
to eye. 


“Both said they liked me and the 
club, but they couldn’t bury the 
hatchet for an hour-and-a-half 
once or twice a week. 

“They will only play again if they 
resolve their differences or one 
decides to leave. 

“Even if one leaves I’d still be 
very disappointed in the actions of 
the other one.” 

The incident couldn’t come at a 
worse time for the Dorset outfit 
who are struggling for Southern 
Premier survival following relega¬ 
tion from the Conference South last 
term. 


Non-league 
News, 




Priory proving 
doubters wrong 

CHRISTCHURCH’S 7-0 slaying of 
Bournemouth Poppies was their 
biggest ever Sydenhams Premier 
victory over their neighbours and 
arch-rivals. 

It was also a reminder to those 
who have criticised manager Adie 
Arnold and his players that, after a 
rocky start to the season, Priory are 
on the up. 

Arnold, pictured below, was con¬ 
fined to his sick bed when goals by 
Jack Lovell (2), Martin Smith, Jamie 
Thoroughgood, Nathan Saxby, 

Gareth Barnes and Callum Cunliffe- 
Pilley put Poppies to the sword at 
Hurn Bridge last Saturday. 

And while admitting the result - 
Priory’s third win in four league 
games - had been “the best medi¬ 
cine” for his festive 
bug, the former 
Verwood boss 
was clearly riled 
by those who 
have voiced 
doubts about 
him and his play¬ 
ers since he took 
over the Hurn 
Bridge reins in the 
summer. 

Rounding on his critics, Arnold 
revealed: “I have had to take a lot of 
stick and some of it has been per¬ 
sonal. 

“But I’ve thick skin and will get it 
right here. 

“When I do, let’s see if those peo¬ 
ple who criticised me are big 
enough to say they were wrong. I 
have been round the block and not 
much surprises me in football, but 
some of the criticism we took as a 
group did. 

“We have taken ten points from 12, 
so that should keep these people 
quiet for a week or two. 

“It has taken a bit of time for the 
players to buy into what I am trying 
to do but, slowly, we are seeing it 
turn and a few results are coming in. 

“We have weeded out two or three 
players who weren’t fully committed 
and now have a group of lads who 
have taken on board what we are 
trying to achieve. It is about trusting 
one another.” 

A day to forget for Poppies saw 
Connor Doe sent off as Priory ruth¬ 
lessly avenged a 7-0 defeat at 
Victoria Park in August 2009. 

In Arnold’s absence, he had no 
hesitation in handing the managerial 
reins to his trusty assistant Danny 
Saxby. 

“The result was the best medicine 
I could have had and it was just 
sod’s law that I wasn’t there to enjoy 
it!” said the boss. 

“But Danny deserves a special 
mention for this win. 

“I could rest easily not being there 
because I have 100 per cent trust in 
him.” 

Priory have this week bolstered 
their squad with the signing of former 
AFC Bournemouth, Weymouth and 
AFC Totton defender Matt Oldring. 

Oldring previously played for 
Arnold at Verwood Town and more 
recently stepped into the Southern 
League with Dorchester. 
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Alex’s home comfort 

ALEX Baldacchino has got his wish 
of finding a club closer to his 
Portsmouth home. 

Having parted company with 
reigning FA Vase and Sydenhams 
Premier champions Sholing shortly 
before Christmas, the nippy striker 
is ready to write a new chapter in 
his sharp-shooting career with 
Graham Rix’s AFC Portchester. 

A former Havant & Waterlooville 
youth prospect, Baldacchino, pic¬ 
tured below, has clocked up the 
miles in recent seasons playing for 
New Milton, Poole Town, Blackfield 
& Langley and, more recently, 
Southern League new boys Sholing. 

But his chance to shine at 
Portsmouth Road was sabotaged 
by niggling ankle 
problems, albeit 
that he still f 'iSlsfe*, • 
scored four 
first-team goals 
from limited 
starts and sub 
appearances 
and also found 
the net four times 
for Sholing’s 
reserves. 

Relishing the chance to make his 
mark with Portchester, 

Baldacchino said: “I’m looking for¬ 
ward to a new challenge and set¬ 
tling at a club where I can really 
find my feet, play regularly and 
score goals.” 

Wishing Baldacchino all the best 
at his new club, Sholing boss Dave 
Diaper said: “I rate Alex highly as a 
player. 

“He’s definitely got technical abili¬ 
ty but, unfortunately, we didn’t get 
the chance to see how he’d cope 
with the physicality of the Southern 
League because of his ankle prob¬ 
lems. 

“At Wessex level he’ll probably 
score 40 goals a season. 

“I’d like to get him back later 
when he’s free of his injuries.” 



Neighbours aid Town 

BASINGSTOKE Town have loaned 
England under-19 international Rob 
Dickie from Championship neigh¬ 
bours Reading to aid their 
Vanarama Conference South pro¬ 
motion push. 

The 18-year-old centre-half joined 
the Royals aged eight and made his 
England under-18 and under-19 
debuts this year. 

Basingstoke boss Jason Bristow 
said: “With the news that captain 
Jay Gasson could be out of action 
for up to six weeks, we felt it impor¬ 
tant to strengthen in that area, 
especially with the amount of 
games coming up.” 

Two in at Fareham 

SYDENHAMS Premier smugglers 
Fareham Town have welcomed 
Charlie Bailey and Oily Searle into 
the Cams Alders ranks. 

Bailey includes Blackfield & 
Langley among his former clubs, 
while Searle has been snapped up 
from Petersfield Town. 
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“Sky TV think 
they invented 


RICHARD Hill will not be rail-roaded by 
a transfer window media frenzy into 
adding to his Eastleigh squad. 

The Spitfires boss believes Sky Sports 
have a lot to answer for when it comes to 
stirring up a storm of expectation over 
potential new signings for the country’s top 
five divisions. 

“Sky TV think they invented the transfer 
window. They stir it up and they’ve got 
every supporter in the world saying to clubs 
‘go on then, who are you going to sign?’ ” 
said Hill. 

“There’s been one long transfer window 
countdown and they’ve brainwashed all 
supporters into thinking that because the 
January window is now open (as of today), 
clubs have got to sign someone. 

“If nothing else, I might sign my lad (son). 
He won’t get in the team, but at least I’ll 
have made a signing!” he joked. 

The serious answer as to whether Hill will 
dip into the transfer window this month is 
“I don’t know, I’ll see what’s about.” 

CAREFUL 

But he warned: “I think you’ve got to be 
careful in the transfer window - firstly, so as 
not to upset the players you’ve already got 
and, secondly, to be sure that whoever you 
bring in is going to improve you. 

“And, on the other side of things, it tells 
everyone that you’ve got a few bob to spend 
and, if you’re not careful, the transfer win¬ 
dow could end up costing you a lot of 
money.” 

Having recently lost striker Ben Wright 
from the pay roll, Hill presumably has some 
spare cash in the pot should he wish to 
strengthen a squad that are knocking on the 
door of the play-offs in their first ever 
Vanarama Conference season. 

Quizzed on whether he has funds avail¬ 
able, he said: “I haven’t asked. 

“It brings you back to what I always say 
about people thinking that just because the 
transfer window’s open suddenly every¬ 
one’s players must be better than ours. 

“Fans get disappointed when we lose a 
game and so do I, but we’ve got where we are 
so far and, let’s be honest, the type of player 
I’d want to sign wouldn’t be coming from the 
league we’re in, he’d be coming from the 
league above. 

“And if that player is already in a League 
Two team, why would he leave them to come 
to Eastleigh? 

“The first thing people would say is 
‘money’, but I don’t just throw cash about 
and I haven’t done since I’ve been here. I 
look for value for money in any player I sign. 

“But just because I’m interested in a play¬ 
er doesn’t mean to say that the club he’s 
with will let him go. 

“If we were bottom of the league and 
thinking about chucking a few quid at it, I 
could sign players who were better than 
we’d already got. 

“But we’re not at the bottom and if, for 
example, I signed kids from Southampton, 
Bournemouth or Portsmouth they wouldn’t 
be better than I’ve got because of where we 
are in the league. 

“What I’d say about the transfer window is 




EXIT: Ben Wright has left Eastleigh. 

RIGHT: Richard Hill is unsure whether he’ll make any signings this month. 


‘Calm down’. If a player becomes available 
that I feel would be a quality addition to the 
squad, then I’ll see what I can do. 

“But if clubs don’t sign anyone in January 
it’s probably because the player they want 
wouldn’t come, the club they’re at wouldn’t 
let them go or they wanted too much money. 

“If I was a player in this transfer window 
and there was interest from another club, 
the first thing I’d ask the manager of my 
parent club is ‘are you going to give me a 
contract for next season?’ 

“If he said ‘no’ I’d speak to other clubs and 
ask if they were going to give me an 18- 


month contract and if they said ‘no’ I’d stay 
where I was.” 

OPTIONS 

One thing’s for sure, Hill won’t be short of 
options if he does decide to venture into the 
transfer market. 

“I must get ten circulars a week leading up 
to the transfer window, so I know what play¬ 
ers are available,” he said. “And if there’s 
someone new available, I’ll get agents con¬ 
tacting me because they think we’re spend¬ 
ing loads of money...” 


EASTLEIGH SIGN FORMER READING STAR BRIAN H 
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\UGHT UP IN SKY STORM 



Eastleigh to 
host England 
Schools game 

INTERNATIONAL football 
is coming to Eastleigh. 

The high-riding Vanarama 
Conference outfit will host 
an England Schools inter¬ 
national fixture at their 
revamped Silverlake 
Stadium home in March. 

Meetings between the club 
and the FA have taken 
place over the past few 
weeks and it has now been 
agreed that the under-18 
game between England and 
Northern Ireland Schools 
will be played at the 
Spitfires’ Stoneham Lane 
HQ on Friday, March, 6 
(7pm). 

Tickets, priced £8 seats 
(concessions £5) and £5 
standing (concessions £3), 
will be on general sale from 
Monday, February 9. 
Eastleigh season-ticket seat 
holders will have the oppor¬ 
tunity of purchasing their 
usual place. 

Following a series of 
regional trials, the 
England squad will be cho¬ 
sen at Lilleshall over the 
weekend of January 9-11. 
Before coming to Eastleigh, 
they will spend further 
preparation time at 
Lilleshall and play matches 
against Australia and 
Wales. 

Players from the local 
area who have received 
schools’ international caps 
in previous years include 
Lee Cormack (Henry 
Beaufort School), Wade 
Elliott (Fryern Junior 
School, Toynbee School 
and Barton Peveril 
College), and, more recent¬ 
ly, Katie George 
(Mountbatten School) and 
Jack Odam (Barton Peveril 
College). 

A statement from 
Eastleigh FC said: “The 
club is delighted to be host¬ 
ing its first ever interna¬ 
tional fixture and is 
pleased that all the invest¬ 
ment put into the ground 
this season is getting recog¬ 
nised at this level.” 

Any further information 
about the schools’ interna¬ 
tional is available from 
David Lailey on 01256 
881517 or at 

mjlailey@btinternet.com. 
There is the opportunity 
for match sponsorship and 
for match programme 
advertising. 
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SIDELINED: Blackfield & Langley’s Hugh Dathan, right. 


Robson: Impossible to 
predict who’ll win title 


BLACKFIELD & Langley boss John Robson has no 
idea who will win the Sydenhams Premier Division 
title. 

Not only is it the tightest battle for years with as 
many as six clubs still in the running, but Robson 
says the high turnover of players right through the 
league makes it impossible to predict where the next 
points are coming from. 

Three wins on the spin has put Blackfield bang in 
the mix, six points adrift of league leaders 
Moneyfields who were due to visit Gang Warily 
today. 

Petersfield, Winchester City and Folland 
Sports will also fancy their chances, while 
surprise packages Whitchurch are still with¬ 
in touching distance of the pacemakers 
after recovering from a November dip. 

“As we look at the table now, not one 
of us can forecast this or that and, come 
the end of the season, I bet we’ll all be 
looking at each other saying ‘I didn’t think 
that would happen!”’ said Robson, pic¬ 
tured. 

“There’s an old saying in football that it’s all 
about the next game but, by the same token, 
you’ve got to keep an eye on those around you. 

“I’ve always liked to go and watch teams before 
we play them, but even that’s gone out of the win¬ 
dow now because of all the comings and goings of 
players. 

“There’s been more movement from one club to 
another this season than I’ve ever seen before and 
we’re a good example. 

“I was speaking to Chris Farrell (B&L assistant 
manager) who said he thought we were doing really 
well to be keeping up with the teams at the top. 

“When I asked him why, he pointed out that we’d 
had 17 players leave the club since August 2. We’ve 
had a hell of a lot of changes to our starting line-up.” 

Injuries have played their part in forcing Robson’s 
hand over team selection, particularly in defence. 

With a full squad at his disposal Robson reckons 
that, pound for pound, the Watersiders are as strong 
at the back as anyone in the league. 

But Joey Byrne is still a month away from fitness 


after shoulder problems and right-back Hugh Dathan 
has been sidelined with groin trouble for the last 
three weeks. 

On the plus side, ex-Bournemouth Poppies 
defender Richard Jackson recently returned after two 
months out with torn medial knee ligaments. 

“Whenever Joey Byrne plays, I always think we 
look pretty solid,” said Robson. 

“The lad comes to every game, but he’s still got his 
shoulder strapped up and he thinks it will be the end 
of January or beginning of February before he’s 
back. 

‘With Joey and Hugh Dathan playing, we’ve got 
as good a back four as anyone. But at the 
moment we’re having to alter a few posi¬ 
tions and it’s more about the system we 
play than the individuals.” 

Winger Ekow Elliott kept B&L’s title 
bandwagon rolling by grabbing a “lucky” 
second-half winner at Fawley AFC last 
Saturday. 

But no sooner had his 66th-minute corner 
flown directly into the far top corner than he 
was withdrawn from the action so that Robson 

could take a closer look at new recruit Edgar 
Zanin. 

Although a new name to Robson, Zanin featured in 
20 Wessex games for Totton & Eling last term while 
the Flussey brothers were in charge. 

“Prior to Saturday I’d only ever seen him in train¬ 
ing,” said Robson. 

“Ekow’s goal was a lucky one, but I was grateful for 
that bit of luck because it gave us a chance to let the 
kid (Zanin) play and I was quite impressed with him. 

“He’s right-footed, but he played on the left and 
worked his backside off and did a good job.” 

Admitting his B&L boys had been pushed all the 
way in a tough 1 -0 Waterside derby win, Robson 
added: “They’re the best Fawley side I’ve seen in a 
long time. 

“They graft and they’ve had some good results 
lately. 

“The pitch was awful, but they get the ball forward 
early and plough onto you. If they get a free kick or a 
corner, they can be dangerous.” 



Non-league 
News 



Phillips: We’ll beat drop 

ROMSEY Town head coach James 
Phillips remains confident that his 
struggling Sydenhams One side will 
“get out of the trouble” they’re in. 

The struggling Bypass boys’ bot¬ 
tom of the table clash against 
Andover New Street ended in a 3-2 
defeat last weekend. 

After taking a 2-0 lead through 
Ollie Adams’s brace, New Street 
scored three times after the break 
to compound Town’s miserable sea¬ 
son so far, which has seen them win 
once in 13 games. 

“The first half performance was 
as good a performance as you’re 
likely to see, especially from a 
young side whose confidence has 
taken a beating with our results 
recently,” said Phillips, pictured 
below. 

“Despite our league position I 
want us to play, to be positive and 
to be brave on the ball. 

“We did all of that and more in the 
first half not only by taking a lead 
but by pushing to increase it, which 
we did but also by continuing to 
play and create chances. We were 
superb. 

“I can’t explain or put 
into words just how 
desperately disap¬ 
pointed I’m feel¬ 
ing,” he added, 
about the sec¬ 
ond half display. 
“It was like 
watching a com¬ 
pletely different 
team in the second 
half. 

“But both myself and my assistant 
manager remain very confident with 
the group we now have to take us 
forward. We will get out of the trou¬ 
ble we are in.” 

Today they face another crunch 
game at llth-placed Laverstock & 
Ford. 

And Phillips has bolstered his 
numbers as he seeks to kick-start 
their ailing season. 

Former Romsey defender Liam 
Edgar, who was at Hythe & Dibden 
last term, has rejoined to add expe¬ 
rience to the backline. 

“He will add height, experience 
and knowhow of the Wessex 
League which we’ve been searching 
for,” said Phillips. 

“I think he will be an excellent 
addition and will really help secure 
things up at the back; he is a natural 
leader on and off the pitch.” 

Dan McGurn has also signed. 

Boyle joins Moneys 

DANNY Boyle, a Moneyfields stal¬ 
wart since 2009, has joined Ian 
Saunders’ Sydenhams Premier title 
chasers Petersfield Town. 

Another recent addition at Love 
Lane is well-travelled midfielder 
James Ford, who only recently 
moved to Fareham Town. 

The experienced Ford ended last 
season with Winchester City and 
also lists Moneyfields, Hamworthy 
United and Gosport Borough among 
his previous ports of call. 
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We pride ourselves 


Please contact the Sale Room on 01329 836659 for further details. 


Auction Dates 


January 12th 
January 26th 
February 9th 
February 23rd 
March 9th 
March 23rd 
April 7th (Tuesday) 


www.pumphouseauctions.co.uk • va 


April 20th 
May 5th (Tuesday) 
May 18th 
June 1st 


MONDAY FORTNIGHTLY 


General Auction 10am 

Antique, Furnishing & Collectable 12pm 


Friday & Saturday prior sale 
9.30am to 5.00pm 

Catalogue available Thursday 
evening before sale on-line 


Telephone: 01329 836659 


eauctions.co.uk 


Our regularly fortnightly auctions of 800 lots or more are held on site handle a vast range of 
goods including silverware, jewellery, collectables, antique and later furniture, ceramics, art, 
household furniture and garden effects, amongst others. With our auctioneer having over 15 
years experience we are able to provide a professional and efficient service across Hampshire 
and surrounding counties, including house clearance and inheritance tax valuations. Free. 
Valuations, advice and house calls are readily available. 


IMPROVEMENTS 

For The Very Best In Doors, Windows, Conservatories, 

Fascias, Soffits & Guttering, Folding Doors Now Available 

Call Us On 023 8084 9242 

For A Free Estimate 

Hardley Industrial Estate, Hythe, Southampton 
Web: www.holburyhomeimprovements.co.uk email: hhi@uk2.net FENS A 
Showroom Open: Mon-Thur 9am-4.30pm Fri 9am-3.45pm Sat 9am-12noon 


HOLBURY HOME 


LORDSHILL 

DENTAL PARTNERSHIP 


Pump Kouso 


PUMP HOUSE 
AUCTIONS 

Soberton Pumping Station, Wickham Road/ 
Swanmore S032 2QF 
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Over 35 years experience 


• We Use Our Own Experienced Workforce 
• We Give Double Guarantees • No Deposit Required 


emailinfo@advancedentalhealtli.co.uk www.advancedentalhealth.co.uk 

VISIT US AT LORDSHILL DENTAL SURGERY, LORDSHILL 
DISTRICT, LORDSHILL, SOUTHAMPTON, S016 8HY 


BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT NOW 
BY GALLING 02380 738916 or 
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HOLBURY HOME 
IMPROVEMENTS 


ENTERPRISE 

ROOFING 

LTD 

We are approved contractors to University 
of Southampton and PFP. 


Enterprise Roofing Ltd. are a family run business 
with over 30 years’ experience in all aspects of 
roofing. Taking pride in our work is first and foremost 
in each and every project. 

We realise having your roof replaced can be intrusive 
so we try and make our stay as smooth as 
possible, keeping both residential and commercial 
customers up to date with progress. 

Keeping the site safe and clean is a priority. 

We endeavour to keep to the work schedule 
set out and aim to achieve our targets, even 
with the British weather! 

Our operatives are all health and safety trained and 
we are CHAS Accredited (Construction Health and 
Safety) and supported with 10 to 25 year insurance 
backed guarantees plus £10 million 
Public and Employers insurance. 


FIBRE GLASS FLAT ROOFING 
SYSTEMS SUPPLIED AND FITTED 
WITH A 30 YEAR GUARANTEE, 
BUT THEY MAY LAST YOU A LIFETIME! 

WE SPECIALISE IN RE-ROOFING 
DOMESTIC PROPERTIES 
CHIMNEY RE-RUILDS AND 
CAVITY LEAD TRAYS INSTALLED 

Redbridge Business Park, Old Redbridge Road, 
Southampton, S015 0NN 

Tel: 023 8051 1123 | 02380668808 
Mob: 07872147884 

email: martin@enterprise-roofing.co.uk 
www.enterprise-roofing.co.uk 
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MOTORHOME 

IXJUYtWa 



WOOLSTON 


■vds of motorhome Servicing. Spitfire Garage is a professional 
n business offering quality & value. Our success has been 
on the complete service we provide - attention to your needs 
the highest quality workmanship by experienced skilled staff 


Offering motorhome body care, our team 
have over JO years experience with 
all types ot motorhome and 
caravan repairs. We have state 

rassss; happy new year 

repair and respray finish 


to all our customers 


AOORFSS: 

Hold Road 
Spitfire Quay, 

Woolston, 

SOUTHAMPTON. 

S019 7GB WEBSITE: www.spitfiiegarage.< 


tel 02380 422 222 

EMAIL spitfircgaragenoutlook.com 
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Clearance Sale 


To make room for exciting new ranges, we're clearing ex-display models, including: 



Harrison 






67 Rownhams Road, North Baddesley, Southampton, S052 9ES.023 8073 2260 . www.rownhamsbedcentre.co.uk 
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EXTRA -WIDE FITTING 
FOOTWEAR SPECIALISTS 



Ladies 


Mens 


13 
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Off 

with this voucher 
untillOth Jan 


STEPHAN SHOES 



184, Portswood Rd 

(next to Sainsburys Superstore) 

Southampton, S017 2NJ 

Tel: 02381 789484 




NEW PEUGEOT 108 

THIS TIME IT'S PERSONAL « 

From *£8,245 on the road 


NEW PEUGEOT 108 TOP 5dr 
£159 PER MONTH 
on Passport Personal Lease 


NEW PEUGEOT 108 

Peugeot's stylish new compact city car is here! Introducing the New 108 and 108 
TOP! Cabrio. Chic, full of character with a vast array of colourful interior and exterior 
themes that compliment the New 108's dynamic lines and chic design. 

The hardest part is choosing! 

MOTION & EMOTION 



GATES PEUGEOT 

Sway Road, Brockenhurst, S042 7SH 

01590 623 344 www.gatespeugeot.com 

Official Fuel Consumption in MPG (l/100km) and C02 emissions (g/km) for the 108 range are: Urban 52.3 - 62.8 (5.4 - 4.5), Extra Urban 74.3 - 80.7 (3.8 - 3.5), Combined 
65.7 -74.3 (4.3 - 4.1) and C02 99 - 88 (g/km). MPG figures are achieved under official EU test conditions, intended as a guide for comparative purposes only and may not reflect actual 
on-the-road driving conditions. Model shown 108 5dr TOP! Allure PureTech 1.2 VTi 3 door with purple berry fabric roof personalisation theme. Personalisation themes available on Active and Allure models only. Terms 
and conditions apply. To finance your (lease/purchase) we may introduce you too limited number of lenders. Passport Personal Lease: A guarantee may be required. Overl8's only. Written quotations available on request from 
Peugeot Financial Services, Quadrant House, Princess Way, Redhill RH11QA. 108 top 5dr 1.2 VTi 82 Puretech with metallic paint based on a price of £12,495 otr. Customer initial payment £1,925, optional final payment £6,485. 35 
monthly payments payable. If you choose to pay the optional final payment, you can pay an annual payment equivalent to one of your monthly payments but will notown the car Excess mileage charges may apply. Ownership 
is possible with Passport - ask us for details. Offer available on cars ordered by 30th September 2014. Calls may be recorded for training purposes. Information correct at time of going to press. ’Prices from £8245, refers to the 
108 3 door Access 1.0. 


^ureTech 


Shop locally for gifts 
for you and your home 



shopinhampshire so.uk 


Search over 9,000 local businesses 


Brought to you by 

Daily Echo newsextra 

HAMPSHIRE S CHRONICLE i&mrafep ftblmtisfr 

in association with igt i Hampshire 

* County Council 


BREAKTHROUGH CARPET 
FITTING SERVICE IS. 

THE STRESS-LESS WAY TO REPLACE YOUR CARPETS. 

YOU CAN NOW HAVE NEW FITTED CARPETS IN YOUR HOME, 
BUT WITHOUT THE NIGHTMARE OF CLEARING YOUR ROOM IN 
PREPARATION,INCLUDING FIVE FREE ESSENTIAL EXTRAS. 


A fter years of accepting traditional carpet 
fitting methods, customers just like you, 
are now choosing the smart way to have 
new carpets. Never again will you need 
to empty your room of furniture, and take up your 
old carpet ready for the fitters just to walk in and 
roll out your new carpet. Let's be frank here, if 
you're paying for a job to be done, you shouldn't be 
expected to do more than half the work yourself. It 
would be like eating at a nice restaurant, paying for 
your meal and then washing up. 

Five free extra bonuses for you 

Feature Flooring and Carpets not only removes and 


repositions your furniture, but will also uplift and 
take away your old floor coverings, secure any loose 
or squeaky floorboards, expertly fit your carpet and 
will also trim doors to f it over your new carpets, and 
then vacuum, bag up, and remove all rubbish and 
off cuts. Leaving you with nothing to do but put 
back your ornaments and photographs and then 
enjoy your carpet for years to come. 

A note from a customer 

Thank you most sincerely for all the work you carried 
out to a most satisfactory finish, we are delighted 
with the overall conclusion of all rooms completed. 
Mr and Mrs. M. West End. 


Just one thing for you to do now 

Call Freephone, e mail or a good old fashioned 
letter is all that it takes, to arrange a free home 
visit for you to choose from over 997 carpets and 
vinyls, from 11 top manufacturers, always in stock 
whichever carpet you need for your home they 
have a range of quality and prices including the 
least and the most expensive and finally rid yourself 
of your old carpets that you've been thinking of 
changing for years and do it the stress-less way, 
and for the same price as fitting in an empty room. 
With a unique 100% guarantee of satisfaction. 
Call feature flooring and carpets now. 


FEATURE FLOORING AND CARPETS 

FREEPHONE 0800 915 8295 • SOUTHAMPTON 02380 736004 • 12 Upton Crescent, Nursling, Southampton S016 8AB 
e.mail info@featureflooringandcarpets.co.uk • www.lovemycarpet.co.uk 


Currently rated 9.8 out of 10, with over 400 feedbacks Che dMtrade.com 



CASH PRIZE 
EVERY WEEK 

Runner-up will win at least £1,000 

Daily Echo 
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Mtowalch 
IV in 2015 


With a Rugby World Cup, 
Cricket World Cup and Ashes 
series, Women's World Cup 
in football and athletics 
World Championships on the 
horizon, the Sport Pink 
selects 10 sports stars to 
look out for in 2015: 



1. Alen Halilovic - football 
As a diminutive playmaker 
making a name for himself at 
Barcelona B, it is no surprise 
Alen Halilovic has been 
labelled 'the new Messi'. The 
18-year-old Croatian joined 
the Catalans in the summer 
from Dinamo Zagreb having 
been the club's youngest 
ever player and the youngest 
ever scorer in the Croatian 
league, while he made his 
full Croatia debut at 16. 

Bojan Krkic's stalled 
progress after he was bur¬ 
dened with the Messi 
moniker is a cautionary tale, 
but Halilovic could well turn 
out to be the real deal. 



2. Jordon Ibe - football 
Ibe joined Liverpool on 
January 1, 2012 after catch¬ 
ing the eye with Wycombe, 
for whom he became their 
youngest ever league 
goalscorer when he netted 
against Sheffield Wednesday 
aged just 15. The teenager 
has made three appearances 
for Liverpool and is spending 
this season on loan at 
Championship high-fliers 
Derby, while he is a current 
England Under-20 interna¬ 
tional. Playing in the same 
position as Raheem Sterling 
may limit his options at 
Anfield but Liverpool will 
surely want to find room for 
him very soon. 

Continued on facing page 



TIME OF HIS UFE 


WHEN a visibly upset Rory Mcllroy 
revealed he had called off his engage¬ 
ment to tennis star Caroline Wozniacki 
on the eve of the BMW PGA 
Championship in May, few could have 
envisioned what a season the Northern 
Irishman was about to enjoy. 

Certainly, few people were predicting with 
confidence that Mcllroy would even avoid a 
third straight missed cut at Wentworth, let 
alone go on to win the European Tour’s flag¬ 
ship event, overcoming a seven-shot deficit 
with a final round of 66. 

And that first professional victory on 
European soil was just the start of a remark¬ 
able 2014 for Mcllroy, who began it ranked 
sixth in the world and ended it the 
undisputed number one with eyes 
1 fixed firmly on more of the great¬ 
est prizes in the game. 

Three weeks after that win at 
Wentworth Mcllroy was back in 
the pack as Germany’s Martin 
Kaymer ran away with the US Open 
at Pinehurst, while five days after 
that he missed the cut for the second 
year running in the Irish Open. 

At that stage it looked unlikely 
Mcllroy would fulfil his goal of win¬ 
ning two majors in 2014 to make up 
for his barren year in 2013, when a 
controversial change of equipment 
contributed to a poor campaign 
which produced just one win, the 
Australian Open, in December. 

Much was being made of the 25- 
year-old’s difficulty in following up a 
good opening round with a second one 
on Friday, an issue highlighted by rounds 
of 64 and 78 in the Scottish Open at Royal 
Aberdeen. 

So when he began the Open 
Championship at Royal Liverpool with a 66 
the following week, few were getting too 
carried away, especially with Tiger Woods 
lurking just three shots behind. 

Another 66 shots later in the second round 
meant Mcllroy could proclaim his Friday 
demons exorcised, and despite the best efforts 
of Sergio Garcia and Rickie Fowler over the 
weekend, the Claret Jug was never destined to 
be lifted by anyone else. 

The same could not be said a fortnight later 
when Garcia took a three-shot lead into the 
final round of the WGC-Bridgestone 
Invitational, but again Mcllroy prevailed with 
a closing 66 - and with it reclaimed the world 
number one ranking he last held in March 
| 2013. 

Asked if Mcllroy was on the way to dominat¬ 
ing the sport as Tiger Woods did in his prime, 
European Ryder Cup captain Paul McGinley 
said: “There is no reason why not. 

“That’s the best exhibition of driving I have 
ever seen from anybody in terms of length and 
accuracy. That golf course is very narrow off 
the tee and he is finding the fairway time after 
time at 340 yards. 

“What I think is great is that Rory can hold 
his attitude where it is at now, it’s very much 
in the present, taking one week at a time. He’s 
never said he was chasing Jack Nicklaus’ 

1 record of 18 majors and that’s a great attitude, 
it takes the pressure off him and keeps him 
very much in the present where he needs to 
be.” 

With such praise ringing in his ears, Mcllroy 
admitted after his win at Firestone that he felt 
that he was in the best form of his life, with the 
final major of the year just days away. 

So it was no surprise when he started the US 
PGA Championship at Valhalla with yet 
another 66 to lie just one off the lead, nor when 


INCREDIBLE 
YEAR: For 

golfer Rory 
Mcllroy 


he added a second round of 67 to claim the 
halfway lead. 

But if his ultimate victory was no sur¬ 
prise, the manner of it certainly was in a 
dramatic final round which finished in 
darkness after a rain delay and with 
Mcllroy overturning a three-shot deficit 
with nine holes to play. 

After the joy of personal triumph came the 
responsibility of team performance in the 
Ryder Cup and Mcllroy was one of just two 
European players to contest all five ses¬ 
sions at Gleneagles. 

If truth be told, he was far from his best in 
claiming a win and two halves from the 
fourballs and foursomes before rediscover¬ 
ing it in the singles, thrashing Fowler 5&4 
to ease home nerves by putting the first 
point on the board. 

Having played a crucial part in ensuring 
McGinley was made captain, it was fitting 


that he played an equally vital role in | 
Europe’s eighth win in the last 10 contests. 

Next on the agenda? The simple matter of I 
winning the Masters in April to complete a 
career grand slam and move a step closer to 
holding all four major titles at the same 
time. Few would bet against it and some 
shrewd judges are predicting Mcllroy will | 
reach even dizzier heights. 

“I think Rory is an unbelievable talent,” I 
says Nicklaus, who has become friends with 
Mcllroy and spent two hours discussing all 
aspects of the game with him ahead of the 
US Open. “It depends on what he feels his 
priorities are but I think he has the oppor¬ 
tunity to win 15 or 20 majors if he wants to 
keep on playing. 

“I love his swing, his rhythm, his spirit. 
He has got a little swagger there, it’s a little 
bit cocky but it is not offensive. I like that 
self-confidence in a young man.” 


MORE SPORT NEWS ONLINE: WWW.DA1LYECH0.C0.IIK 
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to watch 
in 2015 


From facing page 


TRAGEDY: Australian cricket captain Michael Clarke, third left, helps CONTROVERSY: Luis Suarez was banned for a third time for a biting 
carry the coffin of Phillip Hughes. offence, this time at the Brazil World Cup. 

A YEAR OF TRAGEDY 

AND CONTROVERSY 


3. Jordan Nobbs - women’s 
football 


TRAGEDY and controversy left 
their stain on sport in 2014, a 
year in which the glorious 
exploits of our high-profile 
stars were all too often ren¬ 
dered secondary to the kind of 
front page news we would all 
rather wish to avoid. 

With every Rory Mcllroy major, 
every clinical German World Cup 
demolition, every euphoric Winter 
Olympic gold, came the despair of 
athletes cut down in their prime, 
the dirt of political scandal, the 
racial slurs and lurid tabloid tell- 
alls. 

No single moment was more 
poignant than the way in which the 
sporting world came together to 
remember the Australian cricketer 
Phillip Hughes, who died at the age 
of 25 two days after being struck by 
a bouncer during a Sheffield Shield 
match at the Sydney Cricket 
Ground. 

The bats propped at venues across 


the world and posted in their mil¬ 
lions on social media spoke of sport 
coming together in much the same 
way it had also mourned Elena 
Baltacha, the former British tennis 
number one who sadly succumbed 
to liver cancer in May. 

Jules Bianchi’s desperate fight for 
life following a crash at the 
Japanese Grand Prix in October 
overshadowed the culmination to 
the Formula One season and 
together such tragedies served to 
render inconsequential the inter¬ 
minable politicking which was 
allowed to slick across so much of 
this sporting year. 

Enough has already been said 
about the ongoing FIFA corruption 
scandal and the questionable 
morality of footballers from Luis 
Suarez to Ched Evans, and such 
tiresome if wholly valid investiga¬ 
tions ought not be allowed to sub¬ 
merge the year’s tales of genuine 
sporting glory. 

Those in need of a feelgood factor 
could have done much worse than 


line the lanes of Yorkshire along 
with millions of others for two 
extraordinary days in July, when 
the county served up the visiting 
Tour de France with its most extra¬ 
ordinary of Grand Departs. 

Even if Mark Cavendish’s hopes 
of a first stage win in his mother’s 
home town of Harrogate were cru¬ 
elly dashed by a crash yards from 
the finish line, it could not detract 
from a weekend which underlined 
once more what a truly soul-enrich¬ 
ing experience sport can be. 

There was triumph, too, in 
Glasgow’s hosting of the 
Commonwealth Games, a competi¬ 
tion whose relevance as a welcome 
antidote to head-thumping wins-at- 
all-costs ambition continues to 
increase. 

True sporting greatness in the 
shape of the likes of Usain Bolt and 
Nicola Adams mixed with athletes 
from far-flung Pacific atolls whose 
success was simply the ability to 
compete proudly as equals under 
the flags of their respective pin¬ 


prick nations. 

Great Britain emerged from the 
Winter Olympics in Sochi with its 
best medal haul in 90 years, Lizzy 
Yarnold’s dashing skeleton gold 
ensuring continued unlikely domi¬ 
nance of the women’s side of the ice 
chute sport, while Jenny Jones 
secured an historic first British 
medal on snow. 

There were history-making 
exploits at the Winter Paralympics 
too, where Kelly Gallagher and 
guide Charlotte Evans claimed the 
nation’s first gold medal, and team¬ 
mate Jade Etherington came home 
with four more of various hues. 

If in the interests of positivity 
England’s exploits at the World Cup 
in Brazil are best left out of the dis¬ 
cussion, it was a competition which 
managed to defy the critics who 
questioned whether the South 
American nation had the capability 
to act as fit and proper hosts. 

On the pitch, Germany produced 
arguably the most extraordinary 
performance of the entire sporting 
year with their 7-1 demolition of the 
hosts, but there were also thrills 
provided by the likes of Colombia, 
Algeria and the swashbuckling 
Costa Ricans during their improba¬ 
ble journey all the way to the quar¬ 
ter-finals. 

2014 was a year in which Mcllroy 
emphatically positioned himself as 
successor to Tiger Woods as the 
undisputed number one golfer on 
the planet, his two major wins 
capped by a stellar performance in 
Europe’s comfortable retention of 
the Ryder Cup at Gleneagles. 

Lewis Hamilton held off his team¬ 
mate Nico Rosberg to reclaim the 
Formula One world title, Jo Pavey 
was crowned the oldest female 
European athletics champion in 
history, and dressage rider 
Charlotte Dujardin added two 
world titles to her previous 
Olympic golds. 

All were performances which 
went some way towards making a 
sporting year forced to endure its 
periods of unbearable bleakness 
not appear such a forgettable one 
after all. 



FEELGOOD FACTOR: Stage two of the Tour de France passes through Haworth in Yorkshire. 


MORE SPORT NEWS ONLINE: WWW.DA1LYECH0.C0.IIK 


England will be desperate to 
put on a good show at the 
Women’s World Cup in 
Canada after their dismal 
performance at the last 
European Championship. 
Mark Sampson has resisted 
the temptation to make 
wholesale changes to the 
squad since replacing Hope 
Powell as coach but 22-year- 
old Arsenal midfielder Nobbs 
has been a key newcomer. 
Watch out for her ability to 
find the net from long range. 



4. Adam Lyth - cricket 
At 27, Lyth is hardly a new¬ 
comer but a stellar 2014 sea¬ 
son for Yorkshire has put 
him in pole position to part¬ 
ner England captain Alastair 
Cook in next summer’s 
Ashes series. Doubts over 
Sam Robson, the most recent 
man to hold the post, are all 
too evident and Lyth’s main 
competition may well come 
from his Yorkshire opening 
partner Alex Lees, who at 21 
looks the long-term solution. 
All three will have the 
chance to stake their claim 
on the England Lions tour to 
South Africa in January. 


Continued on page 30 












































30 


THE DAILY ECHO 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 3, 2015 


to watch 
IV in 2015 

From previous page 25 



5. Victor Dubuisson - golf 
The 24-year-old Frenchman 
had a terrific 2014 and could 
well be a contender for golf's 
majors in 2015. Dubuisson 
finished in the top 10 at both 
the Open and the US PGA 
Championship before making 
a real impression on his 
Ryder Cup debut to help 
Europe to victory. 



6. Siobhan-Marie O'Connor - 
swimming 

The youngest swimmer in the 
British team at London 2012 
has made rapid progress 
over the past two years. 
O'Connor, 19, competes in 
freestyle, butterfly, breast¬ 
stroke and medley races 
from 50 metres to 200m and 
won six medals at the 
Commonwealth Games. She 
will be looking to make a big 
splash at the World 
Championships in Kazan in 
2015. 



7. Katarina Johnson- 
Thompson - athletics 
The 21-year-old heptathlete 
would surely have been a 
star of both the 
Commonwealth Games and 
the European Championships 
but for an ill-timed foot 
injury. Next year’s athletics 
World Championships should 
provide the stage for her to 
show how good she is - and 
potentially for a terrific battle 
with Jessica Ennis-Hill. 

World class in both high 
jump and long jump as well 
as in the seven-event disci¬ 
pline, Johnson-Thompson is 
one of Britain’s brightest 
hopes for Rio and beyond. 

Continued on page 28 






FROM America’s Ryder Cup 
fallout to Rrazil’s World Cup 
capitulation to Germany, 
2014 threw up up a string of 
remarkable sporting events. 

We examine 10 key lessons 
heading into the New Year. 

■ Never write off the Germans 
at a World Cup. 

Harmonious accord between 
domestic league and governing 
body remains a model England’s 
FA can only crave. 

In a World Cup destined to 
j dance to the samba beat, regi¬ 
mented Germany had other 
1 ideas. 

I As defences crumbled, so did 
I football’s superheroes: Brazil 
l 2014 was not a World Cup for 
I superstar strikers, aside from 
Colombia’s six-goal titan James 
I Rodriguez. 

In the land of the beautiful 
! game, Germany’s stoicism, ath- 
| leticism and simple structure 
won the day. 

| Cristiano Ronaldo, Lionel 
Messi, even hosts Brazil’s great 
hope Neymar himself; all and 
more fell by the wayside by fail¬ 
ing to fire. 

While the world salivated over 
the attacking talent, Germany 
tiptoed past Algeria and France - 
then obliterated Brazil. 

Even the Germans themselves 
could not have dreamed of a 7-1 
victory, but Brazil at least man¬ 
aged to do one thing with style - 
! capitulate. 

Mario Gotze’s extra-time goal 
then sealed the crown with 
Argentina edged out 1-0. 

England’s latest failure, a 
humiliating return of one point 
and last place in Group D, was 
again laid at the feet of the dispar¬ 
ity of objectives between FA and 
Premier League. 

The German model was highly 
praised on all sides, but the onus 
remains with the FA to change 
English football’s status quo. 

■ America still have no idea 
what teamwork really means 
when it comes to the Ryder 
Cup. 

As the Europeans toasted 
retaining the Ryder Cup at 
Gleneagles in Scotland in 
September, the Americans 
launched their latest inquest 
laced with bitter recrimination. 

In the aftermath of a third- 
straight defeat to the Europeans, 
the American team started their 
back-biting as early as the press 
conferences. 

Phil Mickelson launched an 
astonishing attack on captain 
Tom Watson, criticising his lead¬ 
ership without any second 
thought. 

Bemoaning Watson’s leader¬ 
ship, Mickleson harked back to 
the tenure of Paul Azinger, who 


V 


CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: 

Tom Watson speaks with Phil 
Mickelson, Stuart Lancaster, Joe 
Schmidt and Vincent Tan 


\1 I^Bi 

last led the US to victory, at 
Valhalla in 2008. 

In front of Watson in the press 
conference, Mickelson said: “We 
had a great formula in ‘08. I don’t 
know why we strayed. 

“I don’t know why we don’t go 
back. What Zinger did was great.” 

Mickelson went on to suggest 
Watson did not have his team 
“invested in the process”. 

That the five-time major winner 
could not see the folly in breaking 
ranks so publicly neatly under¬ 
scores America’s greatest Ryder 
Cup shortcoming. 

■ Stuart Lancaster is no near¬ 
er to figuring out his starting 
England XV for Rugby World 
Cup 2015. 

All Blacks boss Steve Hansen’s 
claim England “went back to their 
old style” rang true at the end of 
the four-Test November series. 

England reverted to route-one 
forward power amid defeats to 


New Zealand and South Africa, 
despite trialling a more attacking 
blueprint in the summer. 

The retrograde step accounted 
for Australia as England pul¬ 
verised the Wallabies scrum, but 
boss Stuart Lancaster needs an 
extra dimension for Rugby World 
Cup glory next year. 

England’s backline is now more 
jumbled than ever. Lancaster has 
question-marks over scrum-half, 
fly-half and both centres. 

Bath’s rugby league recruit Sam 
Burgess will have his chance with 
the England Saxons in January, 
and could still start the Six 
Nations at inside centre. 

■ Cardiff City owner Vincent 
Tan might not be quite as con¬ 
troversial as everyone thought. 

Forthright Cardiff owner Tan 
followed up changing home 
colours from blue to red by seem¬ 
ing to meddle in team affairs by 
removing manager Malky 


\ 

Mackay. 

Cardiff initially cited transfer 
imprudence for Mackay’s depar¬ 
ture, but in August a murkier pic¬ 
ture was drawn. 

Mackay was soon under FA 
investigation, along with Cardiff’s 
former head of recruitment Iain 
Moody, in a storm revolving 
around alleged racist, homopho¬ 
bic and sexist text messages. 

Moody was forced to relinquish 
his director of football role at 
Crystal Palace, while the Selhurst ' 
Park club quickly ended over¬ 
tures towards Mackay for their 
vacant managerial post. 

The entire situation deepened 
still further when Mackay was 
appointed Wigan boss in 
November, with chairman Dave 
Whelan desperately defending the 
move. 

Whelan himself became the 
focus of an FA investigation for 
his comments in trying to claim 
Mackay is no racist. 
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MODEL FOOTBALL: Germany lifted the 2014 World Cup trophy 
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STATESMAN: Michael Clarke 
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NOTHING TO PROVE: Carl Froch 




Cardiff owner Tan had been 
labelled at best eccentric before 
sacking Mackay. As the controver¬ 
sy continued, views were tenta- 
\ tively revised. 

■ Australia captain Michael 
Clarke is cricket’s premier 
statesman. 

There was once a time when 
Michael Clarke copped criticism in 
Australia for being too flash: now, 
no one can quite remember when. 

_ Batsman Phillip Hughes’ death 

on November 27, two days after 
being hit on the back of the head 
by a bouncer, shocked the sporting 
=— world. 

That Hughes’ tragic death was 
quickly deemed an accident did lit¬ 
tle to assuage the grief of his fami¬ 
ly, and the cricketing world 
beyond. 

^ Clarke delivered an impassioned 
and insightful eulogy at Hughes’ 
funeral in his home town of 
Macksville on December 3. 


i 


The Australia batsman encapsu¬ 
lated the mood perfectly with a 
mature and measured oration, 
calling for Hughes’ spirit to “act as 
a custodian of the sport we all 
love”. 

“We must listen to it,” continued 
Clarke. “We must cherish it. We 
must learn from it. We must dig in 
and get through to tea. And we 
must play on. 

“So rest in peace my little broth¬ 
er. I’ll see you out in the middle.” 

■ Joe Schmidt is the best 
coach in world rugby and 
should lead the British and 
Irish Lions in New Zealand in 
2017. 

Former schoolteacher Schmidt 
has guided Ireland to third in the 
world rankings for the first time in 
eight years, with hopes now soar¬ 
ing for the 2015 World Cup. 

The New Zealander’s intense 
focus has caught global attention, 
and he will doubtless be a future 


contender as All Blacks boss. 

The former Leinster coach could 
do worse than lead the Lions to his 
homeland in three years, with one 
eye on staying put afterwards to 
chase that All Blacks dream. 

■ Roy Keane and Sir Alex 
Ferguson will never let their 
feud lie, but both should forget 
any more literary forays. 

More shooting galleries than 
autobiographies, both Keane and 
Ferguson churned out updated 
publications this year. 

Then both men sat back and like¬ 
ly cackled at the many and varied 
targets of their abuse. 

Neither missed the opportunity 
to settle a few scores, but curious¬ 
ly the one stand-off that was never 
fully addressed by either man was 
the feud between master and 
apprentice. 

Keane is yet to forgive Ferguson 
for his swift Manchester United 
exit in 2005, despite belatedly chal¬ 


lenging the former Old Trafford 
boss to apologise. 

Pledging to bury the hatchet if 
Ferguson apologises is a promise 
Keane knows he will never need to 
keep. 

Neither book scales any heights 
of insight or anecdote; for both, it 
is time to let it go. 

■ Tennis master Roger Federer 
is not as ice cool as he would 
have everyone believe. 

Swiss supremo Federer has glid¬ 
ed to Grand Slam dominance for 
the better part of two decades 
without controversy or scandal. 

That all changed somewhat when 
Federer clashed with friend and 
compatriot Stan Wawrinka in a 
last-four battle at London’s 02 
Arena in November’s Barclays 
ATP World Tour Finals. 

Wawrinka complained to the 
umpire about Federer’s wife 
Mirka effectively sledging him 
from the players’ box. 


Mrs Federer is alleged to ' 
criticised Wawrinka for whinge- I 
ing, while Wawrinka claimed this 
was not an uncommon phenome- | 
non. 

Federer won out 4-6 7-5 7-6 (8/6) I 
before it was reported that the ! 
pair spent 10 minutes thrashing 
out their differences in the 
venue’s gym. 

An immediate switch to Davis 
Cup action with Switzerland 
forced a social media bonding ses¬ 
sion; but it was too late to paper 
over the simmering resentment, 
even if the two men then led the 
Swiss to Davis glory. 

■ England’s cricket team had 
a bullying culture in their 
Ashes glory years - Oh no they 
didn’t! 

The pantomime fallout from 
Kevin Pieter sen’s autobiography 
has left the ostracised former 
England batsman at odds with his 
old team-mates. 

Claim and counter-claim 
I volleyed back and forth after 
Pietersen released KP The 
Autobiography in October. 

Pietersen accused senior 
England stars of bullying, while 
all and sundry quickly and angri- 
| ly scoffed at the idea. 

The process was no doubt 
cathartic for Pietersen, who still 
maintains he was the scapegoat 
when sacked following England’s 
disastrous 2013 Ashes tour. 

However many scores the South 
Africa-born batsman settled 
though, the net result is sadly all 
too simple: a period of English 
cricketing dominance has been 
i dragged through the mud and 
i back again. 

■ Carl Froch has nothing left 
to prove 

The Super Middleweight world 
champion can write his ticket to a 
Las Vegas send-off fight, or retire 
right now a happy man. 

Froch could realise a lifelong 
dream by making a fight with 
Julio Cesar Chavez Junior in 
Vegas next year, or could hang up 
the gloves. After dispatching 
George Groves at Wembley in 
May, the 37-year-old has nothing 
left to prove. 

Hammersmith hopeful Groves 
forced a rematch after their ini¬ 
tial clash in Manchester ended in 
controversy in November 2013. 

Groves was stopped in the ninth 
round, a decision he felt prema¬ 
ture, and the IBF duly awarded a 
mandatory rematch. 

While Groves spent the build-up 
talking of proving Froch was past 
it, the Nottingham man mostly 
kept his counsel. 

Come the May 31 fight however, 
Froch dominated from start to 
finish, closing off the ring expert¬ 
ly, and delivering a stunning 
knockout blow in the eighth 
round. 
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to watch 
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From page 31 



8. Daniil Kvyat - formula one 
The 20-year-old Russian will 
follow the well-trodden path 
from Toro Rosso to Red Bull 
for the 2015 Formula One 
season to replace Sebastian 
Vettel. Kvyat broke Vetters 
record as the youngest 
points scorer in his first race 
in Australia and continued to 
impress during his debut 
season. Stepping in at Toro 
Rosso, meanwhile, is 17- 
year-old Max Verstappen, 
who will become the 
youngest driver to start an 
FI race. 



9. Sam Burgess - rugby union 
One of the sagas of next year 
looks set to be whether 
rugby league convert 
Burgess will make the 
England squad for the Rugby 
World Cup. He certainly has 
the pedigree having guided 
South Sydney Rabbitohs to 
the NRL title in Australia 
before returning to England 
to join Bath. If he lives up to 
the hype, Burgess could give 
England a much-needed X- 
factor on home soil. 



10. Belinda Bencic - tennis 
While Serena Williams con¬ 
tinues to dominate women’s 
tennis at 33, the next gener¬ 
ation are making their pres¬ 
ence felt, and 2015 could be 
a stellar year for Belinda 
Bencic. The Swiss does not 
turn 18 until March but is 
already ranked 32nd and a 
grand slam quarter-finalist 
after a terrific run at the US 
Open. Bencic has long been 
close to the Hingis family 
and looks to have the best 
chance of emulating Martina 
as a teenage slam winner. 



JOSE Mourinho’s tirade over 
perceived injustices against his 
Chelsea side may have been a 
tactic designed to invoke a siege 
mentality among his players. 

The Chelsea boss railed about a 
“clear campaign” against his side 
after Cesc Fabregas was booked for 
diving in Sunday’s 1-1 draw at Saints, 
when the Spain midfielder could easi¬ 
ly have been given a penalty following 
a foul by Matt Targett. 

The Sporting Mind's Andy Barton, a 
mental performance coach, said: 
“Whether it’s consciously calculated, 
which is a strong possibility, or 
whether it’s an emotional response, 
which is also a strong possibility, 
Mourinho has, time and time again, 
shown a siege mentality with his 
teams, by creating common enemies. 

“If you make yourself out to be a vic¬ 
tim in a situation, if you've got loyalty 
in your team, which he does, it just 
creates a stronger bond. 

“If you create a common enemy you 
have something to rally your team 
around and so they're supporting a 
particular cause. You create a pur¬ 
pose in your team.” 

The timing was curious given 
Chelsea had dropped points in three 
of their last four Premier League 
away games, including a first loss of 
the season at Newcastle. 

At the time of Mourinho speaking 
at St Mary’s, Manchester City looked 
like closing the gap at the top of the 
standings to one point, until Burnley 
struck a late leveller against them. 

Mourinho's comments are a tactic 
familiar to Premier League audiences 
and reminiscent of another fine 
sports psychologist. 

Barton added: “It's the kind of thing 
Alex Ferguson was very good at; mak¬ 
ing a point in a way where it made 
other people think. 

“Mourinho can highlight (the 


Fabregas incident) as it did look 
like a penalty. He had a pretty ^ 
strong case for it. 

“It's quite a tough thing for a referee 
to respond to. 

“They try to be unconsciously fairer 
to Chelsea and if they say ‘okay, I'm 
just going to ignore him’ they may be 
next (to be criticised).” 

Mourinho's a “master” at the men¬ 
tal aspect of elite sport, according to 
Dave Readle, a performance psychol¬ 
ogist who has worked with British 
Cycling and numerous other athletes 
in Olympic sports. 

“At this level the mental aspect of 
sport is what he's got above every¬ 
body else. He's the master,” Readle 
said. 

“Many people can coach football, i 
but to get the best out of each indi- 1 
vidual player, that's what sets him A 
apart. 

“Everything he says is calculated, jfl 
Even though they're probably the K 
best team, he likes to create an H 
underdog mentality.” 

Mourinho also diverts the pres- M 
sure from his players, taking it on 
himself. Ml 

Readle added: “Over the years 
Mourinho has developed a 
shield of resistance. He gives it ggj 
and he can take it as well." 

The latest comments at St [ M B 
Mary’s will sow doubt in refer- 
ees' minds for the rest of the flH 
season. 

Readle added: “Single-handedly he 
turned the media and fans' spotlight 
on the referees. It's very astute, very 
clever. 

“They’re all human, they're all 
going to feel the pressure. Now 
they’ve got millions of people watch¬ 
ing every decision they're going to 
make when Chelsea are playing. 

“They’re going to doubt their own 
decisions now - ‘the spotlight’s on 
me’.” 
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M\ didn’t think in my wildest 
dreams I would have a sum¬ 
mer like this. I was happy 
being a two-time major cham¬ 
pion coming into this year, and 
all of a sudden I’m a four-time 
major champion.” 

Rory Mcllroy reflects on a 
superb year in which he won / 
the Open Championship at 
Hoylake and the US PGA 
Championship at Valhalla. 

m After the impact... I 
lost my balance, mak¬ 
ing my body unstable 
and falling on top of my 
opponent. At that moment 
I hit my face against the 
player leaving a small 
bruise on my cheek and a 
strong pain in my teeth.” 

With an explanation that 
bends the truth completely 
and is given little credence 
outside Uruguay, Luis 
Suarez attempts to defend his 
actions after biting Italy’s Giorgio 
Chiellini at the World Cup. 

m It’s probably been the worst 
three months of my life... 
Every single person on the 
planet slips at some point in 
their life, whether it is on a set 
of stairs, on the floor or whatev¬ 
er. For me, it happened on the 
pitch at a really bad moment.” 

Liverpool captain Steven Gerrard 
reflects on the fateful slip that cost 
his title-chasing side so dearly in a 
vital game against Chelsea. 
Gerrard’s stumble gifted a goal to 
Demba Ba and Liverpool could not 
recover, suffering a highly damag¬ 
ing defeat. Gerrard’s mood was not 
improved as he went on to captain 
England’s dismal World Cup cam¬ 
paign in Brazil. 

u This is a catastrophe. It’s 
probably the worst moment 
of my career. This is the 
worst day of my life, but life 
goes on.” 

Brazil coach Luiz Felipe Scolari 
apologises after his side’s home 
World Cup campaign ended in 
abject humiliation, with a 7-1 semi¬ 
final defeat at the hands of eventual 
winners Germany. 

£ £ Unfortunately we have 
strayed from a winning for¬ 
mula in 2008 for the last 
three Ryder Cups and we need to 
consider maybe getting back to 
that formula that helped us play 
our best.” 

Without actually naming Tom 
Watson, Phil Mickelson makes a 
brutal assessment of the United 
States captain’s leadership after 
their Ryder Cup loss to Europe at 
Gleneagles. 

mi want to put this nicely but, 
reading the book, it strikes 
me that maybe, just maybe, 
team sport’s not for you?” 

TV chat show host Graham 
Norton cuts to the chase as he inter¬ 
views Kevin Pietersen during the 
former England batsman’s exten¬ 
sive round of media appearances to 
promote his controversial autobiog¬ 
raphy. 

“I’m waking up to this non¬ 
sense. journalist please don’t 




•try. 


m It is the greatest day of my life. 
2008 was a special time in my life 
winning my first title, but this 
means even more than the first one. 
The feeling I have now is way, way 
past that and above and beyond.” 

Britain’s Lewis Hamilton celebrates 
winning his second world title after vic¬ 
tory in the Abu Dhabi Grand Prix. 


create lies to make headlines.” 

Headline attraction Usain Bolt, 
via Twitter, attempts to defuse one 
of the biggest controversies of the 
Commonwealth Games by denying 
he made derogatory comments 
about the event in Glasgow. 

m I would like to thank the 
United staff for making me 
feel so welcome and part of 
the United family from my first 
day. And of course thank you to 
those fans who have supported 
me throughout the season.” 

David Moyes noticeably does not 
thank the players, some of whom 
had reportedly turned against him, 
as he is sacked after 10 months as 
Manchester United manager. 

4^1 have never seen a grown 
man of the stature of Ben 
Flower cry as much in my 


life. That is how devastated he 
is, both at the illegality of the 
incident and more particularly 
the consequences for the Wigan 
club, and even the fact it 
detracts from St Helens’ victo¬ 
ry.” 

Wigan Warriors chairman Ian 
Lenagan speaks of the regret felt by 
forward Ben Flower after he was 
sent off for punching a prone Lance 
Hohaia in the Super League Grand 
Final against St Helens. 

Ml. can categorically tell you 
Mario Balotelli will not be at 
Liverpool.” 

Liverpool manager Brendan 
Rodgers emphatically rules out any 
possibility of signing the mercurial 
Mario Balotelli - only to perform a 
complete about-turn less than a 
month later and bring the Italian to 
Anfield for £16million. 


“Am I afraid of failure? He is a 
specialist in failure. I’m not. So 
if one supposes he’s right and 
I’m afraid of failure, it’s because 
I don’t fail many times. So 
maybe he’s right. I’m not used to 
failing. But the reality is he’s a 
specialist because, eight years 
without a piece of silverware, 
that’s failure.” 

Jose Mourinho hits back at 
Arsene Wenger as the long-running 
feud between the managers of 
Chelsea and Arsenal reignites spec¬ 
tacularly. Wenger - in response to 
another Mourinho jibe - had sug¬ 
gested the Portuguese refused to 
talk up his side’s title chances 
because he feared failure. 

M That was the best punch of 
my life. You define a good 
punch from what it means, 
and what that meant was the 


KEVIN PIETERSEN 
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whole George Groves saga and 
the history of the fight came to 
an end.” 

Carl Froch reflects on the ham¬ 
mer blow of a right hand that ended 
his much-hyped and bitter 
rematch with George Groves in 
v j front of a post-War record 80,000 
crowd at Wembley. 

M Raheem had done the warm¬ 
up and he came to me and 
said, ‘I really am feeling a lit¬ 
tle bit tired, I don’t feel like I am 
in my best form at the moment 
because I am feeling a bit 
tired’.” 

England manager Roy Hodgson 
opens a can of worms - and is later 
criticised for his honesty - by 
revealing why forward Raheem 
Sterling did not feature in the Euro 
2016 qualifier in Estonia. 

M I think there should be more 
made for him - stick a whop¬ 
ping great statue outside - 
because it doesn’t hit you 
straight away that it’s his velo¬ 
drome. He won’t complain 
because he’s far too nice, so I’ll 
complain for him.” 

Sir Bradley Wiggins complains 
about the branding at the Sir Chris 
Hoy Velodrome and apparent lack 
of recognition of the man the 
Commonwealth Games venue was 
named after. 

M I’ve learned from past expe¬ 
rience to keep going, forget 
about the chances you’ve 
missed and keep persevering. 
Thankfully I got the decisive 
goal. It was great to see it go in. 
This is what every footballer 
dreams of and it doesn’t get any 
bigger in club football.” 

World record signing Gareth Bale, 
who missed three good chances ear¬ 
lier in the game, reflects on his deci¬ 
sive contribution to Real Madrid’s 
Champions League final victory 
over Atletico Madrid. 

<<I don’t want to cry, I want to 
be tough.” 

British speed skater Elise Christie 
tries to put on a brave face after 
being disqualified from a third 
event at the Winter Olympics in 
Sochi. 

M l . always have high expecta¬ 
tions of myself - but to win 
the whole race is far beyond 
my expectations.” 

Lizzy Yarnold struggles to take in 
the enormity of her achievements 
after winning gold in Sochi. 


Ml think that’s a major self- 
indulgence to do something 
like that.” 

Football pundit Martin Keown, 
the former Arsenal and England 
defender, is not overly impressed 
after Tottenham’s Erik Lamela 
scores with a stunning rabona-style 
long-range strike. 

M The problem with Chelsea is 
I lack a striker. I have Eto’o 
but he is 32 years old, maybe 
35, who knows?” 

In what he thought were 
unrecorded tongue-in-cheek com¬ 
ments, Chelsea boss Mourinho 
questions his striking resources. 
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Stars we lost 
in 2014 


TOBY BALDING: Awarded an OBE by 
the Queen in 2011 for services to horse 
racing, Balding - uncle of television 
presenter Clare - was a victorious 
trainer in the Grand National, 

Champion Hurdle and Cheltenham 
Gold Cup and regarded as one of the 
best around when it came to mentoring 
young jockeys. He died in September, 
two days after his 78th birthday. 

ELENA BALTACHA: The former 
British tennis number one died of liver 
cancer at the age of 30 in May. She 
had been diagnosed with the illness in 
January, just two months after retiring 
from the sport and only weeks after 
she married her long-time coach Nino 
Severino. 

PETER BIAKSANGZUALA: The 

Bethlehem Vengthlang FC midfielder 
died in October aged 23 of injuries he 
sustained after landing awkwardly 
while celebrating his goal during a 
state-level league match in India. 
Biaksangzuala had damaged his spinal 
cord after attempting a series of som¬ 
ersaults. 

SIR JACK BRABHAM: Australia’s 
three-time Formula One champion 
died at the age of 88 in May. He 
claimed the trophy in 1959, 1960 and 
1966 - with the latter, becoming the 
only driver in history to win a World 
Championship in a car he himself had 
manufactured - and was his sport’s 
first knight. 

SIR CHRISTOPHER CHATAWAY: 

The former 5,000 metres world record 
holder acted as a pacemaker to help 
Sir Roger Bannister become the first 
man to break the four-minute mile bar¬ 
rier in 1954. He died aged 82 in 
January after a battle with cancer. 



ALFREDO Dl STEFANO: Regarded as 
one of the greatest footballers of all 
time, the Argentina-born forward, 
above, enjoyed a trophy-laden career, 
most notably winning five successive 
European Cups with Real Madrid 
between 1956 and 1960. He died in 
May aged 88. 

ALBERT EBOSSE: The Cameroonian 
striker died in August aged 24 after 
being hit in the head by an object 
thrown from the stands during an 
Algerian league game. 

EUSEBIO: Another revered as one of 
football’s all-time greats, 
Mozambique-born Eusebio helped 
Portugal to third place at the 1966 
World Cup, finishing as top scorer in 
the tournament with nine goals. At 
club level he won 11 league titles dur¬ 
ing a 15-year spell with Benfica and 
two Golden Boot awards as Europe’s 
leading goalscorer. He died in January 
aged 71. 

SIR TOM FINNEY: The former Preston 
and England forward was his club’s 
most famous son and emerged as one 
of his country’s greatest talents in the 
post-war era. He made his debut for 
North End in 1946 and remained with 
them until his retirement in 1960, scor¬ 
ing 210 goals in 473 appearances, 
while for England he netted 30 times in 
76 caps. He died in February at the 
age of 91. 




An extraordinary session after tea 
on the third day of the fourth Test 
between England and India at Old 
Trafford turned the series in the 
hosts’ favour. England took nine 
wickets to bowl out the tourists 
for 161 and win the match 
by an _ a«l 


innings 

and 54 runs. 
Moeen Ali took four 
for 39 for England, who 
were without key bowler Stuart Broad 
following the broken nose sustained 
by a Varun Aaron bouncer in the 
hosts’ first innings. England went on 
to win the fifth Test and the series. 

SELBY FIGHTBACK 
STUNS ROCKET 

Ronnie O’Sullivan led Mark Selby 8- 
3 and 10-5 before Mark Selby respond¬ 
ed to win a first World Championship 
18-14. On the second day of the final at 
The Crucible in Sheffield, the Jester 
from Leicester won the first four 
frames and took 13 of the day’s 17 to 
seal and emotional triumph and deny 
the Rocket a hat-trick of titles. In 
December, O’Sullivan struck the 13th 
maximum 147 of his career at the UK 
Championship in York. 


ROCHE ROCKET EARNS 
NOMINATION 


Stephanie Roche’s stunning strike 
for Peamount United against Wexford 
- in front of fewer than 100 fans and 
with grainy camera footage showing 
the juggling effort and sumptuous vol¬ 
ley - made the three-goal shortlist for 
FIFA’s Puskas Award of goal of the 
year. She will find out if she becomes 
the first female to win the award in 
January, but faces competition from 
Colombia’s James Rodriguez and 
Robin van Persie of Holland, whose 
goals came at the 2014 World Cup. 


COBRA POUNCES AT 
WEMBLEY 


After a controversial original bout 
in Manchester, a British record 80,000 
fans flocked to Wembley to watch Carl 
Froch take on George Groves. There 
was no debate about the winner of the 
rematch as Froch, known as the 
Cobra, retained his IBF and WBA 
super-middleweight titles by flooring 
Groves in the eighth round. 


SUPREME SLIDING 


Lizzy Yarnold set a searing pace 
over the ice in Sochi to strike Winter 
Olympics gold in the women’s skele¬ 
ton, 30 years to the day after Torvill 
and Dean had strung perfect sixes in 
Sarajevo. Jenny Jones also won 
Britain’s first Winter Olympic medal 
on snow, finishing third in the snow¬ 
board slopestyle event. Paralympic 
success followed as Kelly Gallagher 
and guide Charlotte Evans won the 
women’s visually-impaired super-G. 


RUTHLESS GERMANY 


Brazil was sent into mourning on 
July 8 by a ruthless showing from 
Germany, who went on to ^ 
win the World Cup after 
a stunning 7-1 defeat of 
the hosts in the 
semi-final. Miroslav 
Klose broke the 
tournament goal¬ 
scoring record as 
Germany went 5-0 up inside 29 min¬ 
utes in an astonishing show of force. 
Honourable domestic mentions go to 
Southampton for an 8-0 defeat of 
Sunderland and Chelsea for a 6-0 win 
over Arsenal in Arsene Wenger’s 
1,000th match in charge of the 
Gunners. 


MAGICAL MclLROY 


A 25-year-old golfer from Hollywood 
had a blockbuster year, winning The 
Open at Royal Liverpool and the US 
PGA title to take his tally to four 
majors, with only The Masters elud¬ 
ing him thus far. Mcllroy also won a 
world golf title and the BMW PGA at 
Wentworth, cementing his place as 
the planet’s best. The Northern 
Irishman, who declared he would play 
for Ireland at the 2016 Olympics, also 
played a key role as Europe won the 
Ryder Cup again. 


GLASGOW GOLD RUSH 


Usain Bolt’s assessment of the 
weather apart, the 2014 
Commonwealth Games were a roar¬ 
ing success. Scotland put politics 
aside just a few months ahead of the 
Independence Referendum. Glasgow 
embraced the athletes and its visitors 
with open arms and revelled in high- 
class sporting competition as the 
Home Nations enjoyed successes 
which bode well for the 2016 Olympic 
Games in Rio de Janeiro. Bolt even 
put on a show in the rain, winning 
gold with Jamaica in the 4x100 metres 


relay at Hampden Park. 

LE TOUR DE 
YORKSHIRE 

British cycling’s talisman Sir 
Bradley Wiggins may have been 
absent after being omitted from Team 
Sky’s line-up, but the hordes of 
cycling fanatics cared little as they 
flocked to God’s Own Country for the 
Grand Depart. Leeds, Harrogate, 
York, Sheffield and everywhere in 
between - and then from Cambridge 
to London - embraced the Lycra-clad 
warriors. There were 4.8million road¬ 
side fans. Wiggins bounced back by 
winning a first time-trial world title in 
Spain in September. 


HAMILTON HEROICS 

Hertfordshire’s Hamilton put the 
Hammer down - a phrase his 
Mercedes team used in the cockpit 
this season - to claim an incredible 11 
wins from 19 races, including in the 
season finale in Abu Dhabi to seal a 
second Formula One world title. 

The Stevenage driver also had to 
cope with friction with his team-mate 
and title rival Nico Rosberg, who was 
magnanimous in defeat as his car 
toiled in what had been billed as a title 
decider. 

WICKETS TUMBLE AT 
OLD TRAFFORD 


Usain Bolt 
celebrates 
winning the 
Men’s 4x1 OOm 
Relay at 
Hampden Park, 
during the 2014 
Commonwealth 
Games in 
Glasgow 




MORE SPORT NEWS ONLINE: WWW.DA1LYECH0.C0.IIK 
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CONFRONTATION: Hull City’s David Meyler and Newcastle United 
manager Alan Pardew 



IN THE DOCK: Olympic athlete Oscar Pistorius 


AND 10 OF WE WORST 



HUGHES MOURNED 

Australia batsman Phil Hughes 
was put on life support after being 
struck on the head by a bouncer in 
a Sheffield Shield match. Three 
days before his 26th birthday, he 
died, sending Australian sport and 
cricket into mourning. Australia 
captain Michael Clarke delivered a 
touching eulogy at the funeral, 
which finished: “Rest in peace my 
little brother. I’ll see you out in the 
middle”. 

SADNESS AT SUZUKA 

Formula One driver Jules Bianchi 
suffered severe head injuries in a 
crash at Suzuka in October. The 
Marussia driver hit a recovery 
vehicle in wet conditions at 126kph 
(78mph). As of early December, he 
was no longer in an artificial coma 
and was breathing unaided, but 
remained unconscious. 

RACISM REMAINS IN 
BEAUTIFUL GAME 

In an ignominious year for foot¬ 
ball, racism, anti-semitism and 
other forms of bigotry again reared 
their ugly head: Nicolas Anelka 
was suspended for five games and 
fined following his ‘quenelle’ ges¬ 
ture; Malky Mackay’s “friendly 
banter” text messages; the bum¬ 
bling defence by Dave Whelan, 
Mackay’s new chairman at Wigan; 
and social media posts by Rio 
Ferdinand and Mario Balotelli, 
among others. In basketball, Los 
Angeles Clippers owner Donald 
Sterling was banned for life from 
the NBA and fined 2.5million US 
dollars after being found guilty of 
making racist comments on tape. 

EVANS EMERGES TO 
STORM 

Convicted rapist Ched Evans 
served half of a five-year sentence 
before being released in October 
and continuing to protest his inno¬ 
cence, while he also launched a bid 
to get his conviction quashed. 
Sheffield United, Evans’ former 
club, were embroiled in a public 
debate - Jessica Ennis-Hill’s objec¬ 
tion led to her receiving rape 
threats on Twitter - over whether 
the striker should return to foot¬ 
ball. Eventually the club retracted 
their offer for him to train with 
them. 


THREE BITES AND 
YOU’RE OUT 

After twice being banned for bit¬ 
ing opponents in the club game, 
Luis Suarez chose the World Cup to 
commit his third offence, taking a 
chunk out of Giorgio Chiellini’s 
shoulder during Uruguay’s defeat 
of Italy. The severity of his nine- 
match international ban and four- 
month suspension from football 
activity was reduced on appeal. 

FIFA FARCE GOES ON 

Four years after Russia and Qatar 
were awarded the 2018 and 2022 
World Cups, the reports of corrup¬ 


tion continued. A FIFA probe into 
World Cup bidding, which cleared 
Qatar but criticised England, was 
published in November. 

The findings were challenged by 
the chief investigator US lawyer 
Michael Garcia, who said he would 
lodge an appeal. 

FIFA president Sepp Blatter, 
meanwhile, insisted the investiga¬ 
tion would not be reopened despite 
the world governing body lodging a 
criminal complaint with the Swiss 
attorney general. 

MORE FOOTBALL 
ANTICS 

There were several moments 


that were difficult to digest: 
Massimo Cellino’s takeover of 
Leeds despite criminal cases in 
his native Italy and his continual 
discarding of those he had 
employed as coaches; Alan 
Pardew’s headbutt on Hull’s 
David Meyler and subsequent 
£100,000 fine and seven-game sus¬ 
pension; the sacking of David 
Moyes 10 months into a six-year 
contract at previously stable 
Manchester United; spot-fixing in 
lower-league fixtures, a scourge 
which also surfaced once more in 
cricket. 

FLOWER’S FINAL 
ASSAULT 

St Helens beat Wigan 14-6 in the 
Super League Grand Final at Old 
Trafford after the early dismissal of 
Wigan’s Ben Flower for brutally 
punching Lance Hohaia in the sec¬ 
ond minute of the match. Flower 
was handed a six-month ban - 
Hohaia had earlier accepted a one- 
game suspension for his role in the 
fracas - by the Rugby Football 
League after the incident overshad¬ 
owed the season’s showpiece occa¬ 
sion. 

BOOK BASHING 

Kevin Pietersen and Roy Keane 
published their tomes to much fan¬ 
fare and vitriolic headlines of the 
outspoken duo’s views. Pietersen 
clearly relished the expiration of 
his confidentiality agreement with 
his prior employers at the England 
and Wales Cricket Board and was 
outspoken in his criticism of 
England captain Alastair Cook, in 
particular. Keane, meanwhile, 
made more revelations about the 
fractious end to his time at 
Manchester United. 

PISTORIUS CASE ENDS 

The tragic shooting of Reeva 
Steenkamp by Oscar Pistorius on 
February 14, 2013, saw cameras 
trained on a court in Pretoria. 

The Olympian and Paralympian 
was found guilty of the manslaugh¬ 
ter of his girlfriend, having been 
cleared the previous day of pre¬ 
meditated murder and second- 
degree murder. 

The South African athlete was 
jailed for five years, but may serve 
only a fraction of that sentence 
behind bars. 


MORE SPORT NEWS ONLINE: WWW.DAUYECHO.CO.llK 


Stars we lost 
in 2014 


JAMES ALEXANDER GORDON: The 

Edinburgh-born BBC broadcaster, 
whose voice was synonymous with 
the classified football results on the 
radio, died in August at the age of 78. 
He retired in 2013 after four decades 
with the corporation and had been 
battling cancer. 

TONY HATELEY: The striker was 
signed by Bill Shankly for Liverpool 
for a club-record fee of £96,000 in 
1967 and spent just over a year at 
Anfield, scoring 28 goals in 56 
games. He also represented Chelsea, 
Aston Villa, Coventry, Birmingham 
and Notts County during his career, 
and his son, Mark Hateley, later 
played for England. He died in 
February aged 72. 

DESSIE HUGHES: Hughes, who 
passed away in November aged 71 
after a battle with illness, enjoyed 
great success both as a rider and 
trainer in a career spanning more 
than 50 years. That included riding 
Monksfield to win the Champion 
Hurdle in 1979 and also seeing his 
horse Hardy Eustace claim victory in 
the Cheltenham Festival highlight in 
2004 and 2005. 

MICHAEL SCUDAMORE: The head 
of the Scudamore racing dynasty, 
below, won the Grand National as a 
rider on Oxo in 1959. Following his 
retirement from the saddle, he took 
out a trainer’s licence and one of his 
biggest victories came with Bruslee in 
the Mackeson Gold Cup at 
Cheltenham in 1974. He died aged 81 
in July. 


SANDY JARDINE: The former 
Rangers and Scotland defender won 
the European Cup Winners’ Cup with 
the Ibrox club and was among their 
most decorated servants. He also 
played 38 times for his country, cap¬ 
taining them nine times, and featured 
at the 1974 World Cup. He died in 
April aged 65, 18 months after being 
diagnosed with cancer. 

MAICON: The Brazilian Shakhtar 
Donetsk striker was killed in a car 
crash in the Ukrainian city in February 
at the age of 25. 

SENZO MEYIWA: Orlando Pirates 
goalkeeper and South Africa captain 
Meyiwa was shot dead in Vosloorus 
township, near Johannesburg, in 
October. He was 27. 

MATTHEW ROBINSON: The 
Australian para-snowboarder died in 
February aged 28 after suffering seri¬ 
ous neck and spinal injuries in a race 
accident in Spain. 

PHIL SHARPE: Former batsman 
Sharpe, who passed away in May 
aged 77, played 12 Tests for England 
in the 1960s and was a member of 
seven county championship-winning 
teams at Yorkshire. It is for his repu¬ 
tation as one of the greatest slip field¬ 
ers of all time that he will perhaps be 
best remembered - in that position, 
he took more than 600 catches in his 
20-year career. 

TITO VILANOVA: The Spanish coach 
died of throat cancer in April at the 
age of 45. He guided Barcelona to 
the La Liga title in 2013 after taking 
over from Pep Guardiola, but 
resigned at the end of that season 
because of ill health. He had previ¬ 
ously spent four years as Guardiola’s 
assistant at the Nou Camp. 
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NOW another fine year of 
boxing has drawn to a close, 
the Sports Pink casts its 
annual look over the high¬ 
lights of 2014 in the ring: 
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BRITISH FIGHT OF THE 
YEAR 

For sheer spectacle, nothing 
can beat Carl Froch’s one- 
punch demolition of George 
Groves in their hotly-antici¬ 
pated rematch in front of 
80,000 fans at Wembley 
Stadium. But for non-stop 
action from start to finish, a 
number of small hall show¬ 
downs threatened to steal 
the show. None were more 
action-packed than Hull 
lightweight Tommy Coyle’s 
scrap with Daniel Brizuela at 
the Hull Ice Arena in 
February. Both men were 
floored four times and both 
had points deducted before 
the indefatigable Coyle tri¬ 
umphed by knockout in the 
final round. His reward could 
potentially be an all-Hull 
showdown with Olympic 
champion Luke Campbell in 
the New Year. 


BRITISH FIGHTER OF THE 
YEAR 

Again the top level yields 
plenty of nominees, from 
Froch to Amir Khan (above), 
who resurrected his career 
with victory over Devon 
Alexander in Las Vegas, as 
well as world title wins for 
potential Khan rival Kell 
Brook, Bury’s Scott Cuigg 
and Belfast battler Carl 
Frampton. But the real 
excitement was found down 
the undercards where 
Anthony Joshua continues to 
create a stir. The likeable 
Londoner swatted seven 
opponents in 2014 - all in 
three rounds or less - and 
opened the door to much 
bigger tests starting with 
veteran Kevin Johnson at the 
02 Arena. The speed of 
Joshua’s development since 
winning Olympic gold has 
been immense - and his best 
is surely yet to come. 


OVERSEAS FIGHT OF THE 
YEAR 

Star quality on a global seal 
was a little hard to find in 
2014, but for sheer excite¬ 
ment and drama it did not 
come much better than 
Terence Crawford’s world 
lightweight title unification 
fight against unbeaten 
Cuban Yuriorkis Gamboa in 


Hi 
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SUCH was the extent of Lizzy 
Yamold’s dominance of the 
preceding World Cup 
Skeleton season that she 
went into the Sochi Winter 
Olympics as the heavy 
favourite to claim Great 
Britain’s second consecutive 
gold medal. 

Given the nation’s not-exactly- 
alpine climate, not to mention the 
singular lack of any sort of ice 
chute save a state-of-the-art push- 
start facility at the University of 
Bath, it was quite some position 
for the Kent 26-year-old to court. 

Yet to say Yarnold succeeded in 
rising to the occasion is an under¬ 
statement, as she blitzed her big 
rivals over four Olympic runs to 
finish three-hundredths short of 
a full second in front of her major 
rival, American Noelle Pikus- 
Pace. 

Underpinning Yarnold’s 


achievement was a British love of 
ice-scapades stretching back to 
the origins of the famous Cresta 
Run at St Moritz, and more 
recently manifested in Winter 
Games medals for Yarnold’s pre¬ 
decessors Alex Coomber, Shelley 
Rudman and Amy Williams. 

Yet none other had managed to 
succeed with the kind of single- 
minded assuredness that it might 
easily have convinced visitors 
from another planet that Britain 
is indeed an ice-locked nation 
that sends out elite winter sports 
athletes by the shovel-load. 

Yarnold’s ferocious will to win 
stretches back to her teenage 
years where her choice of attend¬ 
ing Maidstone Grammar School 
was made solely for the fact its 
early finishes would allow her to 
devote more time to her athletics 
career. 

She reached county level in hep¬ 
tathlon but the desire for more 
led her to the ‘Girls4Gold’ talent 
programme which sent her to 


skeleton, a sport enjoying 
improved levels of investment fol¬ 
lowing Rudman’s superb silver 
medal in Turin in 2006. 

It took Yarnold four years from 
clambering on a sled for the first 
time to be crowned world junior 
champion in Innsbruck in 2012 - 
and just a few months later she 
earned an unexpected bronze at 
the World Championships. 

After two World Cup podiums 
the following season, Yarnold 
emerged in Olympic year as one 
of two clear stars along with 
Pikus-Pace, with whom she 
shared all eight of the season’s 
World Cup wins. 

Yarnold fashioned a 0.44 second 
advantage over the first two runs 
in Sochi and even the difficult sit¬ 
uation of sitting on that lead 
overnight did not deflect her from 
the task in hand. 

In front of a raucous crowd at 
the Sanki Sliding Center in the 
mountains above Rosa Khutor, 
Yarnold sim- 




WINNER: Great Britain’s Lizzy 
Yarnold with her gold medal high 
above the mountains near Rosa 
Khutor and, inset, on run 3 of the 
Women’s Skeleton Final 
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ply extended her lead to claim her 
richly-deserved Winter Games 
gold. 

Yarnold, an eloquent and enthu¬ 
siastic supporter of involving 
kids in sport, has no real desire to 
bask in the limelight and insists 
she has plenty of elements to 
improve as she starts to target a 
repeat gold in Pyeongchang in 
2018. 

With one of the best-equipped 
programmes behind her, and the - 
drive for success which shows no 
sign of dimming despite the gold 
medal which now hangs around . 
her neck, Yarnold has sent anoth¬ 
er chilling message to her ice 
sports rivals. 

It is for both her consistent dom¬ 
inance in what might still be con¬ 
sidered something of an alien 
sport, and her nerveless 

approach to achieving its biggest v 
prize, that Yarnold richly * 

deserves the plaudits as the 
stand-out performer in British ^ 
women’s sport in 2014. 
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BOXING 

Review of 2014 


June. Having won the WBO 
title from Ricky Burns in 

Confines on facing page 
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WINTER GOLD RUSH 
IS A COLD COMFORT 


LIZZY Yarnold led a Winter 
Olympic medal rush not seen in 
90 years as Great Britain made 
the chutes and rinks - and 
even the snow - their own over 
two weeks of triumphant com¬ 
petition in Sochi in February. 

Domestic sports fans could be for¬ 
given for assuming Olympic skele¬ 
ton medals have become a divine 
right after Yarnold became the 
fourth consecutive British woman 
to win a medal over four runs at the 
Sanki Sliding Center. 

This time there was none of the 
surprise which greeted Amy 
Williams’ surprise win in Whistler 
four years earlier: dominant over 
the World Cup season, Yarnold 
shrugged off the pressure to obliter¬ 
ate her rivals by the best part of a 
second to take gold. 

There was redemption on the 
curling rink for David Murdoch, 
scarred by a near-miss in Turin in 
2006, who steered his team to a rich¬ 
ly deserved silver, and bronze for 
Eve Muirhead’s women’s team, 
four years after a difficult debut in 
Vancouver. 

And there were signs of future 
medal potential in a vibrant young 
snowboard and slopestyle team 
whose athletes provided many sem¬ 
inal moments of the Games not 
least a bronze for Jenny Jones 
which marked Britain’s first 
Olympic medal on snow. 

It is no surprise that the freestyle 
disciplines - which can to a large 
extent be nurtured in the nation’s 
indoor snow-domes - has been sin¬ 
gled out alongside skeleton as one 
of the chief funding projects with a 
view to more success in 
Pyeongchang in 2018. 

And it could have been more: 
short-track speed skater Elise 
Christie was the hard luck story of 
the Games after a series of high- 



profile crashes ruled her out of 
medal contention, while John 
Jackson’s four-man bobsleigh team 
were a plucky near-miss. 

While Britain excelled, hosts 
Russia shrugged off a seemingly 
never-ending avalanche of negative 
publicity to produce a Games 
which - if not the greatest - certain¬ 
ly succeeded in showing the nation 
in a new and less overtly macho 
light. 

Fans and volunteers thronged the 
mountain venues in particular the 
spectacular Laura Cross Country 
and Biathlon venue which wit¬ 
nessed history as 40-year-old 
Norwegian Ole Einar Bjoerndalen 
first equalled then surpassed the 


12-medal record of compatriot 
Bjoern Daehlie to become the 
most decorated Winter Olympian 
in history. There were three gold 
medals apiece for Belarusian biath¬ 
lete Darya Domracheva and 
Bjoerndalen’s compatriot Marit 
Bjoergen in the women’s cross¬ 
country events. 

Russian success was never more 
popular than the double bobsleigh 
gold for so-called ‘Siberian Express’ 
Alexander Zubkov, whose four- 
man triumph was played out in 
front of a stony-faced Russian pre¬ 
mier Vladimir Putin. 

Russia also celebrated the rather 
more tenuous gold for former 
South Korean short-track skater 


Ahn Hyun-soo, whose alle¬ 
giance appeared to have been 
factored into the Games’ colossal 
£31million budget, and a controver¬ 
sial figure skating gold for Adelina 
Sotnikova over the favoured Kim 
Yu Na. 

Mercifully the controversies 
which threatened to blight the 
Games were kept to a minimum - 
some journalists moaned about the 
state of their hotel rooms but the 
venues were rather better appoint¬ 
ed and security, while intensive, 
was certainly not over-bearing. 

Sochi had produced a good, solid 
Winter Games - and one in which 
Great Britain certainly managed to 
find its snow-boots. 


ON BOARD: Jenny Jones in the 
Ladies’ Snowboard Slopestyle 
Semi Finals at the Extreme Park, 
during the 2014 Sochi Olympic 
Games in Krasnaya Polyana, 
Russia 



SILVER LINING: For Great Britain’s skip David Murdoch (centre) in 
the Men’s Curling. 


HARD LUCK STORY: Great Britain’s Elise Christie crashes in her 
1000m Short Track Semi Final at the Iceberg Skating Palace. 
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ROXING 

Review of 2014 


From facing page 

Scotland, Crawford tempted 
classy Gamboa to his home 
state of Nebraska for his 
first defence. In front of a 
roaring home crowd, 
Crawford looked to have 
taken too much of a gamble 
as the Cuban bossed the 
early stages. But a stunning 
knockdown in round five 
paved the way for Crawford 
to seize control and he 
dropped his opponent three 
more times en route to a 
stunning ninth round stop¬ 
page victory. 

OVERSEAS FIGHTER OF THE 
YEAR 
So long as Floyd 
Mayweather, below, contin¬ 
ues to plump for easier 
options than Manny 
Pacquiao, he is not going to 
make the cut on this list. The 
honour must go to big- 
punching Russian light- 
heavyweight Sergei Kovalev, 
who has shown no reluc¬ 
tance when it comes to tak¬ 
ing on the best. Since win¬ 
ning the WBO title from 
Nathan Cleverly in 2013 
Kovalev’s reputation has 
soared, so much so that 



some questioned the wis¬ 
dom of taking on reknowned 
spoiler Bernard Hopkins in 
November. But Kovalev 
emerged with a one-sided 
points win after a bout that 
showed he is about so much 
more than concussive single 
punches. He will hopefully 
get the chance to prove it 
against fellow champion 
Adonis Stevenson soon. 

AMATEUR FIGHTER OF THE 
YEAR 

All Britain’s Commonwealth 
Games gold medallists 
deserve a mention. But the 
honour surely goes to 
Preston’s Lisa Whiteside 
who boiled down to the 51kg 
category and won a silver 
medal at the world champi¬ 
onships in South Korea. 
Whiteside’s determination to 
pursue a place at the Rio 
Olympics has seen her shed 
6kg in two years and she has 
now emerged as a serious 
threat to regular 51kg 
incumbent Nicola Adams, 
who missed the worlds due 
to injury. If Whiteside contin¬ 
ues to make a big impres¬ 
sion, it is not unthinkable 
that she could take on 
Adams in a showdown to 
decide who gets the chance 
to go to Brazil in 2016. 
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^ the GROVE 

natural tnerapu centre 



• McTimoney Chiropractic 
• Colonic Hydrotherapy 
• Acupuncture 

• Nutrition 

• Massage 
And Many More 

For FREE e-brochure please ring 

023 8058 2245 
www.grovetherapy.com 

Email: admin@grovetherapy.com 

22 Grosvenor Road, Highfield, Southampton, SOI7 1RT, 

023 8058 2245 


CARPETEC 

FLOORING 

A local 
carpet fitter 

Covering Southampton 
and surrounding areas 
Quality carpets, vinyl, 
laminate flooring supply 
and fit or fit only. 
Home selection 
service available. 

For free Estimates: 

023 8078 3783 


Visit E & J JARVIS 

for Low Mileage Used Vehicles 

MOT, Servicing • Tyres 
Batteries • Brakes 
• /^ir Conditioning 
Re-Gas and Repairs 
Engine Management 
Fault Diagnosis 
Bodywork Estimates 
and Repair at 





[JARVIS 


56-78 ONSLOW ROAD 
SOUTHAMPTON S0^4 OJN 


SALES - Tel. 023 8063 2721 
SERVICE - Tel. 023 8022 9297 


www.ejjarvis.co.uk 


Waters & Sons 

Independent Funeral Directors Ltd 

Quality 

Affordable Funerals 


Low cost funeral 
all inclusive 

£1995 

106 Spring Road, Sholing, 
Southampton, S019 2QB 

Tel: 023 8043 4244 


247 Aldermoor Road, Southampton, 


Tel: 023 8078 3900 

www.funeraldirectorssouthampton.co.uk 






Kimbridge 


Restaurant 

/\hwes TeaiVPkis 

Somewhere different, 
but traditional 

r-^ Explore the 

traditional 


i 


country 
pleasure of 
good food in 
^ ; ) an idyllic 
setting at 
Kimbridge ... 


We would love you to hold your 
wedding reception with us. 
E-mail for details 

THE SPECIAL OFFERS BELOW WILL 
NEED TO BE BOOKED IN ADVANCE 

Monday to Thursday 

2 for 1 on all meals off the specials board 

12noon till 2pm 

Plus 2 for 1 on all full English breakfasts 

10am till 11am 

and afternoon cream teas 

3pm till 4pm 

T&C’s apply. Offer ends 31st January 2015 

o"' 


SuntoThurs 10-5 
FritoSat9-5 
01794 340556/777 
Kimbridge Lane, Timsbury, 
Romsey Hants. S051 OLE 
www.kimbridgerestaurant.co.uk 

KIMBRIDGERESTAURANT@GMAIL.COM 


Find us on Facebook 
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ENTERPRISE 

ROOFING' 

LTD 

We are approved contractors to University 
of Southampton and PFP. 



Enterprise Roofing Ltd. are a family run business 
with over 30 years’ experience in all aspects of 
roofing. Taking pride in our work is first and foremost 
in each and every project. 

We realise having your roof replaced can be intrusive 
so we try and make our stay as smooth as 
possible, keeping both residential and commercial 
customers up to date with progress. 

Keeping the site safe and clean is a priority. 

We endeavour to keep to the work schedule 
set out and aim to achieve our targets, even 
with the British weather! 

Our operatives are all health and safety trained and 
we are CHAS Accredited (Construction Health and 
Safety) and supported with 10 to 25 year insurance 
backed guarantees plus £10 million 
Public and Employers insurance. 



FIBRE GLASS FLAT ROOFING 
SYSTEMS SUPPLIED AND FITTED 
WITH A 30 YEAR GUARANTEE, 
BUT THEY MAY LAST YOU A LIFETIME! 

WE SPECIALISE IN RE-ROOFING 
DOMESTIC PROPERTIES 
CHIMNEY RE-RUILDS AND 
CAVITY LEAD TRAYS INSTALLED 

Redbridge Business Park, Old Redbridge Road, 
Southampton, S015 0NN 

Tel: 023 8051 1123 | 023 8066 8808 
Mob: 07872147884 

email: mariin@enterprise-roofing.co.uk 
www.enterprise-roofing.co.uk 


Fitness or swim 
members 

Offer only available on m 

1 st . 2 nd . 3 rd and 4 th January 20151 


When paying in advance for one year. Terms and conditions apply. 


Nothing more to pay until 1st February 2015. 

Come in, call or email us on 1 st , 2 n d, 3 r d and 4*h January. 
FLEMING PARK LEISURE CENTRE 

Passfield Avenue, Eastleigh, Hampshire, SO50 9NL 

02380 684819 

www.flemingparkleisurecentre.co.uk 



Operated by Places for People Management on behalf of Eastleigh Borough Council PFP92760 
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CHOCOLATE CAFE 

WKE&BKa&L 


SOUTHAMPTON 


SOUTHmMI .lPPJ 


DOOR 


Anytime 


Reliable 


^2) door fl 

Ea®- im 


Trustworthy • Anyplace 






£~ 


m ms 


/TIME 




R 


STANDARD 


BOOK ONLINE TODAY AT 

DOOR(§£M§dCOI 


FARE GUIDE CALCULATOR ot NO REGISTRATION REQUIRED 
RELIABLE om TRUSTWORTHY o« ANYWHERE 


JOURNEYS 

o AIRPORT TRANSFERS & CRUISE TERMINALS 
o CORPORATE ACCOUNTS 
o EXECUTIVE TRAVEL 

0 4-12 SEATERS & WHEELCHAIR VEHICLES 


Daily Echo 
New Forest 

-- POST 

NewsftS xtra 

Newspaper House, Test Lane, 
Redbridge, Southampton. 

Tel: 023 8042 4785 

Canterbury House, 

41 Gosport Street, Lymington 
Tel: 01590 613804 


Sizes are 

approximate. Other 
sizes available see 
website for details. 
Archive photographs 
can be ordered, 
although these are 
subject to availability 
of negatives. 

*Only pictures 
taken by Newsquest 
photographers are 
available for sale. 
Prices include p&p. 


LOCATED ON THE GROUND FLOOR 


OF THE MARLANDS CENTRE 
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An Expert Service 

Our team of highly skilled mechanics have 
a wealth of knowledge and trade experience, 
which they use daily to provide you with one 
of the best car repair services in Winchester. 


DATE OF PUBLICATION: 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF PICTURE CONTENTS: 

NEWSPAPER TITLE REF NUMBER: 

A search fee of £5 will be charged for photographs taken more than 10 years ago. 


PAGE NUMBER: 


COLOUR PRINTS (Number required) 
\ 7"x5"@ £11.20 
| 8"x6" @ £12.20 
1 12"x8"@ £14.15 
Keyrings 3 for £9.45 
1 Mug £12.95 


PAYMENT & ADDRESS DETAILS 

I ENCLOSE £ NAME: 

ADDRESS: 


| Please tick box if you do not wish to receive promotional information. 

Please make cheques payable to Newsquest Southern 
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phoc qraphicorders 

It coukJrmbe easier 

ONLINE: dailyecho.co.uk/photosales 

BY POST: Fill in the coupon below and send it to one of the addresses listed here. 
TELEPHONE: 02380424785 (Mon-Fri 9am-5pm) 


Tony Hall Motors, 4 Andover Road North, Winchester, S022 6NN 

Phone; 01962 889 166 & 01962 877 768 

Email: tonyhallmotorsa4@hotmail.co.uk 

• Website: tonyhallmotors-winchester.co.uk 

We re open Mon-Fri 8am to 6pm and Saturday 8am to 1pm. 


CASH PRIZE 
EVERY WEEK 

Runner-up will win at least £1,000 

Daily Eeho 


Servicing Diagnostics IVIDT’s 
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Hampshire Cricket League presentation dinner picture special 



Beaulieu celebrated the opening of their new pavilion and clubhouse last summer by 
winning South West Regional 4 with an unblemished 12-match winning record, chalk¬ 
ing up 277 points in the process. SW4 batting award winner Simon George made 506 
runs, with Cliff Bannell (33&0 and skipper Phil Morris (325) providing fine support. 
Award winning Aaron Anderson, with 29 wickets, James Clarke (24) and Angus White 
(16) took the lion’s share of the opposition scalps. 



It wasn’t too many years ago that the future of cricket was in doubt at the historic 
Bolton’s Bench in the heart of the New Forest. The pavilion has been completely refur¬ 
bished and Lyndhurst & Ashurst are on the up, winning the Regional 4 North champi¬ 
onship. They looked like going the 2014 season unbeaten but, with the title already in 
the bag, they lost their final match to Easton & Martyr Worthy. Ian Cox (343) and Matt 
Collett (317) both scored over 300 runs and Alex Hodder snapped up 25 wickets. 



Wet weather and only eight sides being in North East Regional Division 4 meant Oakley 
II only took the field seven times - but they won them all to be crowned champions. 
Michael Wood’s 256 runs made him the leading batsman, enjoying several fruitful stands 
with the evergreen Steve Savage (181), while Lance Van Dyk’s 14-wicket haul made him 
the lead bowler. 



Otterbourne took the Regional Division 3 North East title in impressive style, with ten 
wins from 11 games. Steve Paul (469 runs ) and Alex Cornford (200) both hit centuries, 
while Daniel O’Brien made 307 runs. Jerry Maskell and Nick Salter, with 22 and 21 wick¬ 
ets respectively, were the lead bowlers. 



If at first you don’t succeed ... Servicemaster were narrowly pipped to the 2013 South 
East Regional 4 title by Sporting Wessex, but they bounced back last summer to land 
the silverware with eight wins from ten games. Tony Sizer played an influential role, 
with 254 runs and 14 wickets, while Paul Williams weighed in with 219 runs and Dean 
Wilson grabbed 31 wickets. 



Solent Rangers scored a perfect ten-out-of-ten to win Regional 4 South East with a 100 
per cent record. The HCL newcomers won all ten games, with Tojin Varghese’s impres¬ 
sive 528-run haul including centuries against Burridge (129), Froxfield (100) and Locks 
Fleath (100). Deepu Nair (242) and Praveen Alex (223) provided valuable support, while 
John Joseph’s 208 runs were complemented by 24 wickets, including a 6-3 return 
against Sarisbury Athletic. 


HORSE RACING NEWS AND RACECARDS - SEE PAGES 42-43 
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Hampshire Cricket League presentation dinner picture special 



Parley I lifted the Hampshire League County Division 4 South title in convincing style by winning all 
14 games. Skipper Sam Collins, pictured with the trophy, led from the front, scoring 484 runs, includ¬ 
ing an unbeaten 126 against United Services II, while hair stylist Robbie Gunn trimmed 417 and ele¬ 
gant one-time Hampshire Schools’ Under-19 batsman Keith Clarke 271. Max Collins took 29 wick¬ 
ets, two short of Tom Blackley, whose 31-victim haul included an explosive 8-12 return against 
Bidbury. Parley seconds won South West Regional 3 winning all bar one of their 13 games, but their 
title success was a close run thing, with a fraction of a point separating them from second placed 
Winton. Rob Viney’s 313 runs in three knocks included an early season double-century against 
Brockenhurst. Alex Cridland made three scores of fifty or more in his 263-run aggregate, while 
James Herringshaw made 246. The bowling spoils were shared amongst Dave Elrick (15 wickets), 
teenager Jake Markham (13) and James Miller (12). 


DOUBLE DEUGHT 
FOR PARLEY... 


Go-ahead Parley had double 
reason to celebrate at the 
final Hampshire Cricket 
League presentation dinner - 
the ambitious Bournemouth 
club carrying off the County 
Division 4 South crown and 
the Regional Division 3 South 
West title, writes MIKEVIM- 
PANY. 

Parley split their first team 
resources between Dorset and 
Hampshire League cricket - fin¬ 
ishing runners-up to Poole Town 
in the Dorset Funeral Plan 
League but winning all 14 match¬ 
es in County 4 South. 

Their ultimate plan is to play 
Southern Electric Premier 
League cricket - that’s only three 
seasons away if they continue to 
celebrate promotions - but much 
will depend on Parley continuing 
to play at Dean Park, where they 
will play their home fixtures in 
2015. 

Parley’s success owes much to 
the considerable effort put into 
colts development. 

Gloucestershire’s David Payne 
and Hampshire left-arm pace 
bowling prospect Tom Barber 
came off the Parley youth convey- 



DOUBLE TOPS! Beaulieu pair Simon George (left), with 306 
runs, and 29-wicket Aaron Anderson (right) topped the 
Regional 4 South West batting and bowling charts, respective¬ 
ly. 


or belt, while twice in the past ten finals, once winning it and in 2014 
years the club has featured in finishing runners-up to 
ECB Under-15 Championship Guildford. 



mvvnnvv] 


Amport II secured their first 
league title in living memory by 
emerging victorious on top of 
Regional 3 North West. 

But it was all too close for comfort for 
the Red Caps, the title being secured 
by a slender 0.05 of a point from arch 
local rivals Penton, whom they beat by 
seven wickets in winner-take-all 
penultimate match of the season, Ben 
Parkyn’s unbeaten century being the 
key. 

Amport thought they might have 
blown it at the end when they fell 
short of the 24-point maximum they 
required against relegated Redlynch & 

St Cross 
Symondians 
seamer Ben 
Powell was 
named top 
Regional 
Division 4 
North West 
bowler after 
taking 29 
wickets for 
the 

Winchester 
club. 


Hale, but Penton didn’t get as many 
points as they needed from 
Winterbourne II and lost out by a soli¬ 
tary point. 

Skipper Darren Goacher’s 36-wicket 
haul, which included two 5-fers, won 
the Divisional bowling award, while 
teenagers Ben Black and Sam Birks, 
Tom Startup and James Fearn 
ensured maximum bowling points 
were returned most weeks. 

Martin Randall’s 325 runs won the 
club’s batting prize, while Martyn 
Startup (279) and Robert Randall (269) 
offered support, the latter finding him¬ 
self playing County 2 cricket in mid¬ 
summer. 

Amport II 
skipper 
Darren 
Goacher, 

Regional 
Division 3 
North West 
title win¬ 
ning cap¬ 
tain and 
leading 
bowler. 




Lymington’s 
Chris 
Tollerfield 
took the 
Regional 
Division 3 
South West 
batting prize 
after scoring 
571 runs, 147 
of which came 
against Hythe 
& Dibden. 




Fair Oak’s 
Lloyd Vincent 
was Regional 
Division 4 
South East 
batsman of 
the year, 
scoring 596 
runs, includ¬ 
ing a double¬ 
century 
against 
Hayling 
Island. 



Lyndhurst & Ashurst’s Ian Cox 
returned home from the HCL pre¬ 
sentation dinner needing to 
rearrange his own trophy cabinet, 
having collected the Regional 4 
North West championship trophies 
and the divisional batting award 
for his 355-run haul. 


ALL TODAY'S FA CUP RESULTS - SEE BACK PAGE 
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Horse Eacing 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 3, 2015 



GRAB GRUMETI AT PLUMPTOH 


ALAN King believes there were 
reasons for Grumeti’s most 
recent defeat and the former 
smart hurdler should get back 
to winning ways in the Follow 
At attheraces On Itoitter 
Novices’ Chase at Plumpton. 

A very smart juvenile a few years 
ago, where he finished third in the 
Triumph Hurdle to Countrywide 
Flame at Cheltenham before turn¬ 
ing the tables at Aintree, he came 
up just short against the very best 
last season. 

King took the decision to send 
him chasing and it looked inspired 
when on his first run over larger 
obstacles he won on the bridle at 
Bangor. 

He faced a slightly stiffer test next 
time out at Warwick and at the 
time his fourth place finish as even- 
money favourite looked well below 
par. 

However, the winner, Paul 
Nicholls’ Vibrato Valtat, has since 


emerged as the best two-mile 
novice chaser in Britain, winning 
the Henry VIII and Wayward Lad 
novice chases. 

The second home at Warwick, 
Thomas Crapper, has had the mis¬ 
fortune of bumping into another 
couple of smart recruits in Three 
Kingdoms and Irish Saint so the 
form stacks up. 

King subsequently reported there 
were a few little issues he has since 
sorted out and he very much still 
views Grumeti as an Arkle horse. 

It is no surprise he is taking him 
to Plumpton then, given the course 
offers winning connections a bonus 
if their horse follows up in March, 
as King did with Voy Por Ustedes a 
few years ago. 

Warren Greatrex thinks the 
world of Going For Gold so it will 
have been disappointing that he 
was so readily beaten when upped 
in class for a good bumper won by 
Moon Racer at Cheltenham. 

Given he was only sent off at 5-1 a 
big run was clearly expected but 


for some reason, maybe the very 
soft ground on the inside of the 
track which the rest of the field 
shunned, he never ran his race. 

On his racecourse debut he 
looked well above average, though, 
so a race like the Compare Prices 
At attheraces.com/odds Novices’ 
Hurdle should be well within his 
reach. 

Gary Moore appears to have done 
a very good job getting Reblis back 
into the sort of form which saw him 
win the At The Races Sussex 
national last season. 

Having won it with Well 
Refreshed the year before, Moore is 
going for the hat-trick and Reblis is 
21b lower than when winning 12 
months ago. 

There were signs last time that he 
was warming to the task and while 
essentially well beaten by 
Adrenaline Flight, who is again in 
opposition, a 101b pull in the 
weights makes life a bit easier. 

He was won three times at 
Plumpton in all and a stamina test 


obviously suits him. 

Mick Appleby is not usually a bad 
man to follow at Southwell and his 
Apache Storm has been misfortu- 
nate to run in two hot races recent- 

iy- 

On his last start on turf he was 
third behind Red Pike and then he 
bumped into Portamento last time 
out, a bit better than your average 
all-weather runner. 

With Adam Kirby booked he can 
get back to winning ways. 

SELECTIONS 

NAAS: 12.30 Fort Smith, 1.00 Blood Cotil, 

1.30 Free Expression, 2.00 Sir Harry Cash, 

2.30 Florishwells D'Ete, 3.05 All About Alfie, 
3.35 Petit Chef. 

PLUMPTON: 12.50 Going For Gold, 1.20 
GRUMETI (NAP), 1.50 Horsted Valley, 2.20 
Look For Love, 2.50 Reblis, 3.25 The 
Sneezer, 3.55 Bostin. 

SOUTHWELL: 12.40 Very First Blade, 1.10 
Diamond Vine, 1.40 Showtime Star, 2.10 
Apache Storm, 2.40 Pearl Nation, 3.15 Cahal, 
3.45 Silver Mountain. 

DOUBLE: Grumeti and Apache Storm. 



SECOND FAVOURITE: Wayne 
Hutchinson saddles Grumeti in the 
1.20 at Plumpton. 


PLUMPTON 


Sunday’s runners 


Going: Good to Soft-Soft in places 

19 cn COMPARE PRICES AT 
1 ATTHERACES.COM/ODDS NOVICES' 

HURDLE (CLASS 4). £5,200 added 4YO PLUS 
2m Penalty Value £3,379. 


1 10 GOING FOR GOLD (FR) (78) (D) W Greatrex 5115.G Sheehan 

2 /3000- KEPPEL ISLE (IRE) (312) Mrs L Mongan 6115 .T Cannon 

3 6-3400 LIKE SULLY (IRE) (39) R Rowe 7115 . 

4 LOW KEY (IRE) (F71) D Pipe 8115.T Scudamore 

5 130-P4 ONWITHTHEPARTY (20) C Gordon 6115 .M Goldstein 

6 PPP/P PRIORS DOOR (IRE) (20) Mrs L Jewell 7115.G Tumelty 

7 00-04 SANDY BEACH (20) C Tizzard 5115.B J Powell 

8 2 SANTA'S SECRET (IRE) (52) 0 Sherwood 7115 .L Aspell 

9 2-2125 SIOBHANS BEAUTY (IRE) (34) J Snowden 7115 .D Jacob 

10 5400 UP FOUR IT (IRE) (22) J Poulton 7115 .J McGrath (3) 

11 F URANOX (FR) (14) M Roberts 7115.T J O'Brien 

12 40 DARK AMBER (9) B Powell 51012.J M Davies 

13 DEVILMENT (F92)JP Ferguson 4 10 7 .N Fehily 

14 2-2 PAIN AU CHOCOLAT (FR) (31) (BF) A King 4 10 7 .. W Hutchinson 


BETTING: 7-2 Onwiththeparty, 4-1 Sandy Beach, 9-2 Pain Au Chocolat, 6-1 Santa's 
Secret, 12-1 Going For Gold, 20-1 Like Sully, Siobhans Beauty, 25-1 Priors Door, 
Low Key, 50-1 others. 

-I Of) FOLLOW ATTHERACES ON TWITTER 
1 NOVICES' CHASE (CLASS 3). £12,000 added 

5YO PLUS 2m If Penalty Value £7,798. 

1 -22211 CHRIS PEA GREEN (20) (CD) G L Moore 61110... .Joshua Moore 


2 305-14 GRUMETI (60) (D)(BF) A King 7115 .W Hutchinson 

3 U-3P33 MY SILVER CLOUD (IRE) (38) P Butler 8110 .M Goldstein 


4 612/1- SAIL BY THE SEA (IRE) (278) (D) D Pipe 7110.TScudamore 

BETTING: 5-4 Chris Pea Green, 7-4 Grumeti, 4-1 Sail By The Sea, 11-1 My Silver 
Cloud. 

-| Gf| AT THE RACES SKY 415 &EBF STALLIONS 
1 ,OU 'NATIONAL HUNT' NOVICES' HURDLE 

(QUALIFIER) (CLASS 3). £8,800 added 4 to 
7YO 2m 5f Penalty Value £5,718. 

1 P41 CARACCI APACHE (IRE) (29) N Henderson 5 11 12N De Boinville (3) 


2 032 AMIDON (FR) (14) Mrs L Wadham 5112.D Costello 

3 1S-152 BAKU BAY (IRE) (35) A Strange 7112.Jack Doyle 

4 2-200 GRAPHICAL (IRE) (39) Mrs A Batchelor 6112.Joshua Moore 

5 1 -0 HORSTED VALLEY (45) (BF) W Greatrex 5112.G Sheehan 

6 2-421 KILGEEL HILL (IRE) (25) (D) 0 Sherwood 5112.L Aspell 

7 UF1-12 RUDE AND CRUDE (IRE) (34) (C) Mrs L Hill 6 11 2 ... .N Scholfield 

8 003P- SPENDING TIME (337) C Tizzard 6112 .B J Powell 


BETTING: 5-4 Kilgeel Hill, 5-2 Caracci Apache, 11-2 Amidon, 7-1 Rude And Crude, 
10-1 Horsted Valley, 12-1 Baku Bay, 66-1 Graphical, Spending Time. 


non ATR PRIZE RUSH ON FACEBOOK HANDICAP 
^ ,4lU HURDLE (CLASS 5). £3,500 added 4YO PLUS 
2m 5f Penalty Value £2,274. 

1 430-04 THE GAME IS A FOOT (IRE) (40) (C) G L Moore 81112 .Mr J 

Akehurst (7) 

2 U00026 FRIENDLY SOCIETY (IRE) (5) Noel Williams 101112 James Banks 

(3) 

3 -530F5 LOOK FOR LOVE (42) Mrs S Gardner 71112.Lucy Gardner (5) 

4 05P-50 UNDERWOOD (FR) (26) M Roberts 7113.T J O'Brien 

5 31/6-4 GOLDEN GAMES (IRE) (208) (C) D C O'Brien 9112 ... .B Poste (5) 

6 UP-POP ELEGANT OLIVE (43) (D) Henry Tett 12110 .Mr F Tett (7) 

7 0-4020 FLASHY STAR (30) P Henderson 6 10 7 .R Johnson 


8 2/F-P5 RIVERMOUTH (66) Mrs L Mongan 1010 4 .T Cannon 

9 20P-4P LITTLE ROXY (IRE) (62) (C) Miss A N-Smith 1010 0.A Wedge 


10 306P20 THEFRIENDLYGREMLIN (66) J Upson 7 10 0 Mr M J P Kendrick (7) 

BETTING: 9-2 Friendly Society, 11-2 Underwood, Flashy Star, 7-1 Little Roxy, 
Thefriendlygremlin, 8-1 Look For Love, The Game Is A Foot, Golden Games, 10-1 
others. 

O Cf) AT THE RACES SUSSEX NATIONAL 
^ ,UU (HANDICAP CHASE) (CLASS 3). £25,000 

added 5YO PLUS 3m 5f Penalty Value £15,640. 


1 3315PP BALLYBOUGH GORTA (IRE) (29) P Bowen 8 11 12.J Moore 

2 1P-P05 FLYING AWARD (IRE) (30) (C) Mrs S Gardner 11117 Lucy Gardner 

(5) 

3 F56651 ADRENALIN FLIGHT (IRE) (30) J W Mullins 9116.R Johnson 

4 141 P-1 TARRACO (FR) (56) (C) Miss V Williams 8115.L Treadwell 

5 316-12 DONT DO MONDAYS (IRE) (25) (C) D Bridgwater 8 11 4T Scudamore 

6 201 -1P GORGEHOUS LLIEGE (FR) (30) (C)(BF) Miss V Williams 9 11 3 ... .A 

Coleman 

7 4-23P1 LEG IRON (IRE) (20) (C)(D) Miss S West 10111 .M Goldstein 

8 05-004 REBLIS (FR) (30) (CD) G L Moore 10111.Joshua Moore 

9 3442-4 COOLKING (30) Mrs L Hill 81011 .N Scholfield 

10 13-22F ITOLDYOU (IRE) (20) (C)(BF) Mrs L Jewell 91011.T Cannon 

11 0-002P BLACKWELL SYNERGY (FR) (32) J Upson 9 10 9Mr M J P Kendrick 

(7) 

12 51-4P3 VIKING BLOND (FR) (24) P Bowen 1010 8.Sean Bowen (5) 

13 400/11 AMROTH BAY (43) D Skelton 11104.R Mahon 

14 433212 BALLYVONEEN (IRE) (20) (C) N King 1010 2.T Whelan 


BETTING: 7-1 Amroth Bay, Tarraco, Dont Do Mondays, Ballyvoneen, 8-1 Itoldyou, 
Leg Iron, Adrenalin Flight, 10-1 Viking Blond, Gorgehous Lliege, 12-1 others. 


2 25 AT THE RACES VIRGIN 534 HANDICAP 


CHASE (CLASS 4). £6,000 added 5YO PLUS 
2m 4f Penalty Value £3,899. 


1 PI 2031 TOPTHORN (9) (D) M Bosley 9 12 0.A Freeman (5) 

2 P5-152 THE SNEEZER (IRE) (9) (D) D Steele 12 11 12 .G Sheehan 

3 3-05P3 BARENGER (IRE) (9) A Strange 81110 .Jack Doyle 

4 0-1504 POPAFLORA (9) (D)(BF) D Skelton 9117 .R Mahon 

5 141 P/P INTHEJUNGLE (IRE) (20) (CD) D C O'Brien 12 11 2.T Cannon 

6 /P62-P TIQUER (FR) (101) A Jones 7111.R Flint 

7 /0P45- BRAVO RIQUET (FR) (348) D Bridgwater 910 9.T Scudamore 


8 0P0362 WHERE'D YA HIDE IT (IRE) (14) P Henderson 9 10 0 ... .P Brennan 

BETTING: 10-3 Where'd Ya Hide It, 4-1 Popaflora, 9-2 The Sneezer, Topthorn, 11- 
2 Tiquer, 7-1 Barenger, 14-1 Inthejungle, 66-1 Bravo Riquet. 

O CC ATTHERACES.COM HANDICAP HURDLE 
° (CLASS 4). £5,000 added 4YO PLUS 2m 

Penalty Value £3,249. 

1 2U0-P MINORITY INTEREST (40) D C O'Brien 61112 ... Mr D Burton (7) 

2 142P-4 PROUD TIMES (USA) (F22) (C)(D) A Strange 91112 .. Jack Doyle 

3 223-14 QASSER (IRE) (31) (CD) H Whittington 61112 .P N O'Brien (7) 

4 50F TWELVE STRINGS (IRE) (18) Miss V Williams 6 11 12 .. .A Coleman 

5 5530-P RIGHT STEP (43) (D) P Phelan 8 11 12 .J Moore 

6 2P-614 HOLD THE BUCKS (USA) (9) (CD) D Steele 91110 Freddie Mitchell 

(7) 

7 02-F15 BOSTIN (IRE) (208) D C O'Brien 71110.B Poste (5) 

8 0422P0 NOBLE FRIEND (IRE) (31) C Gordon 7117 .T Cannon 

9 0-0004 SEVEN SUMMITS (IRE) (48) (D) Mrs S Leech 8116.P Moloney 

10 0400 EDGAR (GER) (31) D Bridgwater 5113 .J Hodson (7) 

11 405-00 TORERO (26) Mrs D Grissell 6110 .M Goldstein 

12 604-3P SPARTILLA (48) D C O'Brien 61012.Mr J Pearce (7) 

BETTING: 5-1 Qasser, Hold The Bucks, 7-1 Edgar, Spartilla, 8-1 Seven Summits, 
Twelve Strings, Torero, 10-1 Noble Friend, Bostin, 11-1 others. 


SOUTHWELL 


Sunday’s runners 


Going: Standard 


19 4fl DAILY PRICE BOOSTS AT UNIBET AWT 
1 C 'HANDS AND HEELS' APPRENTICE SERIES 
HANDICAP (CLASS 6). £4,000 added 4YO 
PLUS 5f Penalty Value £2,588. 

1 00100- PRIGSNOV DANCER (IRE) (8) (D) Mrs D Sanderson 10 9 7 K Lundie 

(5)5 

2 5605-2 DIAMONDSINTHESKY (IRE) (3) D Shaw 4 9 7 .H Crouch 4 

3 30006- HARWOODS STAR (IRE) (81) S C Williams 5 9 6 ... .Aaron Jones 2 

4 50023- DIVERTIMENTI (IRE) (17) (CD) S Bowring 119 5.R Hornby 1 

5 20310- VERY FIRST BLADE (8) (CD) M Mullineaux 6 9 4. .Alfie Davies (7) 7 

6 4343- SAVED MY BACON (IRE) (22) C Dwyer 4 9 2 .T Hemsley (5) 10 

7 5043-5 TOLLY MCGUINESS (3) Miss J Feilden 4 9 2 .R M Moore (7) 8 

8 /5400- TWILIGHT ANGEL (17) Pat Eddery 7 91.P Pilley (5) 6 

9 04036- IMAGINARY DIVA (22) (CD) G Margarson 9 9 1 .. Milly Naseb (5) 9 

10 05505- STEEL CITY BOY (IRE) (22) (CD) Miss A Stokell 12 8 13 C Bennett 3 

BETTING: 7-2 Divertimenti, 5-1 Saved My Bacon, 11-2 Very First Blade, 6-1 Steel 
City Boy, Imaginary Diva, Tolly Mcguiness, 14-1 Harwoods Star, 16-1 Twilight 
Angel, Prigsnov Dancer, 20-1 Diamondsinthesky. 

A A f) DAILY PRICE BOOSTS AT UNIBET APP 

1 ■ 1 U HANDICAP (CLASS 6). £4,000 added 4YO 

PLUS 6f Penalty Value £2,588. 

1 20216- LUCKY MARK (IRE) (17) (CD)(BF) J Balding 6 9 7 ... .S Gray (3) 10 


2 44000- ITALIAN TOM (IRE) (18) (C)(D7) R Harris 8 9 7 .R Winston 1 

3 00000- AMENABLE (IRE) (26) (CD) C Dore 8 9 5 .Hayley Turner 3 

4 06030- MY METEOR (8) (D) A Newcombe 8 9 5 .M Lane 2 

5 46600- HOWZ THE FAMILY (IRE) (19) (D) J Spearing 4 9 4.. EJ Walsh (5) 4 

6 50051- SATELLITE EXPRESS (IRE) (19) (CD) P Evans 493 .. J F Egan 12 

7 32050- DANCING MAITE (26) (C)(D) S Bowring 10 9 2 .A McLean (7) 5 

8 34403- MCCARTHY MOR (IRE) (61) R Fahey 4 91.G Chaloner 6 

9 03150- SYNONYM (ITY) (22) (BF) M Appleby 4 813 .L Morris 7 

10 00005- PRINCE OF PASSION (CAN) (16) (CD) D Shaw 7 8 9 . J Fanning 11 

11 24003- DIAMOND VINE (IRE) (8) (D) R Harris 787.D Probert 9 

12 45500- MINTY JONES (8) (D) M Mullineaux 6 8 7 .J Haynes (3) 8 

13 30000- KINGSWAY LAD (IRE) (17) D Shaw 4 8 7 .P Mathers 13 


BETTING: 3-1 Satellite Express, 11-2 Synonym, Lucky Mark, 8-1 Prince Of Passion, 
Amenable, 10-1 Diamond Vine, 11-1 McCarthy Mor, 14-1 Dancing Maite, My 
Meteor, Kingsway Lad, 20-1 others. 


BETTING: 9-4 Showtime Star, 11 -4 Thorpe Bay, 6-1 Alpha Tauri, 7-1 Mambo Spirit, 
8-1 Naabegha, 10-1 Oriental Relation, Secret Witness, 25-1 George Fenton. 

O DAILY ENHANCED 'MAGIC MULTIPLES' AT 

C ■ 1 U UNIBET HANDICAP (CLASS 4). £8,000 added 
3YO only 6f Penalty Value £5,175. 


1 16421- RITA'S BOY (IRE) (8) (C) K Burke 9 7.D Tudhope 2 

2 44132- APACHE STORM (29) (D) M Appleby 9 6.L Morris 4 

3 33230- DOPPLER EFFECT (99) Mrs A Duffield 8 8 .P McDonald 3 

4 05613- JUST MARION (IRE) (16) (D) P Evans 8 6 .JFEganl 

5 63200- TAMARIN (22) P Evans 8 3 .D Probert 5 


BETTING: 4-7 Rita's Boy, 9-2 Apache Storm, Just Marion, 16-1 Tamarin, Doppler 
Effect. 


-I AC] UNIBET OFFER DAILY JOCKEY/TRAINER 

1 1 SPECIALS HANDICAP (CLASS 5). £5,000 
added 4YO PLUS 6f Penalty Value £3,234. 

1 24102- ALPHA TAURI (USA) (19) (CD) C Smith 9 9 7 .J Haynes (3) 7 

2 35000- ORIENTAL RELATION (IRE) (22) (C)(D) J Given 4 9 7 .P McDonald 5 

3 00000- SECRET WITNESS (22) (D) R Harris 9 9 7 .BA Curtis 1 

4 50606- NAABEGHA (29) (D) J Balding 8 9 5 .R Winston 8 

5 20112- SHOWTIME STAR (16) (CD) Miss G Kelleway 5 9 5 .JFEgan2 

6 02423- THORPE BAY (19) (CD) M Appleby 6 9 5 .A Rawlinson (5) 6 

7 26434- GEORGE FENTON (264) (D) Miss A Stokell 693 . Ann Stokell (5) 3 

8 03220- MAMBO SPIRIT (IRE) (58) (D7) A Newcombe 118 8 Hayley Turner 4 


2.40 


LADBROKES HANDICAP (CLASS 3). £12,000 
added 4YO PLUS 1m Penalty Value £7,561. 


1 11601- PEARL NATION (USA) (22) (CD) M Appleby 6 9 7 .L Morris 2 

2 40351- PATRIOTIC (IRE) (17) (CD) C Dwyer 7 8 10.BA Curtis 1 

3 66101 - STARFIELD (8) (CD) M Appleby 6 810.A Rawlinson (5) 4 

4 10011- BOGNOR (USA) (16) (CD) M Appleby 4 8 7 .L Jones 5 

5 00000- TRADER JACK (4) (D) D Flood 687.3 

6 03006- TATTING (121) (CD) CDwyer687 .Hayley Turner 6 


BETTING: 2-1 Bognor, 3-1 Starfield, Pearl Nation, 4-1 Patriotic, 16-1 Tatting, 25-1 
Trader Jack. 


q -I C DAILY ENHANCED 'MAGIC MULTIPLES' AT 
° 1 1 ° UNIBET SELLING STAKES (CLASS 6). £4,000 
added 4YO PLUS 6f Penalty Value £2,588. 


1 06061- ABI SCARLET (IRE) (16) (CD7) S Dixon 6 91.L Morris 5 

2 60544- BEST TRIP (IRE) (30) (D)(BF) B Ellison 8 9 0 .B McHugh 1 

3 05260- CAHAL (IRE) (87) D Nicholls 4 9 0 .Anna Hesketh (7) 4 

4 04400- EL DUQUE (55) (D) W G M Turner 4 9 0 .R While (5) 6 

5 54000- GREENHEAD HIGH (26) (CD) D Nicholls 7 9 0 .P Mulrennan 2 

6 25305- SPITFIRE (26) (CD) J R Jenkins 10 9 0 .J Fanning 3 


BETTING: 6-4 Abi Scarlet, 9-4 Best Trip, 9-2 Spitfire, 5-1 Greenhead High, 20-1 El 
Duque, 50-1 Cahal. 


3.45 


1 00421 

2 /0003 

3 26324 

4 1 

5 242/0 

6 30642 

7 13510 

8 00400 


coral.co.uk best odds guaranteed 

HANDICAP (CLASS 5). £5,000 added 4YO 
PLUS 1m 4f Penalty Value £3,234. 

PERCYS PRINCESS (13) (D) M Appleby 4 9 13 .. A Rawlinson (5) 3 


BUSHEL (USA) (26) (D) J Given 5 910.P McDonald 5 

LAYLINE (IRE) (17) (D) Miss G Kelleway 8 9 9 .J F Egan 6 

SILVER MOUNTAIN (24) (D) J R Jenkins 4 9 6 .G Baker 1 

FOUR NATIONS (USA) (18) G Baker 7 9 5 .C Meehan (7) 2 

SOFIAS NUMBER ONE (USA) (19) (C) S Bowring 7 9 5A McLean (7) 4 

CRAKEHALL LAD (IRE) (69) (BF) K Dalgleish 4 9 3 .J Fanning 7 

EURATO (FR) (39) (D) J Spearing 5 9 2 .E J Walsh (5) 8 


BETTING: 11-4 Percys Princess, 3-1 Silver Mountain, 7-1 Crakehall Lad, Layline, 
15-2 Sofias Number One, 8-1 Bushel, 11-1 Four Nations, Eurato. 
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Horse Bacing 





Sunday’s runners 


Going: Soft-Soft to Heavy in places 


12.30 


ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP AT NAAS MAIDEN 
HURDLE. £8,333 added 5YO PLUS 2m 3f 
Penalty Value EUR6900. 


1 00-0 BALLYCAHANE (IRE) (21) ALT Moore 61112.D J Casey 

2 000-00 FISCAL NOMAD (IRE) (14) W Harney 81112 .F J Hayes (7) 

3 652523 FORT SMITH (IRE) (6) G Elliott 61112 .B J Cooper 

4 0P0 GUNNERWON (IRE) (15) S G Walsh 71112.CD Maxwell (3) 

5 0/F02- LISCLOGHER LAD (IRE) (255) S G Walsh 81112.S J Gray (3) 

6 /P0-00 SSUFERIN SSOCOTAGE (IRE) (21) Stephen Ryan 71112R P McNamara 

7 POO SWIFT PROVENCE (IRE) (15) J P Dempsey 611 12.1P Dempsey (5) 

8 00- OLD PHOBIE (IRE) (445) B Duke 811 5 .A E Lynch 


BETTING: 1-5 Fort Smith, 5-1 Lisclogher Lad, 14-1 Fiscal Nomad, 20-1 Ballycahane, 
25-1 Old Phobie, 33-1 Ssuferin Ssocotage, 50-1 Swift Provence, Gunnerwon. 


1.00 


1 21-01U 

2 1F0-22 

3 3533RF 

4 1215-2 


IRISH STALLION FARMS E.B.F. NOVICE 
CHASE. £16,667 added 5YO PLUS 2m Penalty 
Value EUR13000. 

SIZING GRANITE (IRE) (49) (CD) H de Bromhead 7118 .J J Burke (3) 


BLOOD COTIL (FR) (29) (D) W P Mullins 6112.R Walsh 

DRAYCOTT PLACE (IRE) (14) J Ryan 6112.P Carberry 

FINE RIGHTLY (IRE) (21) (D) S Crawford 7112 .D N Russell 


5 33-1P0 RORY O'MOORE (IRE) (4) (CD) Ronald O'Neill 10 11 2.A J McNamara 
BETTING: 4-5 Blood Cotil, 3-1 Fine Rightly, 9-2 Sizing Granite, 7-1 Draycott Place, 25- 
1 Rory O'Moore. 

-| Ofj LAWLOR'S HOTEL NOVICE HURDLE (GRADE 
1 ,OU 1). £66,667 added 5YO PLUS 2m 4f Penalty 
Value EUR48000. 

1 -21213 COULEUR FRANCE (IRE) (21) (D) N Meade 71110 .P Carberry 

2 11-11 FREE EXPRESSION (IRE) (42) (C)(D) G Elliott 611 10.A P McCoy 


3 P04-23 GOLDEN BOOT (IRE) (9) O McKiernan 61110 .R C Colgan 

4 31-121 KILLER CROW (IRE) (57) (CD) W P Mullins 61110 .R Walsh 

5 31-421 ON IMPULSE (IRE) (28) (D) T M Walsh 61110 .D N Russell 

6 11-1 TELL US MORE (IRE) (43) W P Mullins 61110 .B J Cooper 

7 31141P MCKINLEY (8) W P Mullins 5117 .P Townend 


BETTING: 13-8 Free Expression, 7-4 Tell Us More, 7-1 Mckinley, 8-1 Killer Crow, 10- 
1 Couleur France, 14-1 On Impulse, 33-1 Golden Boot. 

O f|fj PANORAMIC RESTAURANT AT NAAS 
C,UU HANDICAP CHASE. £12,500 added 5YO PLUS 
2m Penalty Value EUR10400. 

1 302-11 LEAP DEARG (IRE) (31) (CD) Robert Tyner 711 10.PTEnright 

2 43-131 PRINCE RUDI (IRE) (155) S T Nolan 13118 .R Loughran 

3 30-1 OP SITCOM (IRE) (9) (D) C Roche 7116 .Jody McGarvey (3) 

4 4-5005 LUKE'S BENEFIT (IRE) (4) (CD) Denis Hogan 13113 . B F Cawley (5) 


5 223-23 RAFI DE TRIANA (FR) (31) (D)(BF) Miss E Doyle 1011 3 B T O'Connell 


6 -322F4 SMOKEY JOE JOE (IRE) (9) (D) S J Mahon 9113.G N Fox (5) 

7 001014 SIR HARRYCASH (8) (C)(D) E McNamara 9 11 1 .R Walsh 

8 P0-2P0 MILAN BREEZE (IRE) (3) Miss A Mooney 81013 .A E Lynch 

9 100120 KILMURRY KID (IRE) (61) John Hayes 1210 2 .JJ Burke (3) 


BETTING: 9-4 Leap Dearg, 4-1 Sir Harry Cash, 9-2 Rafi De Triana, 5-1 Prince Rudi, 8- 
1 Smokey Joe Joe, 12-1 Sitcom, Kilmurry Kid, 14-1 Luke's Benefit, 20-1 Milan Breeze. 

O Ofj IRISH STALLION FARMS E.B.F. MARES 
C ,OU BEGINNERS CHASE. £12,500 added 5YO PLUS 
2m 3f Penalty Value EUR10400. 


1 0-3453 RAILWAY ZIRA (IRE) (6) David Kelly 7117 .S W Flanagan 

2 10-550 ROCK'S FIELD (IRE) (6) Ms S Hughes 6117 .R Loughran 

3 4-3255 SPRINGBELLE (IRE) (15) David Kelly 7117 .K Sexton (3) 

4 3-003 VOLE AU VENT (FR) (28) J Cullen 6117.J L Cullen 

5 11411/ WHATWILLWECALLHER (IRE) (1148) Robert Tyner 10 11 7A P McCoy 

6 00-045 FLORISHWELLS D'ETE (FR) (29) W P Mullins 51011 .R Walsh 


BETTING: 2-1 Florishwells D'ete, 9-4 Whatwillwecallher, 9-2 Railway Zira, 5-1 
Springbelle, 10-1 Vole Au Vent, 14-1 Rock's Field. 

O nc MARTINSTOWN OPPORTUNITY HANDICAP 
° ,uu HURDLE (80-116). £10,417 added 4YO PLUS 2m 
Penalty Value EUR8600. 

1 261P20 MIND THE PENNIES (IRE) (7) (D) William Durkan 71112.A Ring 


2 423P-0 TROLL D'OUDAIRIES (FR) (49) M Brassil 81111.D Brassil (2) 

3 165000 LETHAL WEAPON (IRE) (9) (D) C Roche 10115 .J Mulvihill (4) 

4 -44523 MOREECE (IRE) (14) (BF) T Doyle 6114.M P Burke 

5 00-45 ALL ABOUT ALFIE (IRE) (28) Thomas Foley 7113 .R Treacy 

6 -00035 GOOD AS GOLD (9) (D) P A Fahy 7112 .D Meyler (4) 

7 00-00 ALL THE SEVENS (IRE) (28) M Brassil 61011 .R A Doyle 

8 -62536 BALKINSTOWN (IRE) (7) F Flood 51010.A F O'Neill 

9 126 HIGH EXPECTATIONS (FR) (64) (D) G Elliott 410 7.D J Mullins 

10 /00102 BROADWAY TWIST (IRE) (15) (D) Miss E Doyle 910 4Jonathan Moore (2) 

11 000005 THEPARTYSOVER (6) (CD) Denis Hogan 1010 4.S Crimin 


BETTING: 7-2 Moreece, 4-1 High Expectations, 6-1 Balkinstown, 7-1 Broadway Twist, 8- 
1 All About Alfie, Thepartysover, 10-1 Good As Gold, 12-1 Mind The Pennies, 16-1 others. 

q qc GO RACING IN KILDARE (PRO/AM) FLAT 
° 1 RACE. £6,667 added 4YO only 2m Penalty Value 

EUR5500. 


1 AFFAIRS OF STATE (IRE) J Halley 117.Mr Josh Halley (7) 

2 CAPE CITY BOY (IRE) J J Hanlon 117.D J Mullins (7) 

3 CHIEF BOTTLEWASHER (IRE) A Oliver 117.Mr D G Lavery (5) 

4 PETIT CHEF (FR) A J Martin 117 .Miss M O'Sullivan (7) 

5 SIR WILL (IRE) David Kelly 117.Mr P A King (7) 

6 BIENTO MADAME T J Taaffe 110 .Mr J P McKeown 

7 KALOPSIA (IRE) A P O'Brien 110 .Miss S O'Brien (7) 

8 KILLAHARA CASTLE (IRE) J M Burke 110 .M P Burke (7) 


BETTING: 9-4 Kalopsia, 4-1 Sir Will, 9-2 Petit Chef, 6-1 Chief Bottlewasher, 7-1 Biento 
Madame, Cape City Boy, 8-1 Affairs Of State, 16-1 Killahara Castle. 


25 RACING BRAINTEASERS 


THINK you know your racing? 
Have a go at our quiz of the year: 

Questions 

1) Supreme Novices’ Hurdle runner- 
up Josses Hill finished second in the 
Tolworth Hurdle in January, but 
which stable companion beat him? 

2) Which Irish raider chased home 
Sire De Grugy in the Clarence House 
Chase (Victor Chandler) at Ascot? 

3) Big Buck’s was beaten into third 
on his comeback in the Cleeve Hurdle 
but can you name the 66-1 winner? 

4) There was a 33-1 winner of the 
Betfair Hurdle at Newbury in 
February. Can you name him? 

5) Which horse who subsequently 
finished fourth in the Doncaster Cup 
on the Flat won the Grade Two 
Premier Kelso Hurdle in March? 

6) Midnight Prayer won the National 
Hunt Chase for Alan King but which 
amateur rode him? 

7) Get Me Out Of Here has been sec¬ 
ond at how many Cheltenham 
Festivals? 



MIDNIGHT PRAYER (left): See question 6. 


8) How many Irish-trained horses 
won at the 2014 Cheltenham Festival? 

9) Can you name the first British- 
trained horse home in the 
Cheltenham Bumper? 

10) Jim Culloty claimed the Gold 
Cup with Lord Windermere but he 
also won with his only other runner at 
the Cheltenham Festival. Can you 
name him? 

11) Ed Vaughan won the Winter 
Derby at Lingfield with which horse? 

12) Which horse landed the 
Brocklesby and ended the year run¬ 
ning in the Racing Post Trophy back 
at Doncaster? 

13) Which filly won the second two- 
year-old race of the year at Kempton 
and ended it as the undisputed cham¬ 
pion of her generation? 

14) Can you name the Martin 
Brassil-trained runner who was sent 
off joint-favourite in the Grand 
National and finished third? 


15) Who rode 2,000 Guineas winner 
Night Of Thunder? 

16) How many subsequent Group 
One winners finished behind Night Of 
Thunder at Newmarket? 

17) Can you name the filly who ran 
on the 1,000 Guineas undercard and 
ended up as one of the horses of the 
year? 


Answers 
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18) Which sprinter finished second 
in the King’s Stand Stakes to Sole 
Power at 50-1? 

19) Tiggy Wiggy only lost two of her 
eight races. What did her conquerors 
have in common? 

20) An Aidan O'Brien-trained filly 
won the Ribblesdale at 10-1. What was 
her name? 

21) Adelaide won two subsequent big 
prizes on the world stage, but who 
beat him in the King Edward VII 
Stakes? 

22) Which Mark Johnston horse fin¬ 
ished third in the Eclipse at 100-1? 

23) Can you name the Canadian 
female jockey who rode a double at 
the Shergar Cup meeting? 

24) Hugo Palmer secured his first 
Group race when which horse won 
the Solario Stakes at Sandown? 

25) Which horse struck in the 
November Handicap at Doncaster by 
a yawning 12 lengths? 
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THIS WEEK’S 

JACKPOT 

£18,000 

PLUS 70 consolation 

a a nnn noaroct prizes of £15 each week 

4 flilfli nearest 20 for Southern Daily Echo 

■ I I II II I mice 20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 

nr ML I ■llllll 111 - 9 10 for Dorset Echo 

VI mw ivw prize... 10 for Sunday Independent 


PLUS 70 consolation 
prizes of £15 each week 

20 for Southern Daily Echo 

20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 
10 for Dorset Echo 
10 for Sunday Independent 
10 for Brighton Argus 


F IND THE BALL is a test of skill 
and football knowledge and is 
open to readers of the 
Southampton, Bournemouth, Dorset 
Echos, Brighton Argus and Sunday 
Independent, Plymouth. 

You have to use your skill and 
judgement to determine the exact 
centre of the ball. 

Mark an X with a ballpoint pen on 
the picture where you consider that 
position to be-clear rubber stamps 
and self adhesive labels will also be 
accepted. 

Every coupon will be carefully 
examined and the jackpot prize will 
be paid to the entrant whose cross 
marks the exact centre of the ball 
when the photograph was taken. 

If the Jackpot is not won, £1,000 
will be added to next week’s jackpot. 

The nearest-miss prize of £1,000 
will be paid out each week to the 


competitor whose cross is nearest 
to the centre of the ball when there 
is no jackpot winner. 

When a jackpot has been won the 
next week’s prize reverts back to 
£5,000 and the nearest-miss prize 
stays at £1,000. 

If the Jackpot is not won after 46 
weeks, when standing at £50,000, 
the nearest miss prize of £1,000 will 
be paid out and the jackpot will 
remain at £50,000 each week until 
there is a jackpot winner, then the 
jackpot starts again at £5,000, with 
the nearest miss prize remaining at 
£1,000 each week. 

If there is more than one winner 
the jackpot will be shared and, 
similarly, if there is more than one 
runner-up the nearest miss prize will 
also be shared. 


CLOSING DATE FOR POSTAL ENTRIES 

Thursday 9am, 8 January 2015 
Names of winners will be published 
on Saturday, 10 January or 
Sunday 11 January 2015 


This a repeat competition 
from 20 December 2014 and 
will appear 27 December 2014 
and 3 January 2015 due to 
the holiday postal service 


Rules 


1. You are allowed a minimum of 60 crosses and a maximum of 450 per coupon. Coupons with 451 or 
more will be disqualified. Entries altered defaced or mutilated will be invalid. Crosses must be distinct 
and separate. 2. Competitors may submit as many coupons as they wish. Members of a family can 
send their entries in one envelope with a covering postal order or cheque. 3. No responsibility can be 
accepted for entries delayed, lost or mislaid. Proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery. 
4. Payment may be made by postal order or cheque for the correct amount payable to Newsquest, and 
crossed '& Co.’ Stamps will not be accepted in payment. 5. A competitor cannot win more than one 
share of the prize money across all titles each week. 6.The Editor’s decision on winning entry or entries 
and matters relating to this competition is binding in honour only. NO CORRESPONDENCE CAN BE 
ENTERED INTO. 7. Employees of NEWSQUEST Media Group and subsidiary companies and members 
of their families are not eligible to enter the competition. 8.Address entries to FTB, Newspaper House, 
Test Lane, Southampton, SOI 6 9JX in a sealed envelope. Understamped entries are not accepted. 
9. Prize monies are held for and on behalf of winners. 10. Do not send cash in the post. 11. Winners will 
be required to participate in publicity. 12. Photocopies not accepted. 13. For rules go to 
www.dailyecho.co.uk/promotions/rules,www.newsquest.co.uk/terms or write in for a copy. 14. If you 
pay by cheque your prize money will bepaid to you once cheque has cleared. 




Please use black/blue ink and capitals 

T,TLE □ MR □ MRS □ MISS □ MS 

FIRST NAME 


20/27 Dec 2014, 3 Jan 2015 


Please cross box 


SURNAME 

ADDRESS 


□ CROSSESI 

n 125 _ 

□ CROSSESl 


POSTCODE 

DAYTIME 

TELEPHONE 


I enclose cash/cheque/postal order Value £’s 

L On 

□ 


On what day(s) do you purchase the Daily Echo? 

MON □ TUE □ WED □ THURS □ FRI □ SAT □ YES 



□ 


□ 


Do you have the paper 
home delivered’ 


□ 


200 
CROSSESl 

325 | 
CROSSESl 

450 
CROSSESl 


SAVE 

POSTAGE 

For your 
convenience 
coupons may be 
posted in our 

FIND THE BALL 

collecting boxes 
located at selected 
newsagents and all 
branch offices 

Deadlines for branch 
office collection boxes are 
as follows: 
Bournemouth Echo 

12 noon Tuesday 
Southern Daily Echo 
12noon Tuesday 
Dorset Echo 

Closing time Monday 


newsagents collection 
boxes as listed in: 
Bournemouth Echo 

closing time Monday 
Southern Daily Echo 
10.00 am Tuesday 
Dorset Echo 
Closing time Monday 

A list of participating 
newsagents will be 
published in the Echos 
on the first Saturday of 
each month 


CASH 


PRIZE 


EVERY 


WEEK 


Please complete 
entry form and send 
to: 

FTB 

Newspaper 
House, 
Test Lane, 
Southampton 
S016 9JX 
Cheques payable to 
newsquest 


Daily Echo 
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Order any composite door 
by January 31st and receive 
1 a FREE glass upgrade! 


Prices 
INC VAT 


^ saving 


0 10 Year Insurance 
Backed Warranty 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS AT MARKET ROAD, CHICHESTER & FORT FAREHAM, NEWGATE LANE 


Proud members of 

Cheekatrade.com 

Where reputation matters 


Unity Building, Fort Fareham 
Newgate Lane, P014 1AH 


Checka <1 

Where reputation matters sjJJ 


FOUNDING MFMRFR 


‘These offers cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. Prices shown are white finish PVCu and include full installation and VAT. If you require special finishes or colours please ask for details. Each section of a bay window counts as one window. Maximum window size 2.5m x 
1,2m. Window offer is for our casement range only. Terms and conditions apply please ask for written details. Images used for illustration purposes only. Finance is available on orders over £1300. Finance available subject to status. IWS reserve the right to withdraw this offer at any time. 


OFTEN COPIED. 
NEVER SURPASSED! 


Any size, any colour 
composite front door 

FITTED INC VAT 


Composite Front Door 
with a PVCu back door 

FITTED INC VAT 


ORDER YOUR WINDOWS BY JANUARY 31ST AND CHOOSE 


Front & Back 


Composite Doors 


Double 


Triple 

Glazed 


Any 3 

Windows 

Any 5 

Windows 

Any 7 

Windows 

Any 9 

Windows 

Any ii 

Windows 

Any 13 

Windows 

Any 15 

Windows 


FITTED INC VAT 


NewWave Doors 

The latest innovation, doors 
I that do what bi-folds don’t 


White PVCu patio doors Max2400widex 2100 High 

d oors u pto 2400mm wide 

FITTED INC VAT 

Dont just take^— 
our word for it! 

over 1700 satisfied ^ 

customers can’t be wrong % 


ANY SIZE, 
white PVCu 
Patio doors or 
French doors 


Max 1900 wide x 2100 High 


FITTED INCVy 


0800 73l 876l www.idealwindowsolutionsxo.uk 


FREE 

PHONE 
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Facebook 


“FURNITURE FRENZY!!!” 
CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR 
4 WEEK FURNITURE FRENZY 

UP TO 40% OFF, 

NEW STYLES, NEW RANGES, 
NEW STOCK 
BUT ONLY WHILE 
STOCKS LAST!!! 


0800 1SS 3334 

or visit: 

www.aworldoffurniture.co.uk 


Daily Echo 

Every Saturday 


£25 MOT 

Call 

02380 371000 


Looking for news 
from your area? 

dailyecho.co.uk/ 

Southampton 

Daily Echo 


Don’t yell. Just click... 


Local Business Directory 

dailyecho.co.uk 

and follow the links 
or call 02380 424975 for assistance 


Doves 

Southampton 


VAUXHALL 


An Extravaganza Wedding Fair at fabulous 
Southampton Football Club 


V Dream 'Wedding fairs 

—”"**«*' Spectacular Wedding Shows in the South & South East 


Sunday 11th January SOI 5 


Wedding Dresses & Veils 
Fashion shows 12pm & 2pm 
Accessories 
Bridesmaids Outfits 
Grooms and Ushers Suits 
Wedding Cars 
Wedding Photographer 
Florists 
Entertainment 
Caterers 
Stationery 


For all your 
needs for your 
special day 


And Much, Much More 


FREE for every bride: 
Fabulous fridge or 
wall mounted 
& wedding planner 


The show is open from 
11:00am till 4:00pm 


Tel: 0800 1777 080 

Fabulous Venues 


wwmpream WeddinoRmmicoM 




19 Jan 


EARLY 2015 GETAWAYS 


Liverpool & The Mersey 

5 day.£255 

Angela Holidays - Re Union - Warners 

Bembridge Coast Hotel 4 day___£199 

English Lakes 5 day.£249 

Brugge & Ghent Light Festival 

4 day.£249 

Angela Bowls Classic Pairs Bowling Competition 

Warners Lakeside - self drive 5 days.£182 

Bronte Country & York 5 day.£211 

Llandudno 4 day “Get Together”.£247 

: London 2 day “Half Term” inc. River Cruise & 

Ripley’s.£99 

: Ludlow Winter Warmer 5 day.£269 

: Somerset “cosy break” 5 day.£169 

: A Cornish Gem 5 day.£285 

: Italian Riviera - Nice & Menton Lemon Festival 

10 day.£717 

: Boulogne - Beaches & Baguettes 

4 day. £189 

: Tuscan Riviera 10 day.£599 

: Jersey by air 5 day. ......£359 

: Lincolnshire “singles” 5 day break.£269 

: Costa Brava - Roses 9 day.£439 

: Sidmouth & The Jurassic Coast 5 day.£289 

: Warners Bodelwyddan Castle 5 day.£329 

: Snowdrops in the Cotswolds 5 day.£279 

: Austrian House Party 8 day.£555 


26 Jan 
28 Jan 


02 Feb 
06 Feb 
15 Feb 

15 Feb 

16 Feb 
16 Feb 
20 Feb 


22 Feb 

23 Feb 
23 Feb 
28 Feb 
02 Mar 
02 Mar 
02 Mar 
08 Mar 


Contact us now for further details 
and for your free brochure with 
our full range of tours. 

Tel (023) 80408223 

E-mail: bookings@angelaholidays.co.uk 
Web: www.angelaholidays.co.uk 


m 
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Mamma Mia at the 
Novello Theatre London 


Limited offer! 


Thu 12 to Fri 13 Feb 

Your break includes: 1 night bed & breakfast at a 
selected hotel, Home Counties • Ticket to Mamma 
Mia at the Novello Theatre, London • Free time 
in London • Same coach return from Eastleigh, 
Southampton & Winchester 


or Request your FREE brochure today! 

Terms apply, Tour ref: 2 F 9171 , Quote: Late Deal 


J 1 

C 08432 244 239 ^ justgoholidays.com 



Add your Home Services business 


.easy to use local home services online guide 

dkk2find click2find.co.uk 



he Plumbing Shop 


CALL SALES 023 80 382 840 


Best prices Best stock Best service 





Full range of plumbing stock NOW available on our Trade Counter 

GREAT DISCOUNT 


Bumpy White 
Tiles 

25cm x 40cm 
Now in stock 
Great prices 
per metre 


800mm shower enclosure 
with tray £180 
1700x700 Acrylic bath £70 
Single lever mono basin 
mixer chrome £19 
Copper tube and fittings in stock! 


^ 550 mm High gloss "N 

white vanity basin and unit 



Saniflo waste macerator 

1001 £205.75 

Salamander CT50 Contract 

Shower Pump £86.80 

Square shower tray 760x760 £40 

Franke ascona kitchen sink £59.48 


Vado prima box thermostatic 
shower valve £69 
Heated chrome towel rail 
500x1100 £54.99 
Moulded wooden toiled seat £9.99 
Dalton Chrome shower mixer 
SK002 £71.23 


EEEBBHJi visit our Southampton showroom 

Mil M il in TODAY WITH OVER 70 BATHROOM DISPLAYS 

DRIVERS WHARF BUSINESS PARK NORTH AM ROAD SOUTHAMPTON S014 OPF 
FREE PARKING EXPERT STAFF FRIENDLY SERVICE GREAT PRICES 


9 ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT 

W\w , 

■“Ti r. / ♦' • 

y * i A 

www.theplumbingshopltd.co.uk 


Home Choose Carpets 



rp 

I 

Over 20 Years Experience 
100's of Carpet & Vinyl Samples to choose from. 
In the comfort of your own Home 

• FREE FITTING • FREE ESTIMATES 
• FREE DELIVERY 

• FREE UPLIFT & DISPOSAL OF OLD CARPETS 

We move your Furniture FREE of charge 

Please Ring 02380 803100 
Freephone 0800 0387722 

for immediate attention 





Need a local, reliable and 
experienced electrician? 


A professional, personal and experienced 
service for over 23 years. 

* 24hr Emergency Service 

* Domestic, Commercial & Retail 

* Electrical Maintenance 

* Fault finding, power point installation 

* Faulty alarms silenced 

* All major credit cards accepted 

* For Southampton, Winchester & surrounding areas 

Neil’s 

Electrical Services 


5% discount on all new work 


For a genuine 24-hour emergency service, call: 
www.nes247.co.uk | neil@nes247.co.uk 
023 8032 8104 | 07802 356 561 
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FA Cup Third Round 


SkyBet League One 


Barnsley.L 

HT 0-0 

Blyth Spartans.. 2 

Dale 35,41 
HT 2-0 

Bolton.1 

Clough 76 
HT 0-0 

Brentford.0 

HT 0-0 

Cambridge.2 

Simpson 27 
Donaldson 66 
HT 1-0 

Charlton.L 

Gudmundsson 55 
HT 0-1 

Derby Cty.1 

Martin 90 pen 
HT 0-0 

Doncaster.1 

McCullough 50 
HT 0-0 

Fulham.0 

HT 0-0 

Huddersfld.0 

HT 0-0 

Leicester.1 

Ulloa 39 
HT 1-0 

Millwall.3 

McDonald 36 
Fuller 66,83 
HT 1-1 

Preston.2 

Gallagher 71,84 
HT 0-0 

Rochdale.1 

Vincenti 12 pen 
HT 1-0 

Rotherham.1 

Brindley 10 


HT 1-1 

Tranmere.2 

Power 70 
Stockton 83 


HT 0-1 

W.B.A.7 

Berahino 42,46,53,90 
Anichebe 45, Brunt 55 
Morrison 79 
HT 2-0 


Middlesbro.L 

Fleetwood Tn.. 

..2 

Swindon. 

.2 

Vossen 48, Ayala 84 

Morris 49,59 



Williams 71 

Att 9,473 




Thompson 88 

Birminghm.3 

HT 0-0 



Att 3,346 

Novak 52 

Port Vale. 

..2 

Gillingham.. 

. 1 

Thomas 55,58 

Williamson 11 


McDonald 31 

Att 3,644 

Daniel 90 




Wigan.0 

HT 1-1 



Att 4,783 

Att 16,788 

Walsall. 

.0 

Coventry. 

. 2 

O Brien 6 

Brighton.2 




Tudgay 87 

Dunk 88, 0 Grady 90 

HT 0-1 



Att 5,930 


Luton.. 


Att 8,542 
. 1 

Harriman 74 


Att 7,063 

Blackburn.L 

Taylor 4,59 

Southport.0 

Att 20,201 

Bristol C.1 

M Smith 75 
Att 5,671 

Wolves.0 

Att 11,879 

Reading.1 

Blackman 69 
Att 7,980 

Newcastle.0 

Att 23,212 

Bradford.3 

Knott 6,76 
Nelson 70 og 
Att 5,470 

Norwich.0 

Att 9,807 

Nottm For.0 

Att 6,791 

CHERRIES.5 

MacDonald 44 
Stanislas 58 
Fraser 63 
Kermorgant 67,71 
Att 5,875 

Swansea.6 

Dyer 34, Carroll 49 
Barrow 58 
Gomis 77,90 
Routledge 85 
Att 10,007 

Gateshead.0 


Barclays Premier League 





HOME 



AWAY 



P W 

D 

L F 

A W 

D 

L F 

A Pt 

Chelsea 

20 

9 

0 

0 22 

3 

5 

4 

2 22 

16 46 

Man City 

20 

7 

2 

1 20 

9 

7 

2 

1 24 

10 46 

Man Utd 

20 

8 

1 

1 22 

7 

2 

6 

2 12 

13 37 

SAINTS 

20 

7 

2 

2 24 

7 

4 

1 

4 10 

8 36 

Tottenham 

20 

5 

2 

4 16 

13 

5 

2 

2 13 

14 34 

Arsenal 

20 

5 

3 

1 18 

10 

4 

3 

4 16 

15 33 

West Ham 

20 

6 

2 

3 16 

10 

3 

3 

3 15 

14 32 

Liverpool 

20 

4 

5 

2 15 

11 

4 

0 

5 13 

16 29 

Swansea 

20 

6 

2 

2 15 

7 

2 

3 

5 10 

17 29 

Newcastle 

20 

5 

3 

2 16 

14 

2 

3 

5 9 

17 27 

Stoke 

20 

4 

2 

4 12 

12 

3 

3 

4 10 

12 26 

A. Villa 

20 

2 

5 

3 7 

11 

3 

2 

5 4 

11 22 

Everton 

20 

3 

3 

3 16 

15 

2 

3 

6 13 

18 21 

Sunderlnd 

20 

1 

6 

3 10 

15 

2 

5 

3 8 

15 20 

Hull 

20 

2 

3 

5 10 

12 

2 

4 

4 10 

14 19 

Q.P.R. 

20 

5 

4 

2 18 

13 

0 

0 

9 4 

22 19 

W.B.A. 

20 

2 

3 

5 13 

16 

2 

3 

5 6 

13 18 

Crystal P 

20 

2 

2 

5 10 

14 

1 

6 

4 10 

16 17 

Burnley 

20 

2 

4 

4 7 

12 

1 

4 

5 10 

20 17 

Leicester 

20 

1 

4 

4 12 

15 

2 

1 

8 7 

18 14 


SkyBet Championship 





HOME 



AWAY 



P 

W 

D 

L F 

A W 

D 

L F 

A Pt 

CHERRIES 

24 

7 

3 

2 24 

15 

7 

3 

2 30 

10 48 

Ipswich 

24 

9 

2 

1 23 

7 

4 

6 

2 18 

15 47 

Derby Cty 

24 

7 

4 

1 27 

10 

6 

2 

4 19 

13 45 

Middlesbro 

24 

6 

4 

2 22 

7 

6 

3 

3 16 

10 43 

Watford 

24 

6 

3 

3 23 

14 

6 

2 

4 20 

12 41 

Brentford 

24 

7 

3 

2 23 

15 

5 

1 

6 17 

20 40 

Norwich 

24 

5 

5 

2 28 

14 

5 

2 

5 16 

15 37 

Wolves 

24 

6 

3 

3 15 

13 

4 

4 

4 13 

20 37 

Blackburn 

24 

6 

4 

2 20 

13 

3 

4 

5 15 

20 35 

Sheff Wed 

24 

3 

5 

4 6 

10 

5 

5 

2 12 

11 34 

Nottm For 

24 

4 

5 

3 21 

18 

3 

5 

4 12 

15 31 

Cardiff 

24 

7 

1 

4 22 

18 

1 

6 

5 10 

17 31 

Charlton 

24 

4 

7 

1 14 

11 

2 

6 

4 10 

17 31 

Birminghm 

24 

4 

3 

5 15 

23 

4 

4 

4 12 

14 31 

Bolton 

24 

6 

3 

3 19 

13 

2 

2 

8 7 

18 29 

Reading 

24 

6 

2 

4 19 

13 

2 

3 

7 11 

27 29 

Fulham 

24 

5 

2 

5 18 

14 

3 

2 

7 17 

29 28 

Huddersfld 

24 

5 

4 

3 16 

14 

2 

3 

7 15 

28 28 

Rotherham 

24 

3 

5 

4 12 

16 

2 

6 

4 9 

14 26 

Leeds Utd 

24 

5 

3 

4 14 

11 

1 

3 

8 11 

25 24 

Brighton 

24 

2 

6 

4 12 

14 

2 

5 

5 14 

18 23 

Millwall 

24 

3 

3 

6 14 

21 

2 

5 

5 10 

19 23 

Wigan 

24 

2 

6 

4 13 

12 

2 

2 

8 11 

19 20 

Blackpool 

24 

2 

3 

7 8 

19 

0 

5 

7 10 

22 14 





HOME 



AWAY 



P 

W 

D 

L F 

A 

W 

D 

L F 

A Pt 

Swindon 

24 

7 

3 

2 21 

12 

7 

3 

2 25 

12 48 

Bristol C 

23 

8 

2 

1 19 

9 

6 

4 

2 23 

13 48 

Preston 

23 

6 

4 

1 20 

12 

7 

2 

3 16 

9 45 

M K Dons 

22 

8 

2 

2 33 

12 

5 

3 

2 15 

10 44 

Bradford 

23 

4 

3 

5 15 

16 

6 

3 

2 16 

10 36 

Sheff Utd 

22 

4 

4 

3 12 

10 

5 

2 

4 16 

16 33 

Chesterfld 

23 

5 

3 

3 16 

14 

3 

5 

4 16 

17 32 

Port Vale 

24 

6 

2 

4 18 

16 

3 

3 

6 13 

17 32 

Rochdale 

23 

3 

3 

6 13 

16 

6 

1 

4 26 

15 31 

Notts Cnty 

22 

3 

2 

6 12 

16 

5 

5 

1 15 

8 31 

Peterboro 

23 

4 

3 

5 14 

16 

5 

1 

5 16 

13 31 

Fleetwood 

24 

4 

6 

2 14 

12 

4 

1 

7 11 

12 31 

Walsall 

24 

4 

4 

4 13 

12 

3 

5 

4 10 

12 30 

Oldham 

22 

5 

3 

3 16 

16 

2 

6 

3 13 

17 30 

Doncaster 

22 

2 

3 

5 8 

13 

6 

3 

3 15 

14 30 

Coventry 

24 

4 

5 

3 13 

14 

3 

3 

6 13 

17 29 

Barnsley 

22 

4 

2 

5 21 

21 

3 

3 

5 11 

14 26 

Scunthorpe 

21 

4 

1 

5 11 

16 

3 

4 

4 17 

20 26 

Leyton O 

23 

2 

3 

6 15 

17 

4 

4 

4 17 

17 25 

Gillingham 

24 

4 

4 

4 17 

18 

2 

3 

7 11 

19 25 

Crawley 

23 

4 

4 

4 12 

17 

1 

4 

6 9 

19 23 

Crewe 

23 

4 

3 

5 11 

18 

2 

2 

7 9 

23 23 

Colchester 

23 

2 

2 

7 12 

20 

3 

4 

5 15 

20 21 

Yeovil 

23 

1 

4 

7 5 

19 

4 

1 

6 14 

17 20 


SkyBet League Two 


Burton Albion.. 

.1 

Shrewsbry... 

.0 

Taft 60 

HT 0-0 

Dagenham . 

.1 

Bury. 

Att 4,555 

.0 

Murphy 51 

HT 0-0 

Exeter. 

.1 

Acc Stanley. 

Att 1,877 

.2 

Nichols 35 

HT 1-0 

Morecambe. 

.0 

Stevenage... 

McCartan 67 
Aldred 90 
Att 3,626 

.0 

HT 0-0 

Newport Cnty .. 

.2 

Carlisle. 

Att 1,530 

. 1 

Chapman 45 pen 


Meppen-Walter 11 

Minshull 70 

HT 1-1 

Northmptn. 

.1 

Southend. 

Att 3,273 

. 1 

D Ath 73 

HT 0-0 

Oxford Utd. 

.1 

Cheltnham... 

Coulthirst 47 
Att 4,587 

. 2 

Burns 20 

HT 1-2 

Wycombe. 

.1 

Hartlenool 

Dunn 40 
Stewart 45 
Att 5,360 

0 

Onyedinma 37 

HT 1-0 

York. 


Att 3,607 

0 Plymouth 0 

HT 0-0 



Att 3,869 



P 

W 

D 

L F 

A 

W 

D 

L F 

A 

Pt 

Wycombe 

24 

6 

4 

2 17 

11 

7 

4 

1 21 

9 

47 

Burton Alb 

24 

9 

1 

2 18 

7 

5 

3 

4 15 

16 

46 

Shrewsbry 

24 10 

2 

0 23 

3 

3 

3 

6 10 

13 

44 

Newport C 

24 

7 

4 

1 22 

12 

5 

3 

4 13 

13 

43 

Luton 

23 

8 

2 

2 18 

5 

4 

4 

3 10 

12 

42 

Southend 

24 

5 

5 

2 11 

5 

6 

2 

4 13 

15 

40 

Plymouth 

24 

8 

2 

2 21 

5 

3 

3 

6 8 

12 

38 

Bury 

24 

8 

1 

3 21 

12 

3 

3 

6 14 

18 

37 

Exeter 

25 

5 

5 

3 18 

15 

5 

2 

5 15 

18 

37 

Stevenage 

24 

8 

1 

3 22 

13 

2 

4 

6 11 

18 

35 

Morecambe 

24 

5 

3 

4 12 

11 

5 

1 

6 13 

12 

34 

AFC Wim'dn 23 

5 

3 

4 20 

15 

4 

3 

4 13 

16 

33 

Acc Stanley 

23 

6 

2 

3 18 

14 

4 

1 

7 16 

23 

33 

Cambridge 

23 

5 

1 

5 18 

11 

3 

4 

5 16 

18 

29 

POMPEY 

23 

6 

2 

3 20 

11 

1 

5 

6 6 

18 

28 

Oxford Utd 

24 

4 

3 

5 13 

13 

3 

4 

5 13 

18 

28 

Cheltnham 

24 

3 

5 

4 11 

14 

4 

2 

6 11 

19 

28 

York 

24 

1 

7 

4 9 

12 

4 

5 

3 17 

16 

27 

Mansfield 

23 

5 

3 

3 12 

10 

2 

3 

7 6 

18 

27 

Northmptn 

24 

5 

2 

5 22 

19 

2 

2 

8 12 

19 

25 

Dagenham 

24 

4 

0 

8 13 

18 

3 

4 

5 13 

18 

25 

Carlisle 

24 

5 

2 

5 19 

21 

2 

1 

9 10 

24 

24 

Tranmere 

23 

3 

5 

4 15 

15 

2 

2 

7 8 

15 

22 

Hartlepool 

24 

1 

4 

7 8 

20 

2 

1 

9 8 

23 

14 

1 Scottish Premiership 




HOME 



AWAY 




P 

W 

D 

L F 

A 

W 

D 

L F 

A 

Pt 

Aberdeen 

19 

7 

1 

2 18 

9 

6 

0 

3 11 

8 

40 

Celtic 

18 

7 

2 

1 19 

6 

5 

1 

2 15 

6 

39 

Dundee Utd 

19 

8 

1 

1 22 

9 

4 

0 

5 15 

15 

37 

Hamilton 

19 

6 

2 

1 21 

6 

5 

1 

4 14 

13 

36 

Inverness CT19 

6 

2 

2 14 

10 

5 

0 

4 13 

10 

35 

St Johnstn 

19 

5 

0 

4 10 

11 

4 

2 

4 7 

9 

29 

Kilmarnock 

19 

5 

0 

4 11 

10 

3 

3 

4 9 

13 

27 

Dundee 

19 

1 

4 

4 11 

16 

4 

2 

4 14 

15 

21 

Partick 

18 

3 

3 

3 14 

9 

2 

2 

5 9 

12 

20 

Motherwell 

19 

3 

1 

5 6 

13 

2 

1 

7 7 

19 

17 

St Mirren 

19 

0 

1 

9 4 

16 

3 

1 

5 11 

18 

11 

Ross Cnty 

19 

1 

0 

8 8 

20 

1 

4 

5 10 

20 

10 



HEAD START: Blyth Spartan’s Robert Dale (11) looks on as 
Birmingham City’s Nikola Zigic jumps for the ball during the FA Cup 
Third Round match at Croft Park, Blyth today. 


Berwick.3 E Stirling.0 

Maxwell 31 
Notman 34 
Drummond 47 

HT 2-0 Att 474 

Queen Park.1 Clyde.1 

Miller 90 pen I Gray 54 

HT 0-0 Att 2,027 


Scottish Championship 

Cowdenbth... 

... 0 Raith. 

.1 



Nade 89 

HT 0-0 


Att 1,265 

Falkirk. 

....1 Alloa. 

.0 

Loy 23 



HT 1-0 


Att 3,690 

Hearts. 

....1 Hibernian... 

.1 

Walker 40 


Cummings 23 

HT 1-1 


Att 17,279 

Queen Sth. 

....3 Livingston.. 

.1 

Dowie 31 


White 39 

Lyle 65 



Russell 76 



HT 1-1 


Att 1,940 

Rangers. 

....3 Dumbarton. 

.1 

Daly 22 


Graham 15 

Wallace 42 



Shiels 90 



HT 2-1 


Att 30,031 

Scottish League One 


Vanarama Conference 


Ayr Utd. 

.0 

Stranraer. 

.2 

HT 0-1 

Dunfrmline. 

....1 

Peterhead 

Malcolm 40 
Longworth 74 
Att 1,235 

. 1 

Forbes 20 

HT 1-0 

Forfar. 

...0 

Brechin 

McAllister 63 pen 
Att 2,729 

2 

HT 0-1 

Morton. 

...0 

Masson 13 
Trouten 81 
Att 1,110 

Airdrieonians.1 

HT 0-0 

Stenhsmuir.... 

....1 

Stirling A. 

Lister 47 
Att 1,712 

.2 

McMenamin 35 

HT 1-2 


Comrie 24 
G Smith 30 
Att 586 





HOME 



AWAY 



P 

W 

D 

L F 

A W 

D 

L F A 

Pt 

Barnet 

29 10 

2 

3 35 

14 

9 

3 

2 29 12 

62 

Bristol R 

29 10 

4 

1 24 

9 

4 

7 

3 14 15 

53 

Macclesfld 

29 

9 

4 

1 21 

8 

5 

5 

5 17 19 

51 

Grimsby 

28 

7 

3 

5 24 

13 

6 

5 

2 20 12 

47 

EASTLEIGH 26 

8 

4 

0 25 

13 

4 

4 

6 24 24 

44 

Woking 

29 

6 

5 

4 23 

16 

6 

3 

5 23 18 

44 

Kiddrmnstr 

28 

8 

3 

4 25 

17 

4 

4 

5 14 16 

43 

FC Halifax 

27 

9 

2 

3 27 

14 

3 

4 

6 13 16 

42 

Torquay 

29 

7 

4 

3 26 

15 

4 

4 

7 21 24 

41 

Forest Grn 

28 

6 

5 

3 22 

17 

5 

6 

3 19 16 

41 

Gateshead 

26 

6 

4 

3 24 

21 

4 

6 

3 19 16 

40 

Dover 

28 

7 

2 

4 20 

9 

4 

5 

6 23 29 

40 

Lincoln City 

26 

8 

3 

3 24 

17 

3 

3 

6 21 25 

39 

Wrexham 

26 

5 

3 

5 16 

16 

5 

4 

4 15 14 

37 

Braintree Tn 

28 

7 

3 

5 18 

13 

4 

0 

9 14 18 

36 

Altrncham 

29 

6 

3 

6 19 

22 

4 

3 

7 16 26 

36 

Chester FC 

28 

7 

2 

4 14 

17 

4 

1 

10 21 32 

36 

Aldershot 

28 

5 

2 

6 15 

17 

4 

4 

7 15 19 

33 

Welling U 

29 

5 

8 

2 20 

14 

3 

1 

10 12 26 

33 

Southport 

26 

3 

2 

7 12 

21 

5 

4 

5 16 19 

30 

Dartford 

27 

3 

6 

4 16 

19 

2 

210 10 25 

23 

Alfreton Tn 

27 

4 

2 

7 19 

27 

3 

0 

11 8 28 

23 

Nuneaton 

29 

5 

3 

5 20 

23 

1 

2 13 6 32 

23 

AFC Telford 

27 

2 

4 

9 21 

32 

1 

3 

8 14 29 

16 


Scottish League Two 


Albion R... 

McKenzie 51 
Mullin 90 
HT 0-0 

Arbroath.. 

Hunter 44 
Murray 54 
HT 1-0 


.2 Annan Athletic.0 


*Forest Green deducted 3 points for fielding an ineli¬ 
gible player 


Vanarama Conference South 


Chelmsford.L Farnboro.L 

Hughes 25 Theophanous 7 

Cheek 38 

HT 2-1 Att 687 


HOME 


AWAY 



TOP5 

P 

W 

D 

L F 

A 

W 

D 

L F A Pt 

Att 677 

Boreham W 

24 10 

2 

1 32 

9 

5 

1 

5 23 14 48 

.2 

Bromley 

22 

6 

1 

5 17 17 

7 

3 

0 24 9 43 

McBride 69 og 

BASINGSTKE 20 

5 

1 

3 11 

8 

7 

1 

3 26 13 38 

Day 72 

Gosport B 

21 

4 

5 

2 14 

8 

6 

2 

2 22 7 37 

Att 1,395 

Whitehawk 

23 

4 

2 

4 14 11 

7 

2 

4 21 18 37 


Grey panels indicate High-scoring games 
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Local non-league results 


VANARAMA CONFERENCE 
South: 

Chelmsford 6 Farnborough 2 
EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: 

Cambridge City pp Redditch 
Chesham 3 Truro 0 
Chippenham pp Biggleswade 
Cirencester pp Paulton Rovers 
Dorchester pp Arlesey 
Dunstable 1 Bideford 1 
Frame 4 Histon 2 
Hitchin pp Corby 
Hungerford pp Weymouth 
Poole Town pp Banbury 
Slough pp Burnham. 

Division One South & West: 

Bash ley pp Bridgwater 

Cinderford pp Larkhall 

Didcot 3 Sholing 1 

Evesham 5 Bishops Cleeve 0 

Fleet Town pp Taunton 

Merthyr Town 7 Wantage 0 

Stratford pp AFC Totton 

Swindon Supermarine pp Mangotsfield 

Tiverton pp Shortwood 

Wimborne pp North Leigh 

Yate pp Clevedon 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 

Premier Division: 

Bemerton HH 1 AFC Portchester 1 
Blackfield & Langley 2 Moneyfields 1 
Bournemouth Poppies pp Alresford 
Brockenhurst pp Horndean 
Fareham pp Christchurch 
Lymington Town 2 Andover Town 1 
Petersfield Town pp Fawley 
Totton & Eling pp Hamworthy Utd 
Whitchurch pp Verwood 
Winchester City pp Folland Sports 
Division One: 

Amesbury pp US Portsmouth 
Cowes Sports 5 New Milton 3 
Hythe & Dibden pp Fleet Spurs 
Laverstock & Ford 2 Romsey Town 1 
Ringwood pp Downton 
Tadley Calleva pp Pewsey Vale 
HAMPSHIRE INTERMEDIATE CUP 
Fourth round: 

Whitecroft & Barton 0 Cadnam Utd 3 
(all other games postponed) 

PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE 
Combination Cup - quarter-final: 

Fleetlands Res pp Hamble Club 
Premier Division: 

AFC Stoneham 3 Fleetlands 1 
Bush Hill pp Paulsgrove 
Headley Utd 2 Overton Utd 1 
Liss Athletic pp Colden Common 
Locks Heath pp Winchester Castle 
QK Southampton pp Liphook 
Division One: 

Broughton 7 Andover Lions 2 
Michelmersh & Timsbury pp Infinity 
Upham pp Four Marks 

Combination: 

Clanfield 2 Winchester Castle 4 
Liphook pp AFC Stoneham 
Overton pp Liss 

Paulsgrove pp Hedge End Rangers 

WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 
Premier: 

AFC Totton pp Petersfield Town 
Division One East: 

Horndean pp Folland Sports 
Newport loW pp Fareham Town 
United Services Portsmouth 5 Tadley Calleva 1 
Division One West: 

East Cowes Vies pp Laverstock & Ford 
Fawley pp Bash ley 

Verwood Town 8 Blackfield & Langley 0 

DREW SMITH SOUTHAMPTON LEAGUE 
Premier: 

BTC Southampton pp Comrades 
Durley pp Bishopstoke 

Senior 1: 

Chamberlayne AFC pp Bishops Waltham Dyn 

Division One: 

Applewood Joinery 1 Lowford 3 


ISSN 0969-563X 


0 1 > 


9 77 0969 563069 

P 55p ISSN 0969-563X 

Published by Newsquest Media (Southern) 
Ltd, and printed at Newsquest (Southern) Ltd, 
from its offices at Newspaper House, Test 
Lane, Redbridge, Southampton, SOI 6 9JX. 
Telephone: 023 8042 4800. Registered at the 
Post Office as a newspaper. 122nd year. 

No. 37522 










































































































































































































